
WOLLASTON SCHOOL 

Sixth Form 
‘Dare to know, seek to understand’ 
 
 
 

19
th
 January 2017 

Our ref: KEA/jkm 
Dear Parents/Students 

 

Thank you for your interest in applying to join our Sixth Form in September 2017.  Please find enclosed the following 

information: 

 

 Sixth Form Application Form 

 Wollaston School Entry Criteria sheet 

 

This letter will explain the process of application to the Sixth Form and act as a set of guidance notes.  In terms of 

completing the application form please focus particularly on the Personal Statement section and, if in doubt, follow 

the prompts provided.   

 

The criteria used for helping  to give an indication of how successful a student may be with the courses they have 

applied for is The Most Likely Attainment 8 score and we enclose a sheet showing how you can calculate this figure 

based on your predicted grades.   This will enable us to suggest alternative courses as a back-up plan if necessary. 

 

You will find a list of subjects that we offer on the application form.  Students should refer to the entry criteria to 

ensure that they select appropriate subjects.  Students should select 3 or 4 subjects.  They should also pick an 

additional subject as a ‘reserve’ choice.  Depending on predicted grades, part of the discussion at interview may be 
about whether it may be more appropriate to only study three subjects. 

 

If students wish to study a BTEC subject they should indicate on the form whether this is to be a ‘Single Award’ 
(Equivalent to one A-Level) or a ‘Double Award’ (Equivalent to 2 A-Levels).  For Double Award please select BOTH 

Single and Double BTEC.   

 

Students should think carefully about the subjects they choose – the following questions may help. 

 

 Do you have a particular career in mind? If so, are there any subjects that are required at A Level? 

 Do you have a particular university course in mind? Are there any subject requirements? 

 If neither of these apply to you, which subjects are you best at? Which subjects do you enjoy the 

most? 

If students are planning to apply to university they should research potential courses – what kind of grades do they 

require?  What subjects are most suitable for that particular course?  The top universities in the country (the Russell 

Group) class certain A Level subjects as “soft” and others as “hard.”  They will not make an offer to a candidate if 

they study more than one of the supposed “soft” subjects at Advanced Level, so please research subject choices fully 
if you are aiming for this.  The following websites offer some very clear advice about subject choices at Sixth Form 

and will be very helpful: 

 

http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices/ 

www.trin.cam.ac.uk/index.php?pageid=604 

 
TEL: 01933 663501  FAX: 01933 665272/664364  E-MAIL: sixthformteam@wollaston-school.net   WEB: www.wollastonschool.com 

 
Irchester Road 

 Wollaston 

Wellingborough 

Northamptonshire NN29 7PH 
 

HEADTEACHER: Joe Cowell 

DEPUTY HEADTEACHERS: Kieron Beeby 

Shazia Lydon 

 

http://www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices/
http://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/index.php?pageid=604


The Interview Process 

 

When we receive the completed application forms we will assess them and arrange an interview date and time with 

your son/daughter.  Interviews will take place during the school day and should not last longer than 20 minutes.  We 

expect that, on the day of their interview, students should come dressed formally or in their school uniform. The 

interview is a chance for us to discuss their application with them.  It also gives students a chance to demonstrate 

enthusiasm and commitment to their chosen course, particularly if there are other elements of their application that 

may give cause for concern e.g. attendance. 

 

We will make a decision about whether to offer your son/daughter a place in Wollaston Sixth Form based on several 

factors: 

 

 Their most likely grades in the subjects they wish to study at Sixth Form  

 Their effort scores and behavior throughout Year 10 and Year 11 

 Their written application, particularly the Personal Statement section 

 Their attendance and punctuality 

 Their performance at interview 

 

Once we have completed the interviews we will write to all students to inform them of the outcome.  If successful 

your son/daughter will be expected to attend school in early July for Induction Days.     

 

We are keen to ensure that all students are able to study their preferred subjects; unfortunately, in the event of 

small numbers of students choosing a particular option, there is a possibility that the subject may not be offered.  

Alternatively, the subject may run on a reduced number of teaching hours. We will endeavour to avoid this situation 

and will inform you of any such decisions as soon as possible.  

 

The closing date for applications is Friday 3
rd

 February 2017.   

