WOLLASTON
SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER—TERM 2- DEC 2015
Dear Parents & Carers,
Another term has flown by and we are almost at Christmas. I have been happy with many
aspects of the work of the School this term. You will know that we changed the shape of the
school day this September past and barring a few initial teething problems in trying to get the
timetable absolutely right, overall I am happy with the opportunities that this has created in improving the delivery of our curriculum, especially in practical subjects where additional lesson
time has enabled students to deepen their learning of new skills and understanding of concepts
covered.
With Mrs Lydon’s arrival as Deputy Head responsible for teaching and learning across the school, we have been working hard
to share our best practice across all subject areas and also develop the quality of feedback to students about their work.
Dr McAleese has been working with our IT technical team to develop the use of ‘Bring Your Own Device’ into School and we
now have the infrastructure in place to achieve this. The next step is to embed the use of devices, including mobile phone
technology, into the curriculum effectively, so that students can benefit from this.
We have also been trying to move forwards with our use of technology to support communication between home and
school and have made some pleasing progress with this. Parents will be aware of the use of electronic booking systems for
whole school events such as Open Evenings and also Parents’ Evening appointments. Our next step is to develop homework
online and we are currently considering the relative merits of three different software packages to achieve this. I hope to
provide you with an update of this early in the New Year.
In addition to the formal curriculum, I have been delighted with the range of opportunities that have been offered to
students this term by all of our faculties. The extra-curricular offer has been incredibly diverse, from visits to CERN in
Switzerland for our scientists and to Auschwitz for our Humanities students, to the visit of our language exchange
programme students from our school in Germany and visits to Birmingham airport for our Leisure and Tourism students. The
term has been interspersed with House competitions such as the ‘Spelling Bee’ event and the annual Christmas hamper
competition, as well as a wide range of Performing Arts Faculty and PE Faculty events. I would like to take the opportunity to
thank all staff for generously giving their time in providing these opportunities.
As we get near to the end of term, we get into the serious business of exams. Year 11 students have just completed their
mock exams and these results will be presented to students before the end of term. In the last week of term, Year 13
students will be taking their mock exams to establish what work still needs to be done to prepare for the final run in to the
examination season next summer.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy, peaceful Christmas.
Best wishes
Joe Cowell
Headteacher

Wollaston School, Irchester Road, Wollaston, Northants, NN29 7PH
TEL: 01933 663501 FAX: 01933 665272 E-MAIL: headteacher@wollaston-school.net WEB: www.wollaston-school.info

STUDENT COUNCIL
At Wollaston School, student voice is very much valued and to ensure everyone’s opinions are
heard, the Whole School Council meet each term to discuss ideas and agree action points. This is
preceded by a termly year team council meeting where the two form reps from each tutor group
attend and share the ideas and issues raised by their tutor group. This way, recurring issues and
ideas can be prioritised and worked towards. Representatives from the Whole School Council
meet regularly with members of the senior leadership team to help voice and promote areas for
development.

STUDENTS VIEWS

The Whole School notice board, located outside Cucina, is regularly updated with the most recent
areas of development and the names of the Whole School Council representatives who would
be happy to hear your suggestions and ideas.
The Whole School Council at Wollaston School has been very busy already this year.

Charity
Each year, as a school, we have decided to support Children in Need and Comic/Sport relief. We are
delighted to announce that this year we have already raised the following for Children in Need: £1372.60.
This is a fantastic amount and we are very much looking forward to seeing how much more we can raise
for some great causes.
In addition to this, students were keen to support a local charity. The whole school voted on three choices:
Animals in Need; Niamh’s next steps and Daylight Centre. Now that all the votes have been counted, we
are pleased to announce the student body have chosen to support: Animals in Need.

To ensure all students and parents are aware, we have been working on mapping out the other key charity
dates throughout the year so watch this space for more info on how you can support the school in its
charity work.

