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Now is an exciting time to join Wollaston School Sixth Form – with excellent examination results, higher numbers than ever 

securing places at top universities and every student moving onto further education, employment or training, students at 

Wollaston Sixth Form achieve success at all levels. The numbers of Wollaston students securing the top grades rose again, 

with 28 % of all entries awarded A* or A grades. Over 50% of entries were graded A*- B which is significant because students 

require these high grades to win places at the top universities in the country.     

It is not only A-Level results that are impressive – we are proud of the achievements of all our students and those who chose 

a more vocational route, opting for BTEC National qualifications in Health Studies, Sports Studies or Performing Arts or Public 

Services, surpassed themselves with outstanding results.  In fact 50% of these BTEC results were graded at Distinction*, 

equivalent to an A* at A level.   

The recent redevelopment of the school Library into the new Resource Centre, will allow for a dedicated Sixth Form study 

area, to complement the current Sixth Form Centre. Our dedicated study centre provides WiFi access for all students, and a 

Sixth Form Café operates throughout the school day for our students helping them to develop greater independence in the 

way they structure their day. The recent productions – our version of ‘Grease’, the stage show ‘Oliver’ and the very popular 

A to Z of Variety, showcased the musical and theatrical talents of the Sixth Form.  June 2015 saw Wollaston School host the 

2nd “Inspire and Aspire” Conference, involving visiting speakers from 10 different universities including Cambridge University 

and the University of East Anglia.  Students (including over 100 from neighbouring schools) took part in a range of lectures, 

Q&A sessions and Masterclasses all designed to help them consider where their future may lead them.   

Our Sixth Form continues to be a varied, exciting and aspirational community: a Careers Fair in July 2016 with over thirty 

local, national and international employers, university and training providers. Visits to Birmingham University and the 

Midlands UCAS Higher Education Convention; the Wellingborough inter-school Sixth Form Olympics, and The Hub – a thriving 

forum for student voice. Over the past year students have enjoyed events ranging from visits to East Coast USA and Rome, 

to theatre productions in the West End and fieldwork visits.   

The first thing you will notice about life in the Sixth Form is that your relationship with your teachers has changed. The 

learning process becomes much more of a partnership between yourself and your teachers; you will quickly learn that they 

are there to help you fulfil your potential. 

The Sixth Form years offer greater freedom and opportunity, but along with this freedom comes more responsibility.  It is a 

time for you to take control of your own destiny; an exciting time when you will make big decisions as you prepare for higher 

education, employment and your future career. 

You may find that A Level and BTEC is the most difficult work you have ever studied. The amount you are expected to cover, 

in lessons and in free time, is greater than you thought possible for any single student! At the same time, you will be looking 

forward to greater freedom and privileges. You may need help to get the balance right between your academic and social 

pursuits. 

Everything is in place at Wollaston School to help you make these adjustments. We are not a Sixth Form College and our 

smaller size allows us to retain a genuine sense of community and for teaching staff to offer focused individual support. Our 

dedicated and experienced team offers advice that will guide you through your Sixth Form studies. 

Yes, there will be high expectations, but we want you to leave Wollaston School believing that everything you strive for IS 

possible. You will explore exciting and extensive opportunities, be encouraged to be inquisitive and to innovate, to face 

challenges, take responsibility and show leadership, and to be a force for good in the school community. 

Welcome to our Sixth Form. I am sure you will enjoy your time here.         

Mr D Keane – Head of Sixth Form 

 

 

Welcome from the Head of Sixth Form 
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Key Sixth Form Staff 
 
 

                     

  

 

 

Mr Damien Keane    Miss Amy Hefford     Miss Clare Randell        Mrs Jo Melia            Mrs Julie Jeffries 

Assistant Headteacher       Assistant Head of Assistant Head of                    Sixth Form                         Sixth Form 

 & Head of Sixth Form             Sixth Form                           Sixth Form                       Centre Manager                         HTLA 

 
 

Subjects 

The majority of our Sixth Form students complete 3 or 4 A-level courses chosen from a range of over 20 subjects, but 

vocational courses are also popular, including BTEC courses in subjects such as public services, health and social care and 

sport.  It is possible to study a mix of both A-Levels and BTEC subjects and, increasingly, this is becoming more common as 

students can create a package to suit their specific career plans.  Detailed subject information, for all subjects is available on 

our website.    

Entry Requirements 

Our concern is for students to succeed.  Evidence clearly shows that it is disadvantageous to students to take courses that 

are too demanding.  We aim to encourage success with our tiered entry criteria.  Our general advice is based on prior evidence 

that students who do not meet these requirements generally do not succeed on A-Level (or equivalent Level 3) courses. 

Attainment 8 Score 
What grades does 

this mean? 
Offer Description 

6.0+ Mix of B/A/A* grades All subjects.  Students may select 3 or 4 subjects. 

5.0+ Mainly B grades All subjects with the exception of Physics, Chemistry, 

Biology, Maths and Further Maths.  Students may select 3 

or 4 subjects. 

