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What are OCR Technicals? 

 

The Cambridge Technicals Introductory Diploma in ICT at level 3 provides candidates with high  
quality, industry-relevant qualifications geared to the specific requirements of key sectors. They are 
vocationally related qualifications that provide valuable opportunities for individuals to develop skills 
and gain underpinning knowledge and understanding which will support entry into work or  
progression to further studies through Further Education or Higher Education. 
 

The level 3 Cambridge Technicals comprise of five units taught over a two year period. The first two 
units are compulsory while the following three are optional from a list supplied by OCR. There are a 
wide range of units available to pupils, which would stretch and challenge conceptions and opinions 
in ICT, from database design and creation to the development of e-commerce.  
 

What does the course involve? 

Mandatory units in Year 12  
 

Then there is an additional other unit covered that will be decided by the group and teaching staff. 
 

Year 13 units 

A further two units will be covered in Year thirteen , with the students being able to specialise in the 
pathway that they wish to  follow, IT infrastructure Technician, Emerging digital practitioner,  
Application developer and Data analyst.  One will be coursework and the latter will be a final  
examination.  
 

How is it assessed? 

The mandatory units are in the form of an external examination,  and all  further evidence on units 
will be portfolio based that will be internally assessed and then externally moderated. Using a clear, 
logical and sensible assessment processes familiar to students who took the key stage 4 course 
(PMDD*), allowing students to guide through the requirements using industry standard software the 
school has purchased to assist when producing the evidence.  Units consist of different Pass, Merit 
and Distinction tasks 

 

 A Level grade equivalent grades, Pass = E, Merit = C, Distinction = A and Distinction* = A*  
 Coursework  units are internally marked by the lead teacher, moderated internally  
 Units are then moderated by an external  examiner 

 

Where next? 

From this course many different pathways can be undertaken, the Technicals as designed to be an 
underpinning foundation to the level 4 courses that follow in FE and University.  These qualifications 
offer the learner the  
opportunity for a programme of study to prepare for further learning of training and develop 
knowledge and skills in a subject that interests them with the aim of enhancing their employability. 

Unit 1 - Fundamentals of IT Unit 2 – Global Information 

ü Computer hardware 

ü Types of system 

ü  Computer software 

ü Systems for Business 

ü Employability and communication skills 

ü Ethical and operational issues 

ü Data Storage 

üClassification and management of information 

üGlobal information, benefits to individuals and  
      business 

üLegal framework 

üProcess and flow of information 

üPrinciples of information security 

  