School Environment

Corridor Congestion

In conjunction with the different year groups,
discussions have been had about the outdoor
zones, especially where students play football.
We are pleased to confirm that following a
reorganisation of the areas, students have
informed us of the positives surrounding the
changes and are enjoying the new spaces they
have to play football. More ideas and potential
work is being discussed about the outdoor
zones, including more seating and covered
areas.

With nearly 1400 students in the school,
corridor congestion and how this can be best
managed has been discussed at the first two
Whole School Council meetings this year. Ideas
from the student include: a one way system,
always walking on the left and potentially
staggering when the bells go. Representatives
will be presenting these ideas to the senior
leadership team in the coming weeks to plan a
way forward.

Watch this space for further developments and updates from the Whole School Council.

GCSE AWARDS EVENING 2015
On 16th November, about 160 students and their parents from last
year’s Year 11 returned to school for a formal presentation of
their GCSE certificates. The event was also an opportunity to
celebrate outstanding achievements and progress of students in
individual subjects and to recognise those students who made
outstanding contributions to their year group.

The Award winners were as follows:
Art Award
Outstanding Performance
Art
Most Improved Student
Food Technology Award
Outstanding Performance
Food Technology
Most Improved Student
Resistant Materials
Award
Outstanding Performance
Resistant Materials
Most Improved Student
Graphics Award
Outstanding Performance
Graphics
Most Improved Student
Textiles Award
Outstanding Performance
Textiles
Most Improved Student
The Hospitality Shield
Outstanding Performance
Hospitality
Most Improved Student
Vehicle Maintenance
Award Outstanding
Performance
Vehicle Maintenance
Most Improved Student
English Prize
Outstanding Performance
English Language
Most Improved Student
Literature Prize
Outstanding Performance
English Literature
Most Improved Student
History Prize
Outstanding Performance
History
Most Improved Student
Geography Prize
Outstanding Performance
Geography
Most Improved Student
Humanities Award
Outstanding Performance
Humanities
Most Improved Student
Sociology Prize
Outstanding Performance

William Parker
Erin Mayoss
Alison Steedman
Kadi Berrie
Oliver Deery

Oliver Bodsworth
Marley Rooker
Kurtly Andrews
Sabrina Tagg
Charlotte DudleySmith
Charlotte Edmunds
Lucy Higgins
Amy Smith

Gareth Williams
Beth Wilson
Joey Baillon
Louis Miranda Smedley
Mia Fairbrother
Robert Headland
Alison Steedman
Hannah Green
Rachael Cottle
Tayla-Leigh Cole
Georgie Burke
Jemma Bascom Pipp

Sociology
Most Improved Student
Ethics & Philosophy
Award Outstanding
Performance
Ethics & Philosophy
Most Improved Student
Leisure & Tourism Award
Outstanding Performance
Leisure & Tourism
Most Improved Student
Business Award
Outstanding Performance
Business
Most Improved Student
CoPE Award
Outstanding Performance
CoPE
Most Improved Student
Mathematics Cup
Outstanding Performance
The Mathematics Cup
Most Improved Student
ICT Award
Outstanding Performance
ICT
Most Improved Student
German Award
Outstanding Performance
German
Most Improved Student
French Award
Outstanding Performance
French
Most Improved Student
The Rosie Todd Shield for
Sport Outstanding
Performance
PE
Most Improved Student
Dance Award
Outstanding Performance
Dance
Most Improved Student
Health & Social Care
Award Outstanding
Performance
Health & Social Care
Most Improved Student
Performing Arts Award
Outstanding Performance

Reby Deamer
Jake Allen

Molly Beards
Lauren Checkley
Kelsea Stark
Megan McGuckin
Marcus Stanton
Jordan Sanders
Ryan Arnold
Josh Bullock
Aaron Mardling
Megan Archer
Megan McGuckin
Erin Saunders
Dan White
Jake Allen
Alicia Allen
Jake Allen
Rebecca Willis
Chloe Taylor
Eve Mann
Elz Richardson
Libby Short
Eva Pennycate

