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Guide for Parents - September 2016 

 

Wollaston School is a large, rural, community school located in the village of Wollaston, a few miles east of Northampton. Its 

student intake draws on nearby villages and the towns of Earls Barton, Irchester and Wellingborough.  There are over 1450 

students on roll, with nearly 300 students in the sixth form.  

 

The School Day 

Assembly/tutorial 08:55 am - 09:10 am 

Period one 09:10 am - 10:00 am 

Period 2 10:00 am - 10:50 am 

Break 10:50 am - 11:10 am 

Period 3 11:10 am – 12:00 pm 

Period 4 12:00 pm - 12:50 pm 

Lunch 12:50 pm - 01:20 pm 

Period 5 01:20 pm - 02:10 pm 

Period 6 02:10 pm – 03:00 pm 

 

Attendance and Punctuality 

At Wollaston School we encourage, value and reward good attendance and the average attendance of our students is above 

95%. Research shows that good attendance goes hand in hand with good progress and examination results and therefore, 

we will monitor and inform you of your child’s attendance rate regularly and promote, within school, good attendance and 
punctuality. We strive to achieve this in a number of ways: 

 

 Regular conversations with students about attendance. 

 Using an Attendance Tracker System built into the student planner. 

 Increasing the awareness of the relationship between good attendance and progress. 

 Rewarding excellent attendance and recognising improving attendance.  

 Celebrating tutor group average attendance. 

 Regular communication with parents/carers. 

 Using outside agencies to help families. 

 

We appreciate that students do become ill on occasions, but we promote a return to school as soon as possible after their 

absence and ensure students work towards catching up with the learning they have missed.  We recognise the need for some 

students to be supported on their return to school and use a multitude of supportive strategies to facilitate the integration. 

All teachers help support this process. 

 

It is important to note that schools are not able to authorise holiday in term time. 

 

We place equally high value on punctuality. When the school day begins at 8.55am, the gates are locked for security purposes. 

Students who are late sign in at main reception. There are sanctions for students who are consistently late.  

 

 

 

Whole School Routines 

Introduction 
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Uniform 

At Wollaston we believe that a school uniform gives a sense of belonging and pride in the school whilst ensuring equality 

amongst students.  In addition, a smart appearance contributes positively to the students’ attitude to work and study; it also 
influences how the school is portrayed to the general public and visitors to the school.  

In order to ensure your son/daughter meets our uniform expectations, please take the time to look at the images included. 

Whilst this is not an exhaustive list it does provide clear guidance on what is and what is not acceptable. 

 

Boys Uniform Girls Uniform 

 

Plain white shirt 

House tie 

Plain black/dark grey trousers (of appropriate fit)  

Dark socks 

Formal plain black shoes 

School sweatshirt 

 

 

Plain white shirt 

House tie 

Plain black/dark grey skirt/Trousers (of appropriate 

length and fit) 

Dark socks/tights 

Formal plain black shoes 

School sweatshirt 

 

 

We place a strong emphasis on self-presentation and ask that all students comply with these guidelines. 

White Shirt  To be worn tucked in and with the top button done up. 

  

 

  

 

 

Skirt Black or dark grey. Skirts should be formal in style, not tightly fitted and of appropriate length and 

fit. Skirts that are too short or very tight fitting are not acceptable.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trousers Trousers must be tailored and of appropriate length and fit.  Trousers that are very tightly fitted, 

jeans (or trousers made of similar material) and leggings/jeggings are not acceptable. 
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Belts Belts, if worn, should be plain, black with no studs or patterns. 

   

 

 

 

Shoes Shoes must be formal and completely black.  All types of trainer / canvas shoes are not permitted.  

Open toed shoes are not acceptable due to potential dangers in technology or science.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coat Coats may be worn outside of lessons.  Hoodies are not allowed and should not substitute an 

outdoor coat.  In addition, sports tops, track suit tops and other branded sweatshirts are not 

acceptable.   

