WOLLASTON
SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER—MARCH 2016 -TERM 3
Dear parents / carers
It has been a short but busy term since we returned to school in January. There is a
busy and purposeful atmosphere around school. Here is an update of some of the main
highlights of the term so far and advance notice of some important pending events.
With the Easter break looming rapidly, may I take this opportunity to wish all students
and parents a pleasant and relaxing break.
Mr Joe Cowell - Headteacher

CURRICULUM
From a curriculum perspective, the spring term is an important one for deepening our students’ learning and
progress in years 7, 8 & 10. In year 9 the principal focus is on preparing students for their GCSE option choices.
For students in years 11 to 13, the focus is upon sharpening students’ knowledge, understanding, skills and
examination techniques as we move towards the final examination period in the summer term; we only have
about 35 teaching days left before the first formal public examinations at GCSE and A-level are upon us in the
middle of May. For most students, this has also meant the completion of controlled assessments, which make up
the assessed coursework components of their examination courses.
I have been particularly pleased with the commitments that our year 11 students have shown in terms of
attending the wide range of revision classes that have been provided by staff and would urge students to
continue with this exemplary attitude towards their final exams. I am pleased that we have been able to help
with this attendance by providing additional buses to transport students home after revision classes on several
days each week.

EXCELLENCE TIES AWARDS EVENING
One of our prestigious academic traditions
at Wollaston is to recognise those students
in year 11 who have been nominated by
subject staff for exceptional sustained
effort and progress in their GCSE subjects.
On Wednesday, just over 100 year 11
students were awarded with Excellence
Ties to recognise their achievements.

Wollaston School, Irchester Road, Wollaston, Northants, NN29 7PH
TEL: 01933 663501 FAX: 01933 665272 E-MAIL: headteacher@wollaston-school.net WEB: www.wollaston-school.info

ENRICHMENT

CELEBRATING SUCCESS

I am pleased to say that despite the focus being based primarily on
classroom activities, staff have, as ever, been incredibly generous of
their time in providing a wide range of enrichment opportunities for
students outside the classroom and indeed outside school. Some of
these highlights are summarised elsewhere in this letter, but I would like
to take this opportunity to thank staff publicly on behalf of students and
parents for their generous input into the wider work of the school. In
order to give the flavour of the range of opportunities on offer to our
students, I have listed a few of the highlights below:

IT DESKTOP IMAGE COMPETITION
Last term’s winner was Lewis Hollins in Year 12, with his
Winter Nights image. This image has been on display on
all the school computers for this term; now we are
looking for a replacement. Have you got the image that
could be on the next desktop background?
The topic of the image is based on SPRING, the image
will need to be emailed to c.jones@wollastonth
school.net or brought to Miss Jones (ICT) by the 15 April 2016. The entries will be judged by a panel and the
winner announced on the 20th April 2016. Miss C Jones—IT

YEAR 11 GO-CARTING EXPERIENCE
All 22 students studying Level 1 Vehicle Engineering in Year 11 were
rewarded for their hard work in the subject with a trip to Northampton
Indoor Karting Centre. As a link to the course, students learnt about
how the karts functioned and then tested their limitations on the track
after a full safety briefing. The second driving session was set as a race.
The winners of the four races were Tommy Davis, Rory Shroll, Dom Gildon and Tom
Radford.
Mr R Hollis—Vehicle Engineering

SCIENCE CLUB
This year has seen science club tackle a wide and exciting range of experiments. We
have had the opportunity to take an in-depth look into particular aspects of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. We have carried out experiments investigating topics such as
light, sound, flame colours, radioactivity, rockets, aerodynamics, pond ecology,
dissections and electromagnets.
Science club gives students the time and space to try out equipment and experiments
that compliment what they learn in class as well as extending their understanding. It
also gives them the time to develop their natural curiosity and ask questions in a
more relaxed atmosphere.
The science club is open to all students and we meet every Tuesday after school.
There is no need for any particular commitment and we always welcome newcomers.
It’s fantastic to be involved with science club. I get the chance to work with an
enthusiastic, interested and above all a great set of students.
Mr. C. Sheldrick—Science

SCHOOL PROGRESS

I am also pleased by our attendance which is above 95% and slightly
better than last year.
I have been very proud of several pieces of positive feedback by parents
and members of the wider community about our school and the positive
impression our students have made this year. If you would like to express your views about the school on
Ofsted’s parent page, please do so at;