Performing Arts
Most Improved Student
Music Award
Outstanding Performance
Music
Most Improved Student
Drama Award
Outstanding Performance
Drama
Most Improved Student
Physics Cup
Outstanding Performance
Biology Cup
Outstanding Performance
Chemistry Cup
Outstanding Performance
The Horsfield Triple
Science Award Most
Improved Student
Core Science Award
Outstanding Performance
Core Science
Most Improved Student
Additional Science Award
Outstanding Performance
Additional Science
Most Improved Student
Additional Applied
Science Award Outstanding Performance
Additional Applied
Science
Most Improved Student
BTEC Science Award
Outstanding Performance
BTEC Science
Most Improved Student
Academic Achievement
Best Boy
Academic Achievement
Best Girl
Outstanding Contribution
Best Boy

Zoe McLean
Gabrielius
Slakaitis
Courtney Tollady
Chloe Taylor
Rachael Cottle
Josh Bullock
Sam Checkley
Hannah Green
Natalie Banyard
Max Halliday
Lottie Edmunds
Gemma Bell
Thomas Lea
Melissa Cowley
Zara Stephens

Lucy Higgins
Tia Stoughton
Jake Allen
Rebecca
Gristwood
Owen Peregrine

Outstanding Contribution
Best Girl

Megan McGuckin

Extra Mile Award

Jordan Dormer

SPIRITUAL, MORAL, SOCIAL & CULTURAL

CURRICULUM
The recent tragic events in Paris and elsewhere in the world has brought an intense spotlight
recently on threats to our peace, prosperity and way of life. The government has made it clear that
schools have an important role to play in ensuring that young people grow into responsible citizens
with a tolerance for others and also to ensure that young people do not develop extremist or radical
views. The government expects schools to provide a curriculum that encourages the following skills
and understanding in developing responsible citizens of the future:







Enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence
Enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of England
Encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative and to understand
how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the
school and to society more widely
Enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and
services in England
Further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling students to acquire
an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures
Encourage respect for other people and encourage respect for democracy and support for
participation in the democratic processes, including respect for the basis on which the law is made
and applied in England.

Schools are expected to nurture the development of their pupils and enable them to develop the
following qualities:
Spiritual development:
The ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their
perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values,
sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around
them, their use of imagination and creativity in their learning and a willingness to reflect on their
experiences.
Social development:
The use of a range of inter-personal skills in different contexts, for example working and socialising
with other pupils, including those from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds,
a willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including volunteering,
cooperating with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively, an acceptance and
engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty
and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. They need to develop
and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute
positively to life in modern Britain.
Cultural development:
This includes an understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have
shaped their own heritage and those of others, an understanding and appreciation of the range of
different cultures within school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for
life in modern Britain, a knowledge of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system and its central role
in shaping our history and values, and in continuing to develop Britain, a willingness to participate in
and respond positively to artistic, musical, sporting and cultural opportunities and an interest in
exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for different faiths and cultural diversity
and the extent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by their
tolerance and attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local,
national and global communities.

CURRICULUM
At Wollaston, we promote these values through Ethics and Philosophy lessons, assemblies,
visiting speakers and collapsed timetable events. Below are two pieces of work written by Year
8 students following recent lessons on the recent migration crisis:
Migration in Europe

Their difficulties as migrants and refugees are that they have to travel across the ocean and many
die and that they have to leave all their possessions and houses and the difficulties they face now is
that it’s hard to get into other countries and that they have to cross the ocean and they have to get
a house and it’s hard.
The refugee and migrant crisis

Ben Edwards - Y8

Today we woke up very early and took a long trek, with my 2 young children,
each carrying a tiny rucksack, containing only their most important possessions,
until we reached a boat. We struggled all the way there, but when we arrived at
our destination, I almost turned back. We were ordered aboard, squashed
against hundreds of other people, all seeking a better lifestyle like us, and that’s
when I knew why I was putting myself through the suffering; I needed to achieve
my goal. However I did not feel safe…