 

 

 

 

House tie  To be worn with the school badge showing and pushed to the collar.  Ties should end just   

                                                above the waist. 

 

Socks & Tights  Dark in colour.  

Jewellery No bracelets, bangles, wristbands of any kind. No rings or necklaces.  Earrings (only one pair) if 

worn should be gold or silver studs.  Nose studs, tongue and any other visible piercings are not 

permitted.  The school will not be held responsible for expensive items of jewellery lost on the 

premises.   

Make up Must be minimal and neutral in colour.   

Nails Nails should be kept at a suitable length.  False nails are not permitted.  Clear nail varnish only.  

Students arriving with coloured nail varnish will be supplied with nail varnish remover and asked 

to remove it.   

Hair Natural hair colours if dyed.  No patterns shaved into hair.   

Hats/Scarves To be worn outside school buildings only, not allowed in lessons.  Suitable for winter weather and 

not as a fashion accessory.  

Bags An appropriate school bag e.g. rucksack or holdall to transport books and equipment including 

pens and pencils. 
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Rewards and Sanctions 

Rewards 
 

As a school we believe strongly in the role of rewards in promoting and rewarding positive behaviour.  Members of staff are 

encouraged to recognise and reward positive behaviour which supports our ‘Climate for Learning’. Through positive feedback 
and support, it is our overall aim to encourage students to develop positive images of themselves and nurture a self-

confidence that will allow students to feel responsible and committed towards their own learning, both in and out of the 

classroom.  The right sort of praise and support at an early stage can often avoid potential problems. 

 

The following are examples of areas worthy of recognition by staff. 
 

 Consistently good and improved standards of work  

 Completion of homework 

 Effort in class 

 Attendance 

 Improved average effort grade 

 Outstanding effort or achievement in extra-curricular activities 

 Supporting aspects of school life - e.g. parents’ evening, concerts 

 Service to the school or local community    

 Supporting the work of others in your subject  

 Contributing to form/year activities e.g. inter-form competitions 

 

We believe strongly in celebrating student success and that it is important to recognise and reward achievements of all kinds.  

We know that students respond positively to praise and are very motivated by it.  

 

The achievements of individuals are recognised in a number of different ways: 

 

Staff communicate with parents using a variety of formats and award certificates throughout the year.  Staff also record 

positive events using our internal system which can be used in discussion with students during tutor or subject time.   

The school also holds a termly ‘rewards assembly’ where recognition of success is shared with the year group, and a number 

of year or whole school events are held, with parents in attendance, to share the success of our students.  

 

At the end of Year 11 and Year 13, students are invited to return to school for formal GCSE and A Level Awards Presentation 

Evenings. 

 

Sanctions 

 

Students follow a clear code of conduct in order to maintain a safe, calm and orderly learning environment.  The expectation 

of all students, at all times, is that they meet the school’s high standards of behaviour and follow school rules.   

 

Where students choose to behave poorly, there are consequences in place to improve behaviour.  We believe that students 

can learn from poor behaviour choices and become more positive members of the school community.   

The Behaviour Policy outlines the range of sanctions that can be applied.   

Sanctions include the use of detentions and parents are expected to support this. For more serious breaches of discipline, 

the decision regarding which sanction to impose will take into account a number of factors, including the nature of the 

incident, a student’s age and any special educational needs or disability they may have, as well as the individual student’s 
prior behaviour record.   

Where a student has shown a pattern of poor behaviour the level of sanction may increase.  In some cases, where the 

Headteacher considers this is appropriate, the school will use its ultimate sanction, to exclude.   
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Catering Arrangements 

Our school catering is provided by Cucina.  Students will be able to see dishes being freshly prepared such as home-made 

pizza being served fresh from our pizza oven, fresh bread made on the premises daily and a wide variety of freshly prepared 

main meals, salads, sandwiches, fruit pots and desserts as well as mouthwatering homemade muesli bars, muffins and cakes. 