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

NEW TECHNOLOGIES
Our 2013 Ofsted report also identified the need to encourage students’
independent learning skills and to provide better access to online resources to
help with this. We have done a lot of work in the past year to improve the
hardware infrastructure in school, particularly our Wi-Fi system, so that
students have better access across the school to online resources. We have
almost finished redeveloping our website and although this is taken longer
than I originally anticipated, I am pleased with the way that this is progressing and will let parents know shortly
when we have our launch date. Alongside our new website, we have also procured a Virtual Learning
Environment, where students will be able to access all of their lesson resources through one site and be able to
send work completed electronically to teaching staff, as well as a whole host of other applications.
Staff and students are also beginning to embrace our ‘Bring your own device’ [BYOD] policy, and students are
using mobile phones in class where appropriate, for example, to take snapshots of examination work images of
discussions summarised on whiteboards in classrooms. Parents will know that students tend to handle
information electronically much better than on paper and I envisage that over the next year or so we will move
towards students using their phones as electronic planners.

HOW ARE WE DOING?

At time of writing it is almost exactly 3 years since the school’s last Ofsted inspection, which takes place on a
three-year cycle. In our last inspection in 2013, the school was graded good in all categories and I hope and
anticipate that when Ofsted return, in all likelihood at some point in the next few months, that the school will
continue to be graded at least good; clearly our aspiration is to be an outstanding school and we are working
as hard as we can towards this. In our last inspection report the areas that Ofsted suggested that we could
improve included better consistency of marking and feedback from teachers about what students need to do
to get to the next stage in the learning. We have been working hard on this in the last few months and Mrs
Lydon, our deputy headteacher with overall responsibility for teaching and learning has been leading on this
work for the school. Our expectation is that all students are aware of their target grade for each subject, that
they are aware of their ‘working-at’ grade and if this is below their target, that they have a clear understanding
of what they need to do to close this gap to reach their potential.

PARENTPAY

PAYMENTS

cash but appreciate in these busy times sometimes it is
more convenient for pupils/staff to use coin or note to
pay for these items. The times the machines operate
have been shared previously with all families through
email.
Over the past few weeks we have made many changes
to the way we process payments from Students and
Families. These changes have been made to help
improve our processes and also save the school
valuable funds.
We have introduced and now are using Parent Pay for
our online payments. You can use this system to pay
for anything we supply to pupils at Wollaston School. If
there is anything missing as a payment item please let
me know and we will set this up as soon as
possible.
Going forward we will be looking at
introducing a school shop and start selling school
uniform inside school.

Inside Reception the school has fitted a card machine
to take all debit/credit card payments. Please feel free
to come into school and pay for any items if convenient
and our Reception staff will be happy to help. Going
forward we hope to use this for school performances
and on the door ticket sales etc.
All the above measures are to help families make our
payments system easier to use and user friendly. If you
have any other suggestions or ideas how we can
improve please use our payments@wollastonschool.net email to share ideas.
That email address also be used for any queries relating
to financial issues at Wollaston or questions about
student accounts.

Outside the Main Hall and in the Staff Room we have
installed a revalve machine, which enables students Can I thank you all for your support during this
and staff to pay for items purchased in our Cucina transition period.
Restaurant. Balances can also be checked on these
Wayne Taylor—School Business Manager
machines. We are still keen for students not to carry

HEALTH & SAFETY

PARKING
Parents are urged to park responsibly when dropping off or picking up students from School. We have received
a number of complaints from our neighbours and other parents regarding cars parked without due care or
attention. Our main priority is the health and safety of our students and so parents and visitors must adhere to
parking regulations. Please see below the most common complaints that are being received:


Parents parking on the driveway / layby to Scott Bader. Under no circumstances must parents park here
as the lorries coming in and out of there contain highly toxic chemicals.



Parking in front of the school gates blocking buses and preventing clear vision for students who may be
crossing the car park. Please park in allocated spaces where possible, if these are full then you will need
to park further along the road into the village adhering to current parking regulations.



Parents / visitors blocking in staff. We currently operate a permit system for part of the car park (to the
left of the school gates) where members of staff ‘buddy up’ and block each other in in accordance with
their working hours. Parents and visitors MUST NOT park here. Staff have been prevented from picking
their own children up from school due to parents blocking them in. We have also had parents blocked in
when staff arrive later in the morning and park in their allocated space.



Hookhams Path and Francis Dicken’s Close. We have had complaints about people parking in front of
driveways and making it difficult for residents to manoeuvre their vehicles off of their driveways. Please
adhere to current parking regulations.



SPEED—Please drive no faster than 5 mph in the car park.

Thank you in advance for your co-operation with this matter.

AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU 2015

“Chilling”

Just a few of the words my friends described when I asked them to sum up our recent trip to Poland, to visit
Auschwitz-Birkenau and see other significant sights around the beautiful city of Kraków.
Going to a place like that isn’t all that unheard of, as many schools seem to run a trip there. I found that many
people were shocked to hear of my then upcoming trip, with many mentioning that they would never go.
Perhaps, the reason people don’t wish to go to such a place is because they cannot accept what happened
there. They simply don’t want to visit it, and take it in, and observe what humanity is capable of. They would
find it too shocking.
Yet this is the thing I took away from the experience. In going to such a haunting place, and listening to such
powerful stories that so delicately portray the capabilities of our being, I expected to be shocked and surprised.
But I was not.
Despite the atrocities that took place there, and the horrific murder of innocent people, I was not shocked; I
expected it. I, a boy of fifteen years of age, expected all of this. Because on the news today, and in daily life, we
simply expect to see war, hatred, discrimination and brutality; they’re a regular occurrence. We hear frequently
of terrorism, of shootings, of racially motivated attacks, of homophobia, of war and we see and we read of the
devastating effects of our hatred. It’s almost become normal.
So, instead of telling you what you probably already know about Auschwitz and the things that happened there,
I ask you to think. Auschwitz is just one example of so many times in history when hatred between fellow
human beings has prevailed over humanity itself. Yet even today people are scarred by the hatred of others.
Rather, then, than just thinking about the crimes committed in the Holocaust, think about how you can be a
part of changing attitudes towards diversity - because although Auschwitz is a thing of the past, it’s issues are
very much still relevant today. Think, when you wake up every morning, what will you do today to change the
world? What will you do to change your world?

Tom Ward
Wollaston Student

Ziggi Shipper
Auschwitz Survivor

WOLLASTON STUDENTS REMEMBER THE HOLOCAUST

“Thought-provoking” “Moving”

WHAT MAKES US ‘BRITISH’?

BRITISH VALUES DAY
Over the past half term, students
across the school have been working
to discover what makes us ‘British.’
This has involved activities as varied
as our annual commemoration of
Holocaust Memorial Day in January,
our annual fundraising week, RAG
Week (of which more later….)
organised by Sixth Form students
and form time activities to
understand more about ‘Britishness.’
The events culminated with a form competition in early March where each form had to create a
design, based on their learning, to represent British values. Sewing, sketching, painting,
photography, poetry, to name but a few, were all used as mediums to represent our shared
identity. As well as students, the school catering team, CucinA got involved, creating a ‘Great British
Menu’ for the day. The best pieces of work created will be displayed in the school as a lasting
reminder of our values, and more activities are being planned for future months.
Damien Keane
Assistant Headteacher

YEAR 7 AUTHOR VISIT

What did you
enjoy the most?
“When we cut out
the pictures”

What did you enjoy most
about the author visit?

“I enjoyed the writing the most
and learning that the beginning
needs to be powerful”

“All of it! “

“I liked creating a mind map
of your character because I
didn’t think you could write
that much about them”

“I enjoyed it when she
was talking about how
she noticed things
about other people”

During the author’s presentation, what did
you enjoy the most?

Has the author visit increased your interest in
reading or writing?

“Learning more about the author’s life”

“Yes, I stopped writing my book mid- way through but
now I am determined to finish it!”

“I enjoyed the author explaining the process of
publishing”

“Yes, she has persuaded me to read more”

“I enjoyed her story, it was very emotive”

“I loved reading and writing before, but I love it more
now!”

“I enjoyed learning about the author’s highs and
lows so we knew more about her life”

“Yes, she has inspired me to read and maybe write a few
stories”

“When we could ask her questions about her life”

“Yes, definitely, I realise that my levels could increase so
much and I really want to go to the library to find a book I
do enjoy”

WRITING

Year 7 Feedback

“The extract she read from her book”

READING

In order to celebrate World Book day, Year 7 students were
invited to meet and work with local children’s author Alex
Gutteridge. Alex’s latest novel, No Going Back, was recently
voted winner of Northamptonshire’s Children’s choice award
for 2015.

Immediately before half term, about 60 Year 8
students went on a humanities trip to Kew
Gardens in London. The purpose of the trip was
to support their geography ecosystem studies in
lessons. The students spent time in several of the
biomes (ecological environments), including the
Palm house, one of the largest surviving Victorian
glasshouses in the world, which replicates a
tropical rainforest environment and the Princess
of Wales Conservatory, which comprises 10
different climatic zones; these include a cacti
section, an orchid section and an area for
carnivorous plants.