1 month ago
We were forced to leave our country due to a raging war; we just simply couldn’t stay any longer.
We were scared, petrified in fact and we were just waiting for the day that the war would go so far
as to killing innocent civilians – including us. We had no choice. We couldn’t stay any longer. No
option. We had to leave the country. We had to end the war-torn life we were living, or it would
end us.
The boat would have been silent if it wasn’t for the sound of mums trying to calm down their crying
babies, everyone fearing for their lives. But we all had hoped, we could all see the light at the end
of the tunnel, however far away it may be. Everything we’d ever wanted from life was in sight…
freedom.
The time seemed to go astonishingly slowly, but every move, every wave created, with a step closer
to our dream. We all stared into the distance thinking, ‘Why? Why us? Why weren’t we the ones
gifted the privilege of life handed to us on a plate?’
Soon (although it didn’t seem soon) land appeared, and what sounded like sighs of relief, more
than cries of excitement, fill the boat with smiles. It was magical, the crying stopped, and
everything seemed surreal. There were amazing people, clapping and cheering, welcoming us like
it was our home all along. I felt a warm fuzzy feeling inside, and I couldn’t help but grin the widest I
think I ever have and shed a few tears of happiness. I could feel my children squeezing me as hard
as they could, staying as close as possible. This was home.

PROMOTING VALUES

The difference between a refugee and a normal migrant is that refugees are
people who are forced to move from the country and migrants are people who
want to leave to have a better life. People are coming to the EU and Turkey
because some are forced to and some come here because in their country, there
is actively war and terrorism going on, so they want to live a better life. Refugees
and migrants are trying to get into Spain, Belgium, France and other countries in
Harry Short - Y8
Europe because all those countries are all safe and all have lots of protection
from other countries and they have lots of allies. I think this is because they live with a high death
rate in their country because of being bombed by other countries.

STAFF CHANGES
It has already been a busy year in terms of existing staff moving on and new staff joining us:
Pete Ijewsky is moving on to a well
deserved promotion to become Assistant
Headteacher at Maplefields Special
School, following 17 years’ service at
Wollaston School as a teacher of Art and
Design and as a Head of Year. We wish
him the best of luck in his new post.

UPDATE

I would also like to offer our best wishes
to Bec Swannell, who was a former
student at the school and has been a
member of the Humanities Faculty for
several years.

Sarah Smith and John Marshall
are leaving our Art & Design
team.

Jamie Clelland is also moving on after 3
years at School, most recently as Head
of Humanities. He and his wife Danielle,
who also joined us at the start of this
year, as a specialist teacher of literacy,
are moving to Oxfordshire, where Jamie
will be taking on the role as head of
humanities at a school in Newbury. We
wish them both well.

Lauren Devoy is leaving our
Performing Arts team to take
up a post in London.

In addition to permanent departures, I
would like to offer best wishes to both Vic
Paltridge, who went on maternity recently
and has had a baby boy, Ernest, and to Zoe
Meeks, who has just gone on maternity.

These departures, of course, create opportunities to welcome several new appointments to School
in January 2016:


Katie Pantelli will be joining School as our new Head of Year 8, as well as teaching PE. Katie joins
us from a school in Suffolk, where she was formerly Head of PE.



Zoe Correa-Humphries joins us from Weston Favell School where she led the Humanities team
for several years, to take on the role of our new Head of Humanities.



Grant Dudley joins our Art & Design team.



Danielle Stone joins our Performing Arts team .



Steve Gordon joins our Maths team.

We wish them all the
best of success in their
new posts!

SUPPORT STAFF CHANGES:
I am pleased to announce that, following the refurbishment of our library, we have appointed Tanya
Henning as our Librarian & Digital Media Technician. Tanya has already begun her role.
Additionally, I am delighted to welcome new cover supervisors, Rousanara Miah and Matthew
Luckins, and Helen Callery, Katy McDonald, Julie King and Nicola Nicholls who are joining the
School as Learning Support Assistants. We wish all of them well.