Cucina’s philosophy centres on the premise that eating well is crucial to improving ability and behaviour, as well as academic 

and athletic success.  Cucina makes meals fun and helps students to broaden their knowledge and appreciation of food.  

For those entitled to free school meals, Cucina are unique in offering any two items from the vast daily menu for their free 

school meal value regardless of price in recognition of the importance of meals at school. 

What students will see 

 The use of fresh, locally sourced ingredients 

 Growing herbs and selected vegetables 

 Linking theme days to the curriculum 

 Taste trials for new dishes and unusual foods 

 Fresh food prepared in our kitchens every single day 

Cucina’s food offer exceeds the nutrient based standards introduced in September 2006 by the Schools Food Trust and 

supports our aim of setting a new benchmark for food service in our area. 

Facts you should know 

 90% of our menu or more is home made 

 When in season, we buy our fruit and vegetables from British farmers or grow our own 

 The majority of our meat is from mainland Britain and is largely ‘Red Tractor’ accredited 

 All tuna is dolphin friendly and all other fish is caught from sustainable stocks 

 All our eggs and mayonnaise are free range 

 All our coffee and chocolate is  sourced from Fairtrade outlets 

 We have recently developed a vegetable garden run by students which provides food for Cucina. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for children to enjoy nutritious meals based on quality foods and the students will certainly 

be able to do that as not only does the food meet food standards but it is also tempts them to eat  – it is like that of an up-

market bistro.   

As well as fresh food for breakfast, break and lunch each day there will be “Take Home Deals” such as freshly baked 14” pizza 

all boxed and ready to take away after school! So, why not ask your child to organise the family tea? We also run after school 

services selling healthy items to keep your children company on the journey home.  The menus provide excellent value for 

money, why not give it a try and let us have your comments? 

If you would like to learn more about Cucina, or to view the sample menus, then please visit our website: 

 www.wollaston-school.info  

Café Opening Times 

The school’s café is open from Monday to Friday at breakfast time (8.00am to 8.55am), break time (10.50am to 11.10am) 

and at lunch time (12.50pm to 1.20pm). It is also open all day for Sixth form students allowing them to study privately and 

socialise in between their lessons without disturbing their peers studying in the Sixth Form Centre. 

http://www.wollaston-school.info/
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Key Stage 3 Curriculum 

When students arrive in year 7, their Key Stage 2 results and information about their academic strengths and weaknesses is 

shared with Wollaston School from primary feeder schools.  During the first two weeks in school, students also sit cognitive 

attainment tests [CAT tests] which help us to pinpoint their aptitude for particular areas of the curriculum. There are 3 types 

of tests. Some involve thinking about shapes and patterns (non-verbal reasoning); some deal with words (verbal reasoning) 

or numbers (quantitative reasoning).  

All students at Wollaston follow the National Curriculum. Compulsory National Curriculum subjects are: 

English, maths, science, history, geography, modern foreign languages, design and technology, art and design, music, 

physical education, citizenship, information technology (IT). 

 

Students must also learn about religious education and sex education, but parents can ask to withdraw their child from these 

lessons. 

In addition, the school has a strong performing arts tradition and drama and dance are offered at Key Stage 3. 

The Key Stage 3 curriculum is organised as shown below. In years 7 & 8, students build upon knowledge and understanding, 

skills and values in the key areas described above. In year 9, some subjects continue to develop these core skills, whilst others 

begin GCSE courses, in order to get students ready for GCSE courses in years 10 & 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout school we try to offer lessons which are varied, challenging and fun. However, the curriculum is not just about 

developing knowledge and understanding. Lessons are carefully constructed to focus on more developing abstract skills such 

as thinking skills, independent learning skills and team-building skills. We also place a strong emphasis on personal 

development and developing the qualities of courtesy, tolerance, honesty and mutual respect. 