4.0+ Mainly C grades Access to Sixth Form.  Guided choice of 3 courses – likely 

to be a mix of A-Levels/BTEC’s.   
3.5-4.0 Mix of D/C grades A place may be offered in Sixth Form dependent upon 

subject choices.   

Below 3.5 Mainly D grades No access to Wollaston School Sixth Form unless 

exceptional circumstances apply. 

 

What is Attainment 8?  How can I work out my Attainment 8 score? 

Attainment 8 measures a student's average grade across eight subjects.  This new measure is designed by the government 

to encourage schools to offer a broad, well-balanced curriculum. 

The eight subjects fit into three groups: 

 English and Maths. These are "double-weighted" – they count twice.  

 EBacc. These are the highest scores from the sciences, computer science, geography, history and languages. 

 Open group. Any remaining GCSEs and other approved academic, arts or vocational qualifications. 

 

Calculating Attainment 8 

The Sixth Form Curriculum 
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Add up the points achieved in your eight subjects and divide by 10 (because Maths & English are ‘double-weighted’).   

Please note 

 We strongly advise that a B grade at GCSE is needed in the subject you wish to study at A-Level.  Students need to 

secure at least a C grade at GCSE to do a subject at A-Level. 

 BTEC subjects can be taught as a Single Award (equivalent to one A-Level) or a Double Award (equivalent to 2 A-

Levels).  The Double Award BTEC counts for 2 subject choices. 

 Hours of contact time will be proportional to class sizes. Generally students will receive 4 or 5 taught hours per 

subject per week. 

 Students who do not secure a grade 4 in Maths or English GCSE will be expected to attend re-sit classes in these 

subjects.   

 We strongly advise that a Grade 7 is needed in GCSE Maths in order to succeed in A-Level Maths, while Further 

Maths A-Level requires that you have achieved at least a GCSE Grade of 8 in Maths. 

 BTEC Sport requires that you have achieved at least a GCSE Grade of C in Science. 

 

We also place a lot of emphasis on the effort shown by students.  For our current Year 11 students we will use effort scores 

from Year 10 and Year 11 to help us decide what sort of offer to make.  For external applicants we will request a reference 

from your current school.   

 

It is important to point out that we are not rigid in our application of the entry criteria.  Extenuating circumstances do occur 

and we are happy to discuss these as necessary. 

 

Example Attainment 8 Calculation 

Qualification Grade Points Group it's counted in Total points 

GCSE Maths n/a 7 English and Maths 14 (doubled) 

GCSE English Language n/a 8 English and Maths 16 (doubled) 

GCSE English Literature n/a 6 Open group 6 

GCSE Additional Science B 6 EBacc 6 

GCSE Art C 5 Open group 5 

GCSE Core Science A 7 EBacc 7 

GCSE French C 5 Open group 5 

GCSE History B 6 EBacc 6 

 

The total is 65, and we divide by 10 to get the Attainment 8 score: 6.5. 

Other Level 2 (equivalent to GCSE) qualifications will also use the same point structure, for example BTEC qualifications.  

Broadly, these will award points as follows: 

Pass = 4 

Merit = 6.25 

Distinction = 7.75 

Changes to A-Levels 
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By the year 2017 all A-Levels will change.  Previously all students sat AS exams at the end of Year 12 and these accounted for 

50% of the overall A-Level grade.  The main changes are as follows: 

 A-Levels will become linear – that is to say all examinations will be taken at the end of two years.   

 AS Levels (Year 12 study) will not count in the overall A-Level grade. 

 Exam boards will be able to introduce new A-Levels with no AS exams – schools will therefore not need to enter 

students for exams at the end of Year 12 (although many will chose to still do so)  

Why are A-Levels changing? 

In the Ofqual ‘Update on the Reforms Being Made to AS Qualifications and A-Levels’ (April 2014) 4 reasons are cited: 
 

1. There are too many resits; 

2. Too many assessments disrupt teaching; 

3. Too many assessments can have a negative effect on other subjects; 

4. The modular system isn’t giving students a broad range of knowledge. 
 

Which subjects are changing…and when? 

 

• From September 2017, we anticipate that all our A-Levels will be the new ‘linear’ style.  However – some subjects 

have not yet published finalised curriculum guidance so we cannot be 100% certain.   

 

Students who started Sixth Form before September 2017 will have been studying a mix of A-Levels – some in which AS will 

still be worth 50% of the overall A-Level and others in which AS will have no link to the final A-Level grade.  Therefore the 

system of A-Levels for your son or daughter will be different to the system that previous students have experienced.   

What will Wollaston School’s approach to the new A-Levels be? 

From September 2017, students in our Sixth Form will not be sitting AS exams at the end of year 12.  Instead students will sit 

internal exams towards the end of Year 12 and we will use these to help us predict grades for university/employment 

references.   

So – should you study 3 or 4 subjects? 

If you study 4 subjects in Year 12, you will probably choose to drop a subject at the end of Year 12.  Given that we are not 

doing AS exams, you will gain no qualification for this year of study.  However, we still see huge benefits in studying 4 subjects.  