WOLLASTON GOVERNING BODY
I am pleased to confirm some additional appointments to our Governing Body since I last wrote to
parents. It may be helpful to provide a summary of all of our existing governors and the governors’
committee structure and so this provided below.
Name

Committee

Co-opted

Mrs Joanna Bunyan

Learning & Achievement
Personnel / HR

Co-opted

Mr Nicholas Burles

Finance & Resources
Health & Safety

Co-opted

Mr Anthony Cochrane

Co-opted

Mrs Claire Hicks

Co-opted

Mr David Murray-Hundley

Co-opted

Mrs Sharon Smith

Headteacher

Mr Joe Cowell

Personnel / HR
Learning & Achievement
Personnel / HR
Finance & Resources (Chair)
Learning & Achievement
Pay Committee
Finance & Resources
Learning & Achievement
Personnel / HR
Learning & Achievement
Finance & Resources

Child Protection Governor

Mrs Julia Brown

Personnel / HR (Vice Chair)

Local Authority (SA)
Parent (Co-opted)

Ms Gillian Higginson

Vice Chair of Governors

Mr Paul Dudley-Smith

Personnel / HR (Chair)_
Finance & Resources
Learning & Achievement
Pay Committee
Personnel / HR
Finance & Resources
Health & Safety
Learning & Achievement
Pay Committee
Personnel / HR
Pay Committee
Learning & Achievement

Parent (Co-opted)

Chair of Governors

Mrs Samantha Hadley

SEN Governor
Parent (Co-opted)
Staff (elected)

Mrs Emma Redfern

Parent (elected)

VACANCY

Parent (elected)

VACANCY

Finance & Resources
Health & Safety
Learning & Achievement

I would also like to take this opportunity to say thank-you to Mrs Scheidegger for all of her work as
Clerk to the governors over the last couple of years; this work is now passing over to Mrs Louisa
Nixon, who can be contacted on clerktogovernors@wollaston-school.net.
Finally, I would like to alert all parents who may be interested in joining our governing body that
there are now two vacancies for parent governors to join the governing body. I will write separately
to parents to explain the process for these appointments in the New Year.

UPDATE

Position

ART DEPARTMENT
Year 7 Tea Towel Designs
At the start of the year the Art department asked all of our year 7 pupils to draw a self-portrait to go
on to one of two ‘Tea towel’ designs to help us celebrate a new school year. The Tea towels sold like
hot cakes and the money raised will help towards the funding of rewards across Key stage 3, 4 and 5
and to support the growing costs involved in running trips. We were really pleased with the two
designs which were great fun and will act as a visual reminder of the big leap from primary to
secondary school!! We thank everyone involved in their creation and purchase.
Ms Milner

WE HAVE BEEN BUSY!

Year 11 GCSE Art after school Intervention Workshops
We have been really pleased by the excellent turn out of students at the after school Art intervention
sessions that the Art Department has been running since September. All students were given the
opportunity to attend a Lino Printing workshop or a mixed media design workshop, giving them the
chance to learn new skills and techniques; as well as allowing them to further develop their
coursework projects. We have encouraged many students, who are currently sat on a borderline
grade (D/C or C/B or B/A or A/A*), to use these sessions to extend their exploration of ideas and to
help them broaden the depth of their work in support of all four of the assessment objectives. The
Department has been running these sessions for the past four years and there is now clear evidence
that the work seriously adds value, and marks, to students work towards their final
assessments. Coursework makes up 60% of the final grade and the work being completed in these
sessions will greatly support each students prospects of a higher grade. We would like to thank both
the students and parents for their continued engagement and support.
Mr Wilkie

Year 12 & 13 Life Drawing
This was our sixth year working alongside the Art Department staff and their sixth form students at
Wrenn School, in Wellingborough. They very kindly offered our ‘AS’ level Art students the chance to
attend a series of figure drawing classes, on Thursday evenings, to extend their observation drawing
skills in a range of media. The course allowed the students to build up a collection of drawings and
paintings taken from the nude figure to add to their coursework portfolio in preparation for
coursework assessment and Art College interviews. The students carried out a series of practical
tasks including drawing with the wrong hand, drawing without taking the pencil off the page and
exploring painting in the style of other artists. Some of the outcomes showed great skill and
perseverance and have greatly supported coursework submissions. Well done to all who those
students who took part and a big thank you to the Art Department at Wrenn School and parents for
arranging transport to and from the workshops.
Mr Lloyd

ART DEPARTMENT
‘A’ level Art research trip to Chatsworth House, ‘The world goes pop’ exhibition at the Tate
Modern and the Ai Wei Wei exhibition at the Royal Academy in London.