 

Key Stage 3 curriculum [Years 7,8 & 9] 

English 

Maths 

Science 

French/German or both 

Humanities [History, Geography, Religious Education, Ethics & Philosophy, Citizenship] 

 Technology [Food Technology, Textiles, Graphics, Product Design and CAD CAM] 

Art 

Performing Arts [Music, Drama & Dance] 

IT 

PE 

The School Curriculum 
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At a glance subject guide to Key Stage 3 subjects. 

English 
 

The new Key Stage 3 English curriculum at Wollaston is varied, challenging and enjoyable.  Students study a wide range of 

texts which encompass prose, poetry and drama dating from Shakespearean England to the present day.  Our curriculum is 

designed to allow students to practise and improve upon the skills they will require at GCSE level. These skills include reading 

for meaning, writing in a range of forms as well as analysing both seen and unseen texts.  One of our main priorities is to 

improve the accuracy and consistency of the writing produced by our students. This is supported by specific literacy activities 

embedded into our curriculum which help students to improve their sentence structure, punctuation and range of 

vocabulary. 

Maths 
 

During years 7 and 8, students study a range of topics encompassing number, algebra, shape, space, measure and handling 

data. This curriculum is enhanced by practical and investigational work together with using the latest ICT software 

packages.  The GCSE curriculum taught in years 9, 10 and 11, not only builds on these concepts but places a greater emphasis 

in using and applying mathematics in the real world.  Students are now required to demonstrate and explain their answers 

in detail as well as using algebra to support mathematical proof at the highest level. 

 

Science   
 

Students study a range of topics looking at the fundamental ideas in biology, chemistry and physics.  In science our teaching 

develops our students’ curiosity towards the world around them and they learn to work and think as scientists. This will be 

achieved through a focus on scientific enquiry, investigation skills, and independent learning. GCSE studies start in year 9 and 

here we will build on these skills to prepare students for the demands of the Key Stage 4 curriculum.  All science lessons take 

place in a suite of eleven laboratories so that there is a huge emphasis on practical experiments. 

Humanities 
 

During the course of Key Stage 3, students study three distinct subjects in humanities: ethics and philosophy, geography and 

history. Many of the topics studied over the three years aim to assess students’ place in their rapidly changing world, whilst 

reflecting on the past that has helped shaped it. All humanities subjects develop the explanatory nature of why certain things 

happen or have happened, with an emphasis of analysing concepts, issues and processes through a range of examples. Topics 

such as ‘Conflict’, ‘Animal Rights’, ‘The Holocaust’, ‘World War One and Two’, ‘Natural Hazards’ and ‘China’ are examples of 

the diverse curriculum that is studied. After Key Stage 3, students have the opportunity to choose to continue with geography, 

history and ethics and philosophy, as well as sociology. 

Languages 
 

Students study either French or German when they start at Wollaston and have the opportunity to take this language right 

through to A-Level.  We are currently offering 2 languages at Key Stage 3 for more able linguists for the first time.  At Key 

Stage 3 they study a range of topics such as Family, Health, Free Time, Cinema, Music, Jobs and the Environment.  The 

emphasis is on confidence in communicating, but also on having a sound understanding of grammar. Students are 

encouraged to be creative and enjoy a range of group activities, presentations, games and challenges where they can use 

their language actively.  Students have access to our languages laboratory, with state-of-the-art software to improve speaking 

and listening skills, and are supported each year by language assistants from France and Germany. 

Art & Design Technology 
 

During Key Stage 3 students study a variety of topics within the art and design technology faculty.  In year 7 students study 

design technology by undertaking a range of design and practical tasks in 3 material areas; food technology, textiles and 

product design where they develop key skills which they can build on in years 8 and 9.  In year 7, art students develop a broad 

range of creative skills through the teaching of a variety of art concepts, techniques and processes.  Students gain these key 

skills through 3 distinct projects; ‘Shoes’, ‘Portraits’ and ‘Multi-cultural design’.  Within each of these projects students extend 

their knowledge through the exploration of mask-making and colour in a range of two and three dimensional techniques and 

materials. 
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Music 

During years 7, 8 and 9 students study a progressive curriculum beginning with the elements of music. They are encouraged 

to develop knowledge and skills through a practical approach to music with regular opportunities to perform, compose, listen 

to and research different musical styles.  Key topics include African Drumming, Blues, Reggae, Film Music, Adverts, Ringtones, 

Song-writing and Music Technology.  Music is offered at Key Stage 4 as a GCSE option and this builds on the skills introduced 

at Key Stage 3, as well as preparing learners for post-16 choices of A-level or BTEC Level 3 Music.  