Firstly if you can’t decide on 3 subjects, you will gain an extra year to help you make your mind up.  Secondly, by doing 4 

subjects you will be further developing skills in time management, prioritising workload, balancing study and home life.  All 

of these are vital skills and will be of benefit to any future job or university applications.   

Other options: 

Increasingly students are opting for a ‘3+’ model. In this instance a student will choose to study 3 subjects and then will add 

an additional qualification on, that is not a full A-Level.  Currently we offer two qualifications like this, the Extended Project 

Qualification and Core Maths.  Information on both these course can be found on our website.   
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Examination Results 

The school has had an overall upward trend in its A-level & BTEC outcomes in recent years; overall, progress is good and in 

most subjects students made expected or better than expected progress. Where we identify pockets of under-achievement, 

the Heads of Faculty for each subject secure exam scripts and consider alternative examination specifications in order to 

ensure that each department gets the best out of its students.  

 

Onward destinations of our students 

It is of great importance to us that our students make progress throughout school life and when they go on to other 

destinations at age 18, that they have the skills to take them into the workplace or on to higher education destinations.  We 

carefully support all of our students’ decision-making about future career paths and only very small numbers of students 

leave Wollaston without having secured places in employment, education or training for work when compared to national 

trends. In the autumn term we follow up students who have not found a place in employment, training or further education 

and provide them with careers guidance. 
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The School Day 

Assembly/Tutorial 08.55 - 09.10  a.m. 

Period 1 09.10 - 10.00  a.m. 

Period 2 10.00 - 10.50 a.m. 

Break 10.50 - 11.10 a.m. 

Period 3 11.10 - 12.00 p.m. 

Period 4 12.00 – 12.50  p.m. 

Lunch 12.50 – 01.20  p.m. 

Period 5 01.20 – 02.10  p.m. 

Period 6 02.10 – 03.00     p.m. 

Attendance and Punctuality 

At Wollaston School Sixth Form we encourage, value and reward good attendance and currently the average attendance of 

our students is above 96%. Research shows that good attendance goes hand in hand with good progress and examination 

results and therefore, we will monitor and inform you of your child’s attendance rate and promote, within school, good 
attendance and punctuality. We strive to achieve this in a number of ways: 

 

 Regular conversations with students about attendance. 

 Increasing the awareness of the relationship between good attendance and progress. 

 Rewarding excellent attendance and recognising improving attendance.  

 Regular communication with parents/carers. 

 Using outside agencies to help families. 
 

Our Sixth Form is not like a college – we expect students to be on site from 8.55am – 3.00pm every day.  After the school day 

begins at 8.55am, the gates are locked for security purposes. Students who are late sign in at main reception. However we 

also try to help students become more independent.  In Year 13 this may mean allowing ‘home study’, if appropriate.  
Students are allowed to ‘sign out’ provided they have a valid reason.  This, though, is monitored.   

We appreciate that students do become ill on occasions, but we promote a return to school as soon as possible after their 

absence and ensure students work towards catching up with the learning they have missed.  We recognise the need for some 

students to be supported on their return to school and use a multitude of supportive strategies to facilitate the integration. 

All teachers help support this process.  
It is important to note that schools are not able to authorise holiday in term time. 

 

Extra & Super Curriculum 

Wollaston Sixth Form is about much more than lessons and academic study.  We offer a wide range of extra & super 

curriculum opportunities designed to enhance student experience, support applications to university and develop personal 

qualities of leadership, maturity and independence.  All students will be expected to take part in some form of enrichment 

and, currently, the following opportunities are available: 

 Community Leaders Award 

 Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme 

 First Aid qualifications 

 Student support –e.g. acting as a reading buddy to lower school students or supporting in lower school lessons 

 Running/ supporting school clubs 

 Editing the school Newsletter and Staff Bulletin 

 Access to free online courses, via www.futurelearn.com 

 Work experience in local primary schools, health care settings or sports venues. 

In addition, as one of only six ‘Champion Schools’ in Northamptonshire we are able to guarantee all our Year 12 students a 
place on  a National Citizen Service (NCS) programme, combining community action with outdoor education.   

Sixth Form Routines 

http://www.futurelearn.com/
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Dress Code 

The Sixth Form does not have a formal uniform, like the rest of the school.  However there is a dress code, reviewed regularly 

by both staff and the Student Council, the Hub, and we expect all students to adhere to this.  The dress code is as follows:  
 

As a general rule dress should be of a smart ‘office like’ standard.  In addition a ‘modesty’ rule applies.  Skirts must be of a 

reasonable length and tops should have appropriate necklines and be of an appropriate length to ensure modesty.  