In London, at both the Tate Modern and the
Royal academy, students had the chance to
work directly from live work created by some of
the best known Pop artists across the world and
to experience the thought provoking and
controversial work produced by the Chinese
artist Ai Wei Wei. The aim of the trip was to
offer them the chance to work from direct
experience and to understand the different
scales and properties of a range of historical,
cultural and creative art, craft and design
work. It encouraged them to talk about art and
see it in a real context, where materials and
techniques could be seen up close. The
students were fantastic ambassadors for the
school and everyone enjoyed the opportunity to
experience these venues and all they had to
offer. The meal at Prezzo in London was the
icing on the cake and a good chance for staff
and students to chat informally and get to know
each other better. A big thank you to the
parents for all their support, the students for
their impeccable behaviour and the teachers
who accompanied the trip.
Mr Lloyd

ART TRIPS

We took the year 12 and 13
‘AS’ and ‘A2’ Art students to
explore Chatsworth House, in
Derbyshire, and to visit the
sculpture exhibition in the
grounds of the house, which
was celebrating the work of
many
world
renowned
sculptors from 1950 to the
present day. We saw work by
Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth, David Nash,
Anthony Gormley, Andy Goldsworthy and
Michael Craig Martin to name but a few. The
visit allowed our students the chance to look at
a variety of different artefacts and architectural
styles in the House where they were able to
develop a great visual collection of photos and
drawings to support their coursework.

COMING SOON!

ART DEPARTMENT

Forthcoming Art Department events to look out for:

Year 11/12/13 Exam research trip to the Botanical Gardens, the Pitt Rivers Museum
and the Natural History Museum, in Oxford, on February 2nd 2016.



Year 10 Photography competition organised by the Rotary Club, with the Private view
and prize giving event at Caroline Chisholm school, on 16th March 2016.



The Art Department will be hosting a Primary School Photography Exhibition, being
organised by the Rotary Club, with the Private view at Wollaston School, on 22nd March
2016.

NOTICE: The Art department is always looking out for any materials that parents might be

able to offer us through business or personal contacts. Things like card, paper, paint, fabrics, wood, etc… If you think that you might be able to support us in any way please feel
free to drop me a line via e-mail:- t.lloyd@wollaston-school.net or by phone on 01933
663501 (Ext 231). Many thanks in anticipation. Mr T. Lloyd

WE NEED YOU!

YEAR 10 MENTORING
Our students need you!


Do you have experience in any of
the armed services at present or
historically?



Can you spare a few hours?



Would you be interested in passing
on your knowledge to interested
year 10 students who are seeking
advice and guidance in this field?

Can you help? If so, please contact Janine Hobson on
j.hobson@wollaston-school.net to discuss further details.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

In October we were visited by students from our partner school the Max-PlanckGymnasium (near Bremen, Germany). Students taking German in Year 10 started
contacting their partners several weeks in advance and turned out in force to welcome
them at The Priory in Wellingborough on the first evening. The next morning everyone
met in Northampton for some shopping and a multi-lingual quiz in the town’s museum.
Our German visitors, who have some of their lessons back home taught in English, then
spent a day at school, attending classes with their partners and proudly wearing the
Wollaston uniform. They had to practise tying a tie as most had never worn one before.
Many described lessons here as ‘fun’ and the teachers as ‘open-minded’, and they also
very much enjoyed the food at Cucina.
The highlight of their visit was a day with their partners in Oxford. They were inspired
by the University surroundings, fascinated by the weird and wonderful exhibits in the
Pitt Rivers Museum, and then couldn’t resist buying all manner of Oxford memorabilia
to show off when they got home. Thanks to all the staff and students who made their
visit so memorable.
We greatly value our partnership (Projekt Planck) with the Max-Planck school, not only
for the motivation it gives to those studying German, but also, in a world of increasing
tensions, for the mutual respect and cooperation it promotes.
We soon hope to offer those currently studying German in Years 8 and 9 the
opportunity to have a partner, visit them for a week in Bremen and then accompany
them on their activities here in England.
S Rockingham
Head of MFL

GERMAN EXCHANGE

A Warm Welcome to the Max!