Drama & Dance 

In Key Stage 3 pupils undertake a practical curriculum where learners are encouraged to develop a range of drama and dance 

skills with classes rotating between subjects every half-term.  In Drama these skills include role play, hot seating, still image, 

thought-tracking and writing in role through exploration, performing and evaluating.  In Dance, students will develop 

knowledge of skills including dance actions, motif development, choreographic devices and composition through 

performance, choreography, appreciation and evaluation.  Pupils are given opportunities to work as part of a team as well as 

developing self-confidence and presentation skills.  The content of the course is varied and includes exploration of issues as 

well as scripted or choreographed pieces and learners with an interest are also able to develop a wider understanding of 

technical theatre in Year 9.  At Key Stage 4 learners can opt to study drama and dance further through the choice of either 

GCSE Drama or Dance, or BTEC L2 Performing Arts which may then lead to A-levels or BTEC L3 in these areas.  

Physical Education 

In physical education all year 7 students follow an induction programme in single sex groups for the whole first term where 

assessments and procedures are taught to all. The assessments are largely based on fitness and co-ordination, with some fun 

games to support students’ social development. Groups are then formed based on gender and ability in games or individual 

sports.  Students stay in these groups for the rest of the year.  The lessons dedicated to a range of discrete sports are taught 

in short blocks of six lessons. 

In year 8 & 9 the groups are streamed based on ability and pathway preferences. The groups consist of mixed gender or single 

sex groups and are based on students’ preference for individual or team sport.  The selection of groups is based on where 

we feel the individual will progress best, based on ability and achievement.  The groups rotate through a varied programme 

on a three weekly cycle.  Groups stay with the same member of staff where possible, unless staff expertise means lessons 

can be switched for the benefit of students learning.   

PE is offered as a GCSE option at Key Stage 4. 

Computing and Information Technology  

 

IT and Computing incorporate the development of a wide range of skills integrating programming, multi-media presentations, 

software development, micro computing and data security. The emphasis is on the digital literacy of the student, not just 

their ability to make a presentation, but the ability to gather data safely from the internet, understanding that not all they 

come across may be relevant, accurate or up to date.  Students are taught the ethical issues that surround the use of 

information technology and the laws that are in place to protect users. 

Homework at Key Stage 3 & 

 

As a broad guideline, students are normally be set one piece of homework per subject per week.  As students progress from 

Key Stage 3 into Key Stage 4, the duration and intensity of homework increases. In years 10 & 11, it is more likely that at least 

an hour a week will be set in GCSE subjects, and be more likely to adhere examination specifications and practising past 

examination questions. In practical subjects, students are likely to stay on after school to complete work in school such as 

drama rehearsals and technology artefacts. Please speak to the relevant Head of Faculty if you require further information. 
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Assessment, Student Progress and Reporting to Parents 

At Wollaston we are committed to observing, recording and evaluating pupil achievement at regular intervals in order to 

know: 

 

 What level of attainment and progress each student is making 

 How we can support students to get them to the next stage in their academic development 

 

Each subject regularly assesses students’ progress which feeds into our monitoring systems and reporting schedule.   The 

expectation at Wollaston is that all students flourish.  Throughout years 7 to 9, student progress is assessed regularly and 

reported to parents through several formal reports per year using an on-line reporting system, with the expectation that 

parents can track student progress data as it is uploaded. Parents are able to discuss their child’s progress at an annual 

parents’ evening.  We aim to be transparent with the grades that we issue.  To help parents monitor the achievements of 

their child we provide an assessment profile with each report.  Each assessment profile clearly displays any new grades in a 

table alongside any previously reported grades, allowing parents to easily see the progress that their child has made 

throughout their time at school. 