 

I hope that the information above has been helpful.  Please do not hesitate to contact the Sixth Form Team if you 

have any further queries sixthformteam@wollaston-school.net  

 
 
Yours sincerely 

       
 

    

Mr D P Keane       Miss C Randell            Miss A Hefford 

Assistant Headteacher, Head of Sixth Form     Assistant Head of Sixth Form           Assistant Head of Sixth Form 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sixthformteam@wollaston-school.net


Entry Requirements 
Our concern is for students to succeed.  Evidence clearly shows that it is disadvantageous to students to take courses that are too 
demanding.  We aim to encourage success with our tiered entry criteria.  Our general advice is based on prior evidence that 
students who do not meet these requirements generally do not succeed on A-Level (or equivalent Level 3) courses. 
 

Attainment 8 Score 
What grades does this 

mean? Offer Description 

6.0+ Mix of B/A/A* grades All subjects.  Students may select 3 or 4 subjects. 

5.0+ Mainly B grades All subjects with the exception of Physics, Chemistry, Biology, 
Maths and Further Maths.  Students may select 3 or 4 subjects. 

4.0+ Mainly C grades Access to Sixth Form.  Guided choice of 3 courses – likely to be a 
mix of A-Levels/BTEC’s.   

3.5-4.0 Mix of D/C grades A place may be offered in Sixth Form dependent upon subject 
choices.   

Below 3.5 Mainly D grades No access to Wollaston School Sixth Form unless exceptional 
circumstances apply. 

 
What is Attainment 8?  How can I work out my Attainment 8 score? 
Attainment 8 measures a student's average grade across eight subjects.  This new measure is designed by the government to 
encourage schools to offer a broad, well-balanced curriculum. 
The eight subjects fit into three groups: 

 English and Maths. These are "double-weighted" – they count twice.  

 EBacc. These are the highest scores from the sciences, computer science, geography, history and languages. 

 Open group. Any remaining GCSEs and other approved academic, arts or vocational qualifications. 

Calculating Attainment 8 
Add up the points achieved in your eight subjects and divide by 10 (because Maths & English are ‘double-weighted’).   
Please note 

 We strongly advise that a B grade at GCSE is needed in the subject you wish to study at A-Level.  Students need to 
secure at least a C grade at GCSE to do a subject at A-Level. 

 BTEC subjects can be taught as a Single Award (equivalent to one A-Level) or a Double Award (equivalent to 2 A-Levels).  
The Double Award BTEC counts for 2 subject choices. 

 Hours of contact time will be proportional to class sizes. Generally students will receive 4 or 5 taught hours per subject per 
week. 

 Students who do not secure a grade 4 in Maths or English GCSE will be expected to attend re-sit classes in these 
subjects.   

 We strongly advise that a Grade 7 is needed in GCSE Maths in order to succeed in A-Level Maths, while Further Maths A-
Level requires that you have achieved at least a GCSE Grade of 8 in Maths. 

 BTEC Sport requires that you have achieved at least a GCSE Grade of C in Science. 
 
We also place a lot of emphasis on the effort shown by students.  For our current Year 11 students we will use effort scores from 
Year 10 and Year 11 to help us decide what sort of offer to make.  For external applicants we will request a reference from your 
current school.   
It is important to point out that we are not rigid in our application of the entry criteria.  Extenuating circumstances do occur and we 

are happy to discuss these as necessary. 

 
Example Attainment 8 Calculation 

Qualification Grade Points Group it's counted in Total points 

GCSE Maths n/a 7 English and Maths 14 (doubled) 

GCSE English Language n/a 8 English and Maths 16 (doubled) 

GCSE English Literature n/a 6 Open group 6 

GCSE Additional Science B 6 EBacc 6 

GCSE Art C 5 Open group 5 

GCSE Core Science A 7 EBacc 7 

GCSE French C 5 Open group 5 

GCSE History B 6 EBacc 6 

 
The total is 65, and we divide by 10 to get the Attainment 8 score: 6.5. Other Level 2 (equivalent to GCSE) qualifications will also use the same 
point structure, for example BTEC qualifications.  Broadly, these will award points as follows: 

Pass = 4 
Merit = 6.25 
Distinction = 7.75 
 