Y12 AS GEOGRAPHY TRIP

TRIP TO KEW GARDENS

HUMANITIES
On Thursday 3rd
March, myself
and 17 other
Year 12 (AS)
Geography
students, Mrs
Collins and Mrs
Yuill visited the
North Norfolk
coast for 2 days.
On the first day we left school at 9am and travelled to
Blakeney spit. We then walked on the shingle beach for
about a mile and a half. We stopped every 300 paces
and carried out a variety of field techniques. On the
second day, we visited Cromer and walked for around 2
miles on the beach stopping at 10 sites, measuring the
same things to enable us to compare the two different
coastlines. The data we have now collected will be
used to help explain the differences between the 2
beaches in our AS Skills exam in May. Visiting the coast
has helped us to explain the advantages and limitations
of our fieldwork for our exam. The trip was very
enjoyable and luckily we had good weather!
Emily Spencer—Y12 Student

ART DEPARTMENT
RESEARCH TRIP TO OXFORD

ART DEPARTMENT

On February 2nd we took 56 year 11, 12 and 13 Art
students to the Botanical Gardens, the Natural History
Museum and the Pitt Rivers Museum in Oxford, to
support their exam research. It was an opportunity to
gather ideas, drawings, photographs and notes, from an
array of primary starting points, to help the students
develop their ideas back in school. Educational visits
afford students the opportunity to record information
which directly supports the assessment criteria for both
the GCSE and GCE courses, allowing them secure
important marks towards their final mark. We were
really pleased with the general behaviour of all students
and the courtesy that they showed towards other
members of the public, the staff at the venues and the

bus driver. The research is now being used to develop
some interesting work in a variety of media and
techniques. Students have all spoken favourably about
the benefit of the trip; and each year in the external
examiners’ written report, both from AQA and Pearson
Edexcel, they have commented on how our visits have
inspired independence and originality in the work of our
students.
The Art staff would like to thank all parents and carers
who have supported us in our effort to equip the Art
students with sets of quality art work and to fund exciting
off site opportunities to extend their visual awareness.

ANNUAL YEAR 10 ROTARY CLUB
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION & EXHIBITION

Club presented certificates to all of the students
involved. Our students included Max Payne, Hannah
Kidson, Oliver Phipps, Lauren Parrett, Amelia
Armson, Aiden Brookes, Anna Shellard, Yasmin
Underwood, Niamh Webb and Sam Hutchinson.
Wollaston won the overall competition once again,
with Aiden Brookes being presented with the shield
and a beautiful photography book. The winners’
shield will be engraved with Aiden’s name and our
school, to sit alongside all the winners from
previous years.

We would like to thank The Rotary Club, the Art
staff at Caroline Chisholm School, all the Year 10
GCSE Photography students who took part and the
parents and friends who took the time to attend the
The private view of the exhibition was held in the private view of the exhibition.
display area of the Art Department, at Caroline
Chisholm School, on 2nd March. Students, family, Fingers crossed
for next year
friends and staff were able to celebrate the success
when
Wollaston
of the work on show; and members of the Rotary
will be hosting
this event!

Aiden Brookes and his
winning photograph.

PHOTOGRAPHY

We have been involved with The Rotary Club
Photography Competition for the past eight years
and as this is our first year offering GCSE
Photography we felt it ideal to ask the Photography
students to take past. The Rotary Club Photography
Competition and Exhibition is hosted by the Art
department at Caroline Chisholm School. The theme
this year was ‘Our world is Beautiful’ and we had
over 30 entries. We were really pleased by the
imaginative approach to the theme and the variety
of interesting ideas that were explored. We were
asked to select 10 student’s photographs to
represent Wollaston at the exhibition. The work was
exhibited alongside photos by other students from
four other Northampton schools.

MATHS CHALLENGE

MATHS DEPARTMENT
Wollaston School has a long history of success taking part in the United Kingdom Maths Challenges
run by the UK mathematics Trust. The UK trust was set up to develop national mathematics
competitions and to advance the education of children and young people in mathematics. There are
three main challenges, the UK Junior (years 7-8), Intermediate (years 9-11) and Senior (years 12-13).
After school sessions have been held to develop our top mathematicians problem solving skills to
enable them to succeed in the challenge.
The results so far are as follows:

Intermediate Individual Challenge

Senior Individual Challenge

(Years 9, 10 & 11)

(Years 12 & 13)

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Samuel Smith

Thomas Buck

Sian Crooke

Joshua Bullock

Jamie Smith

Gabrielius Slaikitis

Matthew Aindow

Sian Bullock

Sean Bromilow

Matthew Brunt

Oliver Coles

Sam Young

Ben Stoneman

Charlotte Buck

Joseph Mullan

Oliver Phipps

Jake Allen

Marcus King

The Junior Individual Challenge (Years
7 & 8) is taking place on 28th April
2016 and the Team Challenge is on
13th April 2016 (Years 8 & 9).