Boys Dress Code Girls Dress Code 

Tailored trousers or shorts 

Shirt (tie optional) 

Polo shirt  

Jumper/pullover  

Shoes (not trainers) 

Tailored trousers or shorts 

Skirts  

Blouse/top 

Jumper/pullover   

Shoes (not trainers) 

 

Unacceptable items are: 

 Unnatural Hair Colour 

 Trainers 

 Any blue denim items e.g. jeans, shorts or skirts (including Jeggings) 

 Combat style or Chino style trousers 

 Hoodies 

 Sportswear e.g. joggers, football/rugby shirts 

 Shoestring strap or halter style tops 

As many students study PE, Leisure and Dance it is obviously necessary for sportswear to be worn for these lessons. 

‘Dress Down Friday’ takes place every week to allow students to wear their more casual clothes.  It should be noted that the 
modesty rule still applies. 

Communication 

Developing and maintaining good communication between home and school can be crucial in ensuring students do the best 

they can.  However as a Sixth Form we are aware that our students are now young adults with a greater desire to organise 

and manage their own lives than they had when in Year 7.  As a general rule of thumb students like us to share their successes 

with parents/carers, yet are less keen for us to share our concerns!  Getting this balance right can sometimes be tricky but 

you will always be kept informed of both successes and concerns, via a variety of methods: 
 

 E-mail contact with your son/daughters mentor 

 Reports on academic progress, twice yearly 

 Parents Evenings 

 Letters, e-mails, postcards or phonecalls from teachers 

 Whole Sixth Form letters or newsletters 
 

We always discuss progress directly with students and use the opportunity of regular mentor meetings to both praise and 

challenge students.  We also try, where possible, to give students the opportunity to make improvements before calling home 

about any adacemic concerns.   

Sixth Form students sign a code of conduct in order to maintain a safe, calm and orderly learning environment.  The 

expectation of all students, at all times, is that they meet the school’s high standards of behaviour and follow school rules.   

We do not, generally, expect to use sanctions for poor behaviour with our Sixth Form students.  Where issues do occur we 

find that discussing things with the student, and involving parents if appropriate, is the best course of action.  It usually follows 

that if a Sixth Form student is not performing well and is not responding to the support offered there is a wider issue that a 

school sanction will not help.  In these, rare, cases we will support students in whatever way is most appropriate.   

 

 
The Sixth Form Pastoral System 
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Transition from Year 11 into Year 12 

At Wollaston School, we believe that the transition process from Year 11 into Sixth Form is crucial to a child’s success. We 
know that it can be an experience accompanied by a mix of emotions for all involved, but our aim at Wollaston is to reassure 

students and parents so that nerves and apprehension are converted to excitement and enthusiasm for the journey ahead. 

For our current Year 11 students this process has already begun.  The summer term of Year 10 is when we start, formally, the 

transition process with an evening event for Y10 students and parents to introduce the Sixth Form.  Through the Autumn 

term of Year 11 we provide a range of opportunities for students – Open Lunches, Drop-in Assemblies, Student Shadowing – 

all designed to de-mystify the Sixth Form and allow Year 11 students to speak to a range of current Sixth Formers and teachers 

about life in the Sixth Form.  The application process ensures that every candidate receives a one-to-one discussion with a 

member of staff to help ensure that they are making well informed choices about Sixth Form.  In July each year successful 

applicants are invited to attend a two day Induction where students will attend real Sixth Form lessons as well as take part in 

a range of activities to introduce them to life in the Sixth Form.   

Once students start Sixth Form we spend a lot of time in their first term monitoring their progress, providing guidance on 

adapting to different ways of working and managing their time more effectively and monitoring their lessons.  All these 

measures are to ensure that students are both supported and challenged to achieve their aspirations at school. 

 

Mentoring 

The pastoral and emotional well-being of all our students is of paramount importance to us.  The cornerstone to success in 

the Sixth Form is the mentor.  Mentors see students on a daily basis during registration, but in addition to this, they will meet 

with each student at least once per half-term to discuss their academic progress. The purpose of this meeting is to focus on 

students’ academic progress and to identify the student’s strengths and weaknesses, as well as any barriers to achievement. 
The mentor will agree targets with the student and ensure they understand how to achieve them.   Morning registration 

provides an opportunity to check on the progress of these targets in an informal way. 

For a parent the mentor should be the first point of contact with the school – they will liaise with subject staff and, through 

their regular mentor meetings, will be best placed to support their mentees in school.   

We have an established mentor programme with themes delivered on a fortnightly basis to support students personal, social 

and emotional (not to mention academic) development.   

Each week the students meet for an assembly with a framework of themes based on academic, community values and 

personal learning.  Awards assemblies are held once a term to celebrate the success of the year group.  We believe this 

creates a positive community spirit, a strong sense of belonging, where individual success can be recognised, rewarded and 

enjoyed.  

 

Personal, emotional or social concerns  

 

We are fully aware that life can be very complex for young adults in the 21st century – the changing nature of their friendships, 

work-life balance, online communications, future plans, exams, changing family arrangements – all these, and more, can have 

an impact on student happiness.  The Sixth Form operates an ‘open door’ policy for all students – students may, and do, 

speak with the Sixth Form Centre manager, Assistant Head of Sixth Form or Head of Sixth Form at any time, for advice, support 

and guidance and we will do our utmost to help students solve any problems they may have.  We have good relationships 

with a range of outside agencies and do work with parents and students to access such support where necessary.   