PE DEPARTMENT
HOUSE FOOTBALL

FANTASTIC ACHIEVEMENTS

In the cold chill of a Monday after school, young men and women gathered on the top astro to take part in the house form football competitions.
There were representatives from most forms from years 10 and 11, which included both
boys and girls taking part.
Representing the competitive spirit of the house system, the teams took to the field in a
battle to be crowned champion.
It was good to see the cheerleaders (form tutors) drumming up support and rallying their
troops. Once again all students taking part adopted in full the ethos of the school to inspire,
achieve and motivate as they made their bid for success.
Mr G Bradbury
Year 10

House

Year 11

House

1st

Brunel

1st

Churchill

2nd

Churchill

2nd

Brunel

3rd

Nightingale

3rd

Drake

4th

Austen

4th

Austen

5th

Drake

5th

Nightingale

YEAR 9 GIRLS RUGBY
As a school, we have been able to take advantage
of an excellent opportunity offered to us by
Northampton Saints Rugby Club at the beginning
of this half term. They have been given funding
for a project across the county aimed at year 9
girls. Our girls haven’t just taken this opportunity,
they have embraced it! Due to the first session
being such a success, the coach, Charlotte Eggleton started a club after school. It is a rare thing to see not only 13/14 year old girls playing
Rugby for 100 minutes in a lesson, but then also staying after school voluntarily to take part
in the extra-curricular club! This on a few occasions has been despite heavy rain and bitterly
cold wind. It has been training that has developed into full contact games, this is in preparation for a tournament in the New Year. It has been great fun to see the girls having fun and
enjoying themselves as well as progress in skill and fitness.
Mrs D Phillips
If you’re daughter (any age group) is interested in participating more seriously/regularly, then
please contact the PE Dept, as there are a few local Rugby clubs looking for females to join
teams that we can point you in the right direction of.

PE DEPARTMENT
OLYMPIC DREAMS
Maisie Summers-Newton in Year 9 has made some
incredible achievements in the last year with her
swimming. She recently won 'England Athlete of
the Year' in 'The ASA Aquatics 2015' see her
interview by following the link to this YouTube
clip:

Maisie has also just reached 'World Class Podium'
potential, meaning we could be seeing her in Rio
for the 2016 Summer Olympics.

What an achievement!! Well done Maisie!
NEWPORT PAGNELL SWIMMER EXCELS AT ASA
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
The ASA National Swimming Championships 2015 took
place in Sheffield from the 4-9 August 2015.
Erin Saunders from Bozeat and attends Wollaston
School trains for Newport Pagnell Swimming Club. She
was competing at the Nationals for the first time. Erin
was competing in the 16/17y Womens 50m breaststroke. It was an exciting heat with Erin qualifying for
nd
the final in 2 place. The final saw Erin pick up the Bronze medal with a huge pb.
Head Coach, Carl Harris commented on Erin’s performance: “I am really proud of Erin; she has worked
really hard to achieve this performance. She has been training at least 6 times per week throughout
the year and this is reflected in her achievements at the nationals resulting in the first national medal
in the 120 year old history of NPSC . I look forward to seeing her progress next season”.
Newport Pagnell are one of the oldest clubs in the country – dating back to 1896. It is a friendly, family club with a competitive spirit. Training is held at Middleton Pool in Newport Pagnell.

We are a Sliver Sportsmark School for 2015/16!
Well done to the PE team for all your hard work with PE and Dance Club
leadership and fixtures! This is very well deserved!