RAG WEEK

SIXTH FORM
The final week of the 1st half term of 2016 saw students from across the school come
together to take part, spectate, laugh and enjoy, all in the name of raising money for
charity. Yes – the annual RAG Week returned – a week long charity spectacular organised by
Sixth Form students. The students in the Sixth Form had a dressing up theme – a different
outfit for each day, from ‘what I wanted to be when I was little’ to ‘Superhero’s’, while each
break and lunchtime saw events organised for students and staff to enjoy. Perennial
favourites returned – Strictly Come Dancing, (where students got to ‘enjoy’ the sight of Mr
Keane in a pink tutu!) Mr & Mrs, and the highlight – ‘Wollaston’s Got Talent.’ The quality of
dancing and singing in particular during Wollaston’s Got Talent was enough for judge, Mr
Wade to exclaim, “I didn’t enjoy it…….I loved it!”
Thanks to the hard work of all involved, the students managed to raise a massive £2400!!
The money has already been distributed to charities selected by the Sixth Form and the
School Council.

CAREERS
Mr Myers continues to receive information
about a variety of apprenticeship schemes.
These are suitable for students of all academic
abilities. Two of the more interesting ones in
recent weeks have been:


The School was recently lucky enough to receive a visit
from a Pop up Job Shop provided by Northamptonshire
Enterprise Partnership (NEP). Students from Year 11Year 14 visited the shop and received information and
advice about apprenticeships from NEP staff and a
current apprentice from Kettering Borough Council.
Matthew Chadwick from Year 13 attended and stated
‘It was great to speak to an actual apprentice who is
only a few years older than me. The session made me
think more about the alternatives to university .’

The Unilever scheme and the government
intelligence service. Unilever offer a
starting salary of £19,500 and a university
degree with all fees paid.

Hanslope Park near Milton Keynes are offering
secret intelligence based apprenticeships:


Technical engineering apprenticeship with
a starting salary of £13,200.



IT apprenticeship with a starting salary of
£15,500.

Closing dates for both positions is the end of
March. Students should see Mr Myers for more
details.

NATIONAL CAREERS SERVICE
The National Careers Service gives students an opportunity to access 1:1 Careers Guidance. The following link
to parents section may be of use to all parents.
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/tools/helpingyoungpeople/Pages/Teachers.aspx

Mr Myers continues to offer Careers Information and Guidance to students in Year 11 -14. Year 11 sessions
are held on a Friday lunch time in seminar room 3. Sixth form sessions are on a Tuesday in the sixth form
centre.

The National Careers Service website is a most useful one for further
information about careers and access to advisors via telephone 0800
100 900.
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk.
The National Apprenticeship Service gives the details of all
apprenticeships that are available in the UK. Their website is :
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeships
Any parents or carers willing and able to speak to students about opportunities in their chosen
careers should contact Mr Myers b.myers@wollaston-school.net

CORNER

OPPORTUNITIES

NOTICES
16th March 2016
22nd March 2016

EVENT
BTEC Level 3 Musical Theatre Production
Performing Arts Showcase

25th March 2016 —
2nd April 2016

Ski Trip—Aprica, Italy.

25th March 2016

Good Friday—SCHOOL CLOSED

25th March 2016 —
12th April 2016

EASTER HOLIDAYS

11th April 2016

18th April 2016

TEACHER TRAINING DAY
School Re-Opens
Maths Team Challenge (Y8 & Y9)
Acoustic Lunchtime

26th April 2016

Leisure & Tourism Trip—Alton Towers

28th April 2016

Junior Individual Maths Challenge

2nd May 2016

May Day—SCHOOL CLOSED

16th May 2016

EXAMINATIONS BEGIN

27th May 2016

Year 11 & Year 13 Leavers Day

30th May 2016 —
5th June 2016

HALF TERM HOLIDAYS

6th June 2016

School Re-Opens

12th April 2016
13th April 2016

SCHOOL VACANCIES
Casual EXAM SUPPORT posts [as/when required]
[Spot Salary rate: £7.60 per hour]
We are currently seeking hands-on, flexible and dependable individuals to work as CASUAL Exam
Invigilators, Scribes and Readers during our busy Summer exam season. You will be actively
supporting the school’s Exam Office in the smooth and professional running of the forthcoming
final examinations for our 2016 student cohort. The successful candidates would be required to
cover on occasional days/half days throughout the school year; no previous experience is
necessary as full training will be given.
For an informal discussion about the requirements of