 

Provision for More Able Students 

It is our intention to recognise when students have a special aptitude for an academic subject, a practical talent or unusually 

high skill levels in PE or the performing arts.  In order to identify and develop these skills, such students’ abilities are logged 

and we try to extend their talents by making special provision for them to excel and develop further in these areas. 

We provide on-site and off-site opportunities for such students through links with institutions of higher education and visiting 

speakers. 

 

Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

At Key Stage 4, students choose from a wide variety of options and information detailing these is available separately.  In 

addition all of the national curriculum subjects outlined above, students may choose additional subjects including hospitality, 

leisure and tourism, textiles, photography, health and social care, performing arts [includes drama and dance] and food 

technology.  It should be noted that Key Stage 4 subjects have been under-going considerable government review and are 

likely to be subject to change in the near future, Parents who wish to discuss the Key Stage 4 programme in detail should 

contact the school.   

 

Key Stage 5 Curriculum 

About sixty percent of our students usually stay on in the Sixth Form, with the other forty percent going on to vocational 

further education college courses or apprenticeships.  The majority complete 3 or 4 A-level courses chosen from a range of 

over 20 subjects, but vocational courses are also popular, including Btec courses in subjects such as public services, health 

and social care, travel & tourism and sport.  The Sixth Form options booklet is a separate document and is available from the 

school on request.  Sixth Form life prepares students for the world of work, or higher education.  In September 2016, about 

75 students progressed on to university, studying a range of courses, from highly academic courses at such as biological 

Sciences at Oxford and medicine at Birmingham, through to vocational courses in midwifery and criminology at our own local 

university here in Northampton.  
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Enrichment Beyond the Classroom 

Wollaston School offers a wide range of extra-curricular activities.  Students are strongly encouraged to become involved in 

one or more of the many opportunities on offer.  Some clubs and activities take place during lunch-break, but are mostly 

after school.  New activities develop as staff introduce ideas, or students express an interest in a particular pursuit.  The table 

below represents the opportunities available at the time of writing; more are added throughout the year and advertised 

during registration time by the Tutor. 

 

Subject 

 

Theme/Topic Activity Year Group 

SCIENCE Science Club Yr7-9 

Earth Club Yr7-9 

ICT Common computer issues & their remedies - What’s in the 
box? 

ALL 

Desktop Challenge ALL 

Editing images ALL 

Digital image creation ALL 

2D animation ALL 

PE Badminton/Table tennis ALL 

Netball ALL 

Football Yr 7 & 9 

Rugby ALL Girls/Boys 

Basketball ALL 

Football ALL Girls 

Football Yr8 & 10 Boys 

Boot Camp Fitness ALL/STAFF 

ENGLISH Controlled Assessment Clinique Yr. 10/ 11 

Book Club ALL 

MATHS GCE Revision Club Yr 12/13 

GCSE Revision Club Yr 10/11 

Preparation for the national ‘Maths Challenge’ competitions Yr 7-13 

LANGUAGES GCSE Support Yr 10/11 

Language Leaders Yr 9 

Projekt Planck ALL 

French and German Club ALL 

BUSINESS 

STUDIES 

Catch up and get ahead with Coursework! Yr11 -14 

Careers Advice Yr11-14 

DANCE Ballet Dance ALL 

A Level and GCSE Rehearsal Yr10 -14 

A Level and GCSE Rehearsal Yr10 -14 

A Level and GCSE Rehearsal Yr10 -14 

A Level and GCSE Rehearsal Yr10 -14 

Dance Ribbon Club All  

RAGE Boys Dance Company Contemporary Dance  ALL Boys 

Tap ALL 

Lindy hop/Rock ‘n’ Roll Yr7-9 

Contemporary Yr9 -11 

ART / DESIGN 

TECNOLOGY 

Textiles Club Yr7 

Art Club All 

Food Club Y7 –9 
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Examination Results 

