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          ‘Dare to know
 seek to understand’  

What is BTEC Music?      
BTEC Music is designed for learners who have a keen interest in Music and want to develop a range 
of musical skills on a practically based course.  The focus is developing skills and knowledge of the  
working environment of musicians with a hands-on, independent, practical approach to learning.  The 
Extended Certificate is 360 Guided Learning Hours and consists of three mandatory and one optional 
units.  Two of the mandatory units are externally assessed while the other mandatory unit and op-
tional unit are set and assessed internally.  All assignments are graded as either Distinction, Merit or 
Pass and gain UCAS points in line with the A level grading of D*= A*, D=A, M=C and P=E. 
 

What does the course cover? 

The course covers performance, composition and professional practice with the option to specialize 
in either composing, arranging, performance, music software or music promotion.  It also requires 
learners to develop skills and understanding for effective teamwork, communication skills and per-
sonal vocal/instrumental technique, all of which are valued by higher education providers and  
employers. 
 

What next? 

Further study and career opportunities in music include university degrees in Music or Arts related 
subjects, Performer, Composer, Arranger, Arts Management, Events Management, Sound Engineer, 
Music Therapy, Music in Education, British Forces Musician. 
 

For more information see Mrs Hollis-Brown, Teacher in Charge of Music or Ms Walker, Head of Year 8 
and Music Teacher. 

Mandatory Units Optional Units (Internal - 60 GLH) 

UNIT 1: Music Performance Brief (Internal, 
90 GLH) 
Plan, prepare and deliver a musical  
performance and reflect on the  
effectiveness of meeting a production plan. 
  

UNIT 8: Arranging Music 

Develop the skills required to 
arrange music in a variety of con-
texts. 

UNIT 17: Solo Performance 

Explore the preparation and  
performance of music as a soloist be-
fore performing in front of an audi-
ence. 

UNIT 2: Music Composition Brief (External, 
120 GLH) 
Explore music theory and its application 
through composition, using music  
technology to produce a composition in re-
sponse to a given brief. 

UNIT 9: Composing Music 

Explore composing music from 
the initial stages to the final prod-
uct, developing skills for composi-
tion in a variety of styles. 

UNIT 18: Music Ensembles 

Work as part of a musical  
ensemble and develop skills and tech-
niques in rehearsal and  
performance. 

UNIT 5: Professional Practice in the Music 
Industry (External, 90 GLH) 
Explore what it is that makes  
someone a professional in the music  
industry and how to put forward a bid for 
work. 

UNIT 13: Music Promotion 

Explore methods used to reach 
different audiences used by the 
music industry ranging from small
-scale local promotions to large-

scale campaigns. 

UNIT 22: Music Software Skills 

Explore and carry out audio  
editing, controlling MIDI data and 
mixing a multi-track recording using 
music production software. 