 

 

Student Leadership 

We believe in providing students with the opportunity to develop leadership, maturity and commitment during their time in 

Sixth Form.  Our students play a vital role in improving, not only the Sixth Form, but also the wider school.  There are a wide-

range of ways in which they do this: 
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Head & Deputy Head Girl & Boy 

 

Head Girl – Libby Bond                  Head Boy – Elliot Williams 

  

Deputy Head Girl – Eve Mann  Deputy Head Girl – Emily Spencer 

  

These students have a major role within the Sixth Form – they present the views of the Sixth Form to staff, represent the 

school at official events (e.g. Open Evenings), and organize Sixth Form events such as Rag Week and the Sixth Form Ball.   

  

The Sixth Form Ambassadors – consists of students who support the work of the Head & Deputy Head Boy/Girl.  They will 

organize social events, conduct tours of the school, represent the sixth form to visitors and act as role models to younger 

students.   

  

The Hub - is a selected group of Sixth Form students who each have a role within our community. Within ‘The Hub’, there 
are four subgroups each with specific responsibilities for Sixth Form life and development: Sixth Form and Beyond, Social, 

Teaching and Learning and Charity.  

  

Since the start of September 2016, Sixth Form students have, among other things: 

 

 Led tours at Open Evening 

 Interviewed potential staff for positions within the school 

 Led Assemblies for Year 10 students and Year 7 students 

 Visited Year 6 students in local primary schools 

 Spoken at the whole-school Open Evening to 300+ parents 

 Arranged social events 

 Taken part in staff meetings contributing to improving lessons 

 Produced the ‘Sixth’ the Sixth Form newsletter 

 Organised sporting fixtures for Sixth Form students 

 Led Primary school sports festivals 

 

We are proud of our students and believe in giving them opportunities to showcase their skills, personalities and qualities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Experiences 

The new arrival 

Botond joined Wollaston School Sixth Form having spent the previous 5 years at another school in Bedfordshire.  Having 

performed well in his GCSE examinations, Botond chose to study for A-Levels in History, English Literature and Psychology.  
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He also chose to complete an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ).  With ambitions to study English Literature at university, 

Botond has already taken part in the Year 12 Study Skills day in October and has recently returned from a visit to Oxford 

University with other Year 12 students.  In his own words, Botond describes his first few weeks here. 

 

“Change, as advertised by the thousands of angst-y teenage quotes on my Tumblr dashboard, is scary. So I was 

understandably petrified when my dad suggested we completely uproot from our life in Luton and move to 

Northamptonshire in the middle of my GCSEs. A long summer soon followed with the typical pressures and anxieties of a 

year 11 student, with the stewing over results day and whatnot; but also whether the move would actually go through. 

Sure enough, on the 5th of September, I started my new life at Wollaston School 6th Form. It has been 11 or so weeks since 

then and I can’t even begin to imagine how much worse life would have been if I didn’t end up moving, and as an English 
Literature student, I should definitely be able to.  

The other students have been incredibly friendly, along with all members of staff as well. I felt at home within the first 

week. Change is rough, but I was eased most of it. 

 

The ‘unsure of what to do’ student 

Emily decided not to join the Sixth Form at Wollaston when in Year 11.  She changed her mind in the summer after GCSE 

exams and is now in Year 13 and has just completed her application for a university place.   

 

Throughout my GCSE’s I had planned to leave school in the July of Year 11 and start a hairdressing apprenticeship in the 

September as it is something I enjoyed doing. This changed in the summer when I thought more and more about going to 

Sixth form instead. I also attended the Sixth Form induction days in July and this made me realise that Wollaston Sixth 

form was a friendly, fun environment to be in and that if I worked hard enough, I could actually get good A level results. 

However, up until the day I received my GCSE results, I was still set on doing my apprenticeship but had doubts due to 

enjoying certain subjects at GCSE and liking the induction days. After opening my results, I showed them to Mr Keane and 

he replied “So you’re going to come to Sixth Form then.”  I then decided that attending Sixth Form was the right choice for 

me instead of the apprenticeship because of my results and I chose to study Geography, Psychology and Health and Social 

Care. I am very glad that this was the decision I made, as I feel like staying on at school has helped me to become the 

hardworking and determined student that I am today. Not only that, but I am privileged to have the position as Deputy 

Head Girl at Wollaston School. Due to this, I have been involved in a variety of events from taking part in Rag Week and 

dressing up for charity to speaking in front of different audiences. I have recently applied to university, to study a Human 

Geography degree and hopefully after this complete a PGCE, in order to become a Geography teacher. Being at Wollaston 

Sixth Form has given me the support, guidance and encouragement to believe I can do whatever I want in the future and 

to work hard for that.   