The school has had an overall upward trend in its GCSE and A-level outcomes in recent years. Examination outcomes in August 

2016 showed improvement in the percentage of students attaining 5 A*-C grades including English and maths. Progress is 

very good in both English and maths and students significantly exceeded national outcomes and government targets for 

expected progress. Progress in most other subjects was also very pleasing.  Where we identify pockets of                         

under-achievement, the Heads of Faculty for each subject secure exam scripts and consider alternative examination 

specifications in order to ensure that each faculty gets the best out of its students.  

  

 

Onward destinations of our students 

It is of great importance to us that our students make progress throughout school life and when they go on to other 

destinations at age 16 or 18, that they have the skills to take them into the workplace or on to higher education destinations.  

We carefully support all of our students’ decision-making about future career paths and only very small numbers of students 

leave Wollaston without having secured places in employment, education or training [NEET] for work when compared to 

national trends.  In the autumn term we follow up students who have not found a place in employment, training or further 

education and provide them with careers guidance. 
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Transition from Year 6 into Year 7 

At Wollaston School, we believe that the transition process from primary to secondary school is crucial to a child’s success. 
We know that it can be an experience accompanied by a mix of emotions for all involved, but our aim at Wollaston is to 

reassure students and parents so that nerves and apprehension are converted to excitement and enthusiasm for the journey 

ahead. Making use of our professional relationships with the local primary schools and using our existing students as 

ambassadors to guide and support our new cohort, the progression from primary to secondary school begins in early April.   

A ‘Summer School’ is offered at Wollaston School during the summer break to help students meet new friends and familiarise 
themselves with the school environment. 

The journey continues once students join us in September with strategies and support put in to place to guarantee a 

successful start to the term.  With an emphasis on team-building, forming relationships and personal awareness, the first 

term offers a residential experience to build a sense of belonging and pride in the Wollaston School community.  We 

constantly strive to improve and develop our practice and listen carefully to feedback from students and parents to ensure 

we are inspiring and motivating students to achieve their aspirations at school. 

Student Safety 

The pastoral and emotional well-being of all our students is of paramount importance to us.  Each year group has a Head of 

Year who works closely with a dedicated student manager and form tutors.  Each year office has an open door policy where 

advice and guidance is offered to anyone who needs it.  We work closely with outside agencies building strong relationships 

to benefit our students.  Students meet with their tutor once a day, partaking in group discussion and improving skills such 

as teamwork, communication and resourcefulness. The role of the tutor is to support each student within their group and is 

the first point of contact for student, parent or teacher if there are any concerns. Community ethos is promoted through 

competitions within tutor groups and houses.  Each week the students meet for an assembly with a framework of themes 

based on academic, community values and personal learning.  Awards assemblies are held once a term to celebrate the 

success of the year group.  We believe this creates a positive community spirit, a strong sense of belonging, where individual 

success can be recognised, rewarded and enjoyed. 

  

We communicate with parents by letter, email or telephone, from time to time, in order to resolve issues swiftly.  Parents 

should contact their child’s form tutor in the first instance if any queries or concerns arise. Each student has a planner to 

record comments, lesson targets and any relevant information such as homework. 

 

Anti-Bullying 
 

We have a clear anti-bullying policy that has a range of strategies for dealing with any issues as they arise, although we are 

pleased to say that such incidents are very rare at Wollaston School. If a student is ever upset or anxious about anything then 

they can always talk to their tutor, visit their student manager or Head of Year. We foster an open and honest relationship 

between parents and the school and we hope that parents feel confident in approaching us when matters arise.  

