
A Level Art 

Course 1—Photography 

What is A Level Art & Design?       
Photography will allow students the chance to build their understanding of a variety of photographic tech-
niques and  styles and encourages pupils to develop independent curiosity and improve research and devel-
opment skills.  Pupils will have the potential to work outside the classroom in galleries,  museums and other 
venues, as well as experiencing dark room/ studio workings to support their portfolio composition.  This 
course will allow pupils to experiment through digital, studio, Photoshop, moving images, experimental im-
agery and photographic installation.   
  
What does the course cover?  
The main purpose of this course is to allow pupils a greater understanding and development of an ever in-
creasingly popular visual media and being able to respond to a theme in a personal and creative way and per-
haps even developing it on into a potential career opportunities.  The skills pupils will develop will be included  
developing knowledge of the different techniques, practices and technologies within photography,  develop-
ing skills that show in-depth ideas and feelings using photography, students will expand their imaginative and 
creative powers and their experimental, analytical and documenting skills including the research of photogra-
phers and artist.  Through these skills pupils will develop a specialist vocabulary and the ability to communi-
cate their opinions, ideas and research through their portfolios.  
  
What themes are studied?  
In AS pupils will be reintroduced to the theme of photography and undergo a selection of work that covers 
photography as a media. Pupils will then be introduced to a topic title, where pupils will respond with their 
own research and development of investigations, research and experiments. Pupils who choose to do just AS 
will move on to the exam, where as A2  pupils will be able to continue this theme on into their second year. 
Providing a more in depth study. In A2 pupils can either continue with the theme from their As studies or start 
fresh with their own theme which will be supported by a critical study then finally their exam.  
Assessment 

The teachers assess and mark all the units for ‘AS’ and ‘A2’ and their marks are moderated by  
AQA, they can be separate courses. 
 

What next?  

There are many careers that can come from studying Photography.  Some require further study at an Art 
school, further education college or university, while others can take on apprenticeships.  Most pupils will go 
one to university where the photography course will support their studies such as media, web design, game 
design, and architecture.  Career paths might include Professional photography, freelance photographer, ad-
vertising, media, film and TV industry, education, security, magazine and paper back media, architecture and 
many more.    
  
For more information about the courses, your suitability for them, and possible career paths for students with 
Photography skills, see the displays in the IT11, talk to your Art/Photography teacher or Mrs Redfern, Head of 
Faculty Art, Design & Technology.  

AS Level A2 Level 
Component 1 Coursework 

Students will be required to explore a theme within pho-
tography  60% 

 

Component 2 

Externally set exam theme with 12 weeks research and an 
10 hour final piece 40% 

 

Practical work 

A set of practical work on a personal topic and a written 
critical study of approx. 3000 words 60% 

  
Externally set exam theme with 12 weeks of research and a 
15 hour final piece 40% 
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