 

The ‘end of term 1’ student 

Lily joined Wollaston Sixth Form as a Year 12 student in September 2016.  Having spent 5 years here from Year 7 to Year 11, 

she felt that coming to Sixth Form was a natural thing to do, although she did consider and look at other schools.  Here Lily 

reflects back on a year ago, being in Year 11 and the first few weeks of Sixth Form: 

 

It all seems a bit overwhelming at this time being in Year 11, you're preparing for your mocks, revising, meeting coursework 

deadlines, and on top of all that you've got to think about what you're going to do once you've finished your exams.  For 

me, I was always pretty sure that I wanted to stay at Wollaston: I live here, I know the teachers, it's all familiar and I know 

that it would be a great place for me to do my A-Levels.  I wasn't too sure exactly what subjects I wanted to do, but I knew 

for sure that I wanted to do them at Wollaston.  Looking back, I'm very glad I was accepted to stay on at Wollaston Sixth 

Form, and I'm enjoying my time here a lot!  So – how is it different?  Well you need to be more independent, and you can 

choose exactly what subjects you want to do, so you can get the most out of your learning experience here at Wollaston.  

I love being able to have free time within school, and although you might think it's great because you can do what you 

want, everyone realises at some point that you need to use study periods effectively, so you don't end up doing everything 

at home, which can be very stressful!  The school provides lots of facilities for you to use during independent study, such 

as the Sixth Form Centre for quiet work and computer access and the new library space for silent work, which I find very 

useful when I want to knuckle down and get on!  Lessons in A-Level differ from those at GCSE in the fact that they are more 

intense but more enjoyable, as you are in an environment with people who are interested in the subject like you are, you 
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share a common goal that you all want to do well and are motivated.  The Sixth Form community is very welcoming, it has 

a comfortable atmosphere, and everyone gets along with each other well.  There are so many events you can get involved 

in such as the Sixth Form Olympics, RAG week, the Teambuilding Assault Course and also attend the socials which fund the 

summer ball at the end of the year!  All these are great for creating a friendly atmosphere where people get along.  As you 

can probably see I love being at Wollaston Sixth Form, and I couldn't recommend it enough to you!  If you're unsure, just 

ask questions, find out as much information as you can to help you decide, whether it be on what Sixth Form or College to 

go to or what subjects you choose. 

 

 

The returner 

Marcus decided to leave Wollaston School at the end of Year 11.  Following a brief period at college he contacted us to 

arrange to re-start Sixth Form in mid-September.  Here Marcus describes his experiences: 

 

“At the time of picking our options in Year 9, I was very confident on choosing Business as my future career and going 

into Administration and Marketing. By the end of Year 10, we were constantly asked about what we want to do after 

Year 11; my choice was a college in Northampton. I hadn’t really thought much about Sixth Form other than it was going 
to be more stressful than my exams. I chose college because my brother attended 4 years ago and loved it.  

I was told in November 2014 that when it comes to being at Sixth Form, you MUST work even harder and stay on top of 

your work. In the same month, I was told college was relaxing, refreshing and only focusing on one subject. I believed 

this to be the perfect environment for me. I decided on the course I wanted to study – Level 3 BTEC Business. I finally got 

through my exams and came out the grades I needed and was proud of. I left Wollaston School aiming for a brand new, 

fresh start at what I believed to suit me. 

Come September, I had my two induction days where I was introduced to my class, teachers, environment, surroundings 

and my timetable. I didn’t get along with the tutors because they were not approachable and if I didn’t understand, they 
would moan at me. I found that I was not given much support in terms of starting somewhere new.  I didn’t receive a 
map of the campus, nor did I get help with regard to how to structure the work I was being asked to do.  I found the 

structure of the course didn’t help me – I had three different tutors who were teaching 6 different modules, therefore two 

each.  This was confusing and I started to dread going to college.  After a week I realised that I needed to do something 

different.   

I wanted to come to Sixth Form but was put off thinking it was too late to come back.  However the next day I contacted 

Mr Keane and told him how I felt about college and he gave me an interview for the following day. I was gratefully 

accepted. My GCSE’s meant I can pick A-Level Applied Business and Double BTEC Public Services.  

Now a term in, I’ve been comfortable and happy. I haven’t dreaded my day once. All the teachers know me and are 
happy to help. My timetable is a mixture of lessons I enjoy and free time to complete work or relax. I have my friends 

here who actually engage with me. From doing a BTEC course to doing 3 A-Levels, I personally find it so much easier 

because I don’t let my work get on top of me.  Also, I am not just doing one subject which could become boring, I’m doing 
three which gives me wider opportunities for later in life.  

My advice when it comes to these situations is to be consider all options carefully – but don’t overthink.  If it feels right to 
come to Sixth Form then it probably is.  Don’t just go to college because you think it’s the ‘grown up’ thing to do (like 

me).  I would also say ALWAYS consider a back-up option because it might be the better choice.” 