 

  

The School Pastoral System 
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Behaviour Policy 

Wollaston School believes in establishing and maintaining a positive learning culture, where everyone has the right to feel 

safe, enjoy their learning, achieve to the best of their ability and be treated with respect.   Everyone has a responsibility for 

their own behaviour, to safeguard the rights of other people and to treat others with respect, dignity and cosideration.  Our 

Behaviour Policy underpins the rights and responsibilities which are at the core of our beliefs. 

 

Teachers are expected to demonstrate consistently high standards of personal and professional conduct.  This means that 

we aim to treat students with dignity, building relationships rooted in mutual respect, and at all times observing proper 

boundaries appropriate to a teacher’s professional position.  We have regard for the need to safeguard students’ well-being 

and show tolerance of and respect for the rights of others, preserving fundamental values, including democracy, the rule of 

law, individual liberty and mutual respect, and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. 

 

Within the school, pastoral teams have direct responsibility for managing the behaviour of students and ensuring the smooth 

running of the school is maintained.  These include teachers and support staff, learning support assistants, student managers 

and Heads of Year. These teams are supported by the school’s leadership team.  

We have high expectations of students. To ensure that high standards of behaviour are maintained consistently throughout 

the school, the school expects all students, with parental support, to abide by the Behaviour policy. This comprises four key 

aspects: 

 

 

Respect for oneself 

 

This is shown by a positive and active involvement in classwork and school life.  Lessons are able to progress without 

disruption.  Each student should ensure that they arrive ready to learn.  We expect Wollaston students to follow classroom 

routines and expectations and ensure that a positive learning environment is maintained.   

 

Respect for others and their culture 

 

All members of the school community should be treated with respect.  This is shown by the way that we speak to each other 

and by being courteous, well mannered and by showing regard for the feelings of others and any difficulties that they may 

face.  Discrimination will not be accepted. 

 

Respect for the environment 

 

We all benefit from working in a clean and tidy environment that is well-resourced and safe.  To maintain this, all members 

of the school should take care of all areas within the school by not dropping litter, not eating other than in designated areas 

and not chewing gum.  It is also important to respect other people’s property and work displayed around the school, and to 
report any theft or damage to the nearest member of staff.  

 

Apply the school uniform code 

 

We expect students to wear the correct uniform at all times.   

  



15 

 

 

Additional Student Support 

The support offered by the additional needs team is based on individual student needs.  Where appropriate, students with 

additional needs are allocated a keyworker who will be the child’s point of contact within school for mentoring and support.  

The additional needs team liaise closely with teaching staff and Heads of Year to ensure that support is holistic and focussed 

on the individual needs of the child.  Our dedicated team of learning support assistants provide help and support within 

classroom situations across the curriculum.  

We are able to provide a number of support programmes at the school including;  

 Anxiety programmes 

 Speech and language sessions 

 Preparation for exams support sessions 

 Handwriting 

 Literacy support sessions 

 Numeracy support sessions 

For vulnerable students we also offer a safe haven for breakfast and lunch clubs as well as a meet and greet service. In 

addition to this we offer homework club to support students who may require help or support in completing work outside 

the classroom. 

We carry out diagnostic reading and spelling tests as well as access testing to ensure that students who need additional 

arrangements during examination periods are accommodated and commission outside agencies for individual testing as and 

when required.  

Wollaston School’s additional needs team liaise closely with primary feeder schools to ensure a smooth transition for 

students to secondary school.  We host a number of events for vulnerable students prior to starting at Wollaston School in 

order for students to familiarise themselves with their new environment.  

The additional needs team ensure that detailed information about each student with additional needs is relayed to each 

member of staff, so that teaching staff are equipped to meet individual needs within the classroom.   We provide a range of 

resources to meet individual needs such as netbooks, coloured overlays and keyword books.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Caroline Barton – Assistant Head - SEN  

Tracy Fincher  -   SENCO    

Emma Tate    -    Assistant SENCO     

Helen Love  -  Additional Needs Administrator

                  

 