COMPETITION RESULTS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=n3PuK4HbEd4 or searching 'ASA Maisie'

SPELLING BEE

BAKE OFF

HOUSE COMPETITIONS

The Great Wollaston Bake Off
took place on the 20th November.
There was a fantastic turnout
with some outstanding cakes
brought in to be judged and sold
raising money for Children in
Need. The cakes were all judged
at break time based on their
presentation, creativity and how
well they related to the house
they were for. It was a very tight
competition so well done to the
overall winners and the winners
for each house!

I was absolutely thrilled to see so many
students participating and spectating in the
KS3 spelling bee. We were oversubscribed
for years 7 and 8 and every house was
represented by at least one participant in
every year.
There were some really tricky
spellings and contestants coped with
them very well including one student
correctly
spelling
‘fluorescent’.
Congratulations to Nightingale for
their first place win particularly their
year 9 contestants. They blew Austen
out of the lead they had managed to
find themselves in following the year
7 and 8 rounds.

Position House
1st Place

Nightingale

2nd Place Brunel
3rd Place

Austen

CAREERS
Year 11 students have had the opportunity to
meet Tresham College staff in school and
Northampton College are due to visit shortly.
Mr Myers continues to publicise opportunities for
students in Years 11-14 such as the craft
apprenticeship scheme with western power
(www.westernpower.co.uk/Careers/Apprenticeships).

Mr Myers is available to help sixth form students
Other sixth form students have been exploring the on a Tuesday lunch time in the sixth form centre.
apprenticeship route. Several students had free He is also available on a Friday lunch time to help
pizza at Grant Thornton Accountants recently and Year 11 students. This session is in the library.
took part in their recruitment evening for school
leavers. Last summer , several students left the
sixth form and found a range of apprenticeships
from quantity surveying to butchering.
Students in Years 11-14 who aim to leave the school this summer may find the organisations
below useful as they seek an apprenticeship, permanent employment or need advice. Mr Myers
is available every Friday lunchtime to help students with careers information and guidance.

The National Careers Service website is a most useful one for further
information about careers and access to advisors via telephone 0800
100 900.
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk.
The National Apprenticeship Service gives the details of all
apprenticeships that are available in the UK. Their website is :
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeships
Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership are an organisation that are
promoting the apprenticeship career route for students. Their ‘Bright
Futures’ campaign is a recent initiative and focuses on local
opportunities. More details are available at:
www.lovebrightfutures.com.

Any parents or carers willing and able to speak to students about opportunities in their chosen
careers should contact Mr Myers b.myers@wollaston-school.net

CORNER

Year 13 students have been very busy this autumn
choosing university courses. Most have already
applied for their favoured subjects which are most
varied. Biochemistry, paramedical sciences,
politics and digital media are just some of the
options chosen. Five students recently attended a
series of mock interviews at Cambridge University
which was the culmination of a two year
programme held in conjunction with St Edmunds
College , Cambridge.

NOTICES

DATES FOR THE DIARY

DATE

EVENT

4th January 2016

Training Day

5th January 2016

School Open

21st January 2016

Year 9 Options

28th January 2016
29th January 2016

Yr 11 English—Parental Information Evening

1st February 2016

Y9 House Sports Event After School

2nd February 2016

Art Research Trip to London

4th February 2016

Year 10 Parents’ Evening

10th & 11th February 2016

KS3 Drama Production

11th February 2016

Higher Ed Information Evening (Y9-11)

Y8 & 13—Kew Gardens Geography Trip

15th –19th February 2016 HALF TERM

22nd February 2016

School Open

COMPETITION TIME
We are looking for a new termly desktop background
for the school computers.
The winner will have their image placed onto the
desktop of the school computers for the following
term.
The topic of the image is up to the photographer,
the image will need to be emailed to
c.jones@wollaston-school.net or given to Miss Jones (ICT) by the 15th January 2016.
The entries will be judged by a panel and the winner announced on the 24 th January 2016.

GOOD LUCK!