 

The university-bound Year 13 student 

Bradley is currently in Year 13 and is studying for his A-Levels in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  He hopes to study a 

Medicine degree and here he describes his experiences in Wollaston Sixth Form: 

“When I was in year 11 at Wollaston, I was determined to try out other sixth forms in the area before settling on a 

decision of where to take my A levels. I took entrance tests, went on open evenings and even attended induction days at 

other schools but something didn’t feel right. In the end I decided to stay at Wollaston because it offered a welcoming 
and friendly environment with staff and students who I was familiar with. I knew that Wollaston was the best place for 

me as I felt relaxed and at home in a place where I could knuckle down straight away, and be confident to ask for help if I 

needed it. 
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In year 12 I took Maths, Chemistry, Biology and Philosophy. Warned about the jump from GCSE to A-level, I thought I was 

prepared for the challenge of AS levels but I still found it hard to see much lower grades than I was expecting on tests 

and essays in the first term. Despite this the rate at which I improved not only my grades but my skills as a learner over 

the year was amazing. The constant progress checks and reassurance of my subject teachers as well one on one meetings 

with my mentor really helped me gain confidence in my abilities and to think more seriously about the future.   

Since I was in primary school I have dreamed of being a Doctor, but as I got older I began to question whether this was 

anything more than a pipe dream. My mentor encouraged me that my GCSE grades suggested I had what It took to apply 

to medical school and that my dream might be possible! Mr Keane arranged for me and a few other aspiring medics to 

go to London for a day to a conference on medical applications, not only was this helpful but the excitement of traveling 

in London with friends was brilliant. Navigating the medical school application process is a bit of a minefield but the sixth 

form teachers have been ever supportive providing books on how to pass admissions tests and also actively encouraging 

our Wollaston Medical Society.   

My time at sixth form has been more than studying for A levels. It’s prepared me for further university study, helped me 
grow in confidence of my own abilities and pushed me to achieve my best.  I would wholeheartedly recommend 

Wollaston sixth form to anyone who wants to further their education, whatever their plans for the future.” 

The University student 

Annabel spent two years at Wollaston Sixth Form, studying for A-Levels in History, English Literature and Geography.  She is 

now coming to the end of her first term studying Law at the University of Sheffield.  Here she describes her reasons for staying 

at Wollaston Sixth Form: 

 

“Having studied at Wollaston from Years 7-11 I had no doubt that I wanted to continue my A-Level studies here.   

Wollaston offered me everything I was looking for in a Sixth Form; a wide range of subjects, good facilities as well as 

opportunities and most importantly for me, excellent teachers.  Having always doubted my own abilities my teachers 

within the Sixth Form were a huge support to me.  Their ‘open door policy’ meant that whenever I had a question or 
another essay to hand in they ensured they gave me the time I needed to build my confidence and feel fully prepared for 

my exams.  Not only this, but I could also turn to them simply to unload the worries of doing A-Levels.   Wollaston Sixth 

Form is a community of valued individuals.  My teachers understood my desire to succeed and achieve to the best of my 

abilities and this was demonstrated particularly during the process of applying to university.  As for many students, 

university is a daunting prospect, especially when you are unsure not just on where to study but also what subject to 

study.  This was the case for me, however, Wollaston offered the opportunities to visit Universities and attend careers 

fairs.  Within the sixth form, we were supplied with course resources and university lecturers regularly came to offer us 

advice on our UCAS applications.  These experiences were hugely beneficial to me; I felt fully prepared and confident to 

apply to university.   From the very beginning of the process right through to sending off my application I was supported 

by the sixth form.  I never believed I would have achieved what I have without the continued support of my teachers 

throughout my sixth form career and their desire to see me succeed.   I am now at the University of Sheffield studying 

Law and it is undoubtedly true to say that Wollaston Sixth Form helped me achieve above and beyond my academic 

potential, shaping me into a confident, valued and motivated individual with the desire to continue succeeding.   
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Special Educational Needs 

The support offered by the additional needs team is based on individual student needs and, as you may imagine, this can 

differ greatly at Sixth Form level.  Each student within additional needs is allocated a keyworker who will be the child’s point 
of contact within school for mentoring and support.  

The additional needs team liaise closely with teaching staff and mentors to ensure that support is holistic and focussed on 

the individual needs of the child.  In Sixth Form the following support may be offered to students with a Statement of Special 

Educational Needs:  

 Weekly mentoring with a key worker 

 Study skills support 

 Preparation for exams support sessions 

 Personal organisation support 

 Literacy support sessions 

 Numeracy support sessions 

We carry out diagnostic reading and spelling tests as well as access testing to ensure that students who need additional 

arrangements during examination periods are accommodated and commission outside agencies for individual testing as and 

when required.  

The additional needs team ensure that detailed information about each student with special educational needs is relayed to 

each member of staff, so that teaching staff are equipped to meet individual needs within the classroom.   We provide a 

range of resources to meet individual needs such as netbooks, coloured overlays and keyword books.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Caroline Barton –   Assistant Headteacher - Inclusion  
                          

Tracy Fincher -   SENCO         

Ellie Taylor -    Assistant SENCO (currently on maternity 

leave)                      

Helen Love -   Additional Needs Administrator
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Bursary 

The 16 to 19 Bursary Fund supports the most financially disadvantaged 16 to 19 year olds and those young people who most 

need help with the costs of staying in education.  We provide application information for parents and students in July as part 

of the Induction process, although further information may be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/16-to-19-education-financial-support-for-students 

 

New to Wollaston School? 

