
BTEC Performing Arts 

Course 1: Extended Certificate 

Course 2: National Diploma 

What is BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts?      
BTEC Performing Arts is designed for learners who have a keen interest in the Performing Arts and 
want to develop a range of skills for both practical performance and the performing arts industry. The 
focus is developing skills and knowledge of the working environment of performing artists with a 
hands-on, independent, practical approach to learning. To complete the Extended Certificate 360 GLH 
(Guided Learning Hours) are required consisting of 3 mandatory units and 1 additional optional unit. 
For the Diploma course it is a total of 720 GLH consisting of 6 mandatory units and 2 additional  
optional units.  Additional units are determined by the course leaders depending on the interests and 
strengths of the learners following the course. Some units are assessed externally while others are set 
and assessed internally. All assignments are graded as either Distinction, Merit or Pass and gain UCAS 
points in line with the A level grading of D*= A*, D=A, M=C and P=E. 
 

What does the course cover? 

The main purpose of BTEC Performing Arts is to develop the student’s ability to appreciate the multi-

faceted world of the performing arts through study of performances, become enabled to respond in a 
personal, creative way through performance and exploration and develop knowledge and practical 
skills needed to organize and stage successful performing arts event. Skills and knowledge gained will 
be varied. The mandatory units for each course are outlined below and information about Optional 
units is available on the Edexcel website. 

What next? 

Further study and career opportunities in performing arts include university or college degrees and 
diplomas in Musical Theatre, Acting, Physical Theatre, Dance, Stage Management, Technical Theatre, 
Directing, Arts Management. Opportunities for performance work exist through community arts 
groups and small theatre companies. 
For more information see Ms Walker, Head of Faculty for Performing Arts or any of the other  
Performing Arts teachers. 

Mandatory Units 

Extended Certificate & Diploma Diploma 

UNIT 1: Investigating Practitioners’ Work 
(External, 90 GLH) 

Investigate the work of performing arts  
practitioners, develop critical analysis skills and 
contextual understanding of how practitioners 
communicate themes in their work. 

 UNIT 4: Performing Arts in the Community 
(Internal, 90 GLH) 

Develop knowledge and understanding of  
performing in the community applying specialist 
skills and techniques to a community  
performance project. 

UNIT 2: Developing Skills and Techniques for 
Live Performance (Internal, 90 GLH) 

Explore technical performance skills,  
demonstrating skills and techniques in at least 
two performance styles within a selected  
discipline. 

 UNIT 5: Individual Performance Commission 
(External, 120 GLH) 
Understand the nature and purpose of  
commission work responding individually to a 
specific commission brief by applying their  
performance skills. 

UNIT 3: Performance Workshop (External, 120 
GLH) 
Explore and integrate creative, physical and  
vocal skills and techniques, working  
collaboratively to create a performance in  
response to a given stimulus. 

 UNIT 6: Final Live Performance to an Audience 
(Internal, 90 GLH) 

Practical exploration and application of  
specialist skills and techniques through the  
development and rehearsal of final live  
performance to an audience. 
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