If you are a new visitor to Wollaston School then please collect a Contact Card from a member of staff so that we can keep 

you informed of when the next stage of the application process occurs.   

What happens next? 

Following the Sixth Form Information Evening we will start the application process.  Applications forms will be available online 

from mid-December and there will be a closing date of mid-January 2016.  We anticipate writing to students at February half-

term informing them of the ‘blocking’ system and of which subjects they have been allocated.  Following this, students will 

be invited to attend an interview with a senior member of staff.  These will take place during February and March 2016, with 

letters informing students of our decision, being sent out in late March/April 2016. Further specific information will be shared 

via form tutors (for current Year 11 students), our website or via e-mail. 

Further advice 

There is a wealth of information available online to help parents & students and we have included some of our favourite 

websites below: 

University & Higher Education: 

www.russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college - advice on 

selecting A-Levels 

www.whatuni.com – university comparisons 

www.university.which.co.uk – the ‘Which’ guide to university choice 

www.timeshighereducation.com – University rankings 

Careers, Training & Apprenticeships: 

www.apprenticeships.gov.uk – the one-stop shop for everything apprenticeship related 

www.notgoingtouni.co.uk – advice, links and suggestions covering every non-university option 

www.studentladder.co.uk – links to over 2,500 opportunities for students from work experience to CV advice 

 

 

Questions & Answers 

How do I apply? 

The application process will begin in January 2017.  Students will need to complete an application form and will be asked to 

attend an interview so we can discuss their subject choices with them and offer advice as necessary.   

https://www.gov.uk/16-to-19-education-financial-support-for-students
http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college
http://www.whatuni.com/
http://www.university.which.co.uk/
http://www.timeshighereducation.com/
http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
http://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
http://www.studentladder.co.uk/
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What do I need to get in? 

See pages 3&4.  In brief – for most students you will need C grades (or equivalent) or better at GCSE to secure a place.  

Certain subject combinations will have different grade requirements.  In addition we strongly advise a B grade at GCSE in 

the subject you wish to study at A-Level.  We also look closely at effort scores for our current Year 11 students.  For external 

applicants we will request a reference from your current school. 

How do I decide which subjects to pick? 

What are you good at?  What do you enjoy the most?  The answers to these two questions are usually a good indication of 

what subjects you should consider studying.  Certain careers advise good subject combinations, as do certain universities.  

For further advice, please see the websites listed on Page 14. 

What makes a good Sixth Form student? 

Well – you need to be organised and committed above all.  In addition you need to be prepared to make mistakes, learn 

from them and learn from feedback.  The best students in Sixth Form work in partnership with their teachers and parents.   

What careers advice can I get in Sixth Form? 

We have a careers library – full of up-to-date resources that can help you.  Additionally through our mentor programme we 

provide activities designed to help you develop the skills you might need in future.  All students will have the opportunity 

for a one-to-one careers discussion – for some this then becomes an on-going discussion.  We have good links with local 

employers and apprenticeship providers and can therefore help both with work experience and job applications.   

How can you help me with applying to university? 

We provide help for university bound students in lots of ways.  We run a visit to Oxford University for some Year 12 

students and we advertise and support students in applying for university summer schools.  All our students will have a day 

at a UCAS Convention in Year 12 and, in addition, we hold a two day ‘Future Plans’ event for all Year 12 students.  Once 
students have decided to apply we provide help with writing personal statements, mock interviews and choosing a 

university.   We organise specific preparation sessions for students considering an application to Oxford or Cambridge 

Universities and we also support two societies – a Medical & Law society to help students who wish to prepare for those 

subjects at university.   

I’m worried about coping with workload in Sixth Form – what should I do? 

Firstly – don’t panic!  This is a common worry for Year 11 students joining Sixth Form.  The Induction Days in July 2017 will 

introduce you to the demands of Sixth Form study and you will be set holiday homework to be given in when you start Year 

12.  This will help you gauge the difficulty of the work.  Your teachers will be used to new Year 12 students worrying about 

this kind of thing and will be able to help.  Your mentor is a valuable source of support so please talk to them if you are 

worried about this.  We offer 1-2-1 intervention to certain students where appropriate to help them cope with workload.  

Additionally we provide supervised study sessions (essentially a supervised lesson where you work independently) to help 

you manage your time.   

I have further questions – who do I speak to? 

Mr Keane is the Head of Sixth Form and Miss Hefford & Miss Randell are the Assistant Heads of Sixth Form.  IN addition Mrs 

Melia is the Sixth Form Centre Manager and Mrs Jefferies is our Sixth Form HLTA.  All of these people would be happy to 

help – please pop into the Sixth Form Centre during morning registration or at breaktime or lunchtime.   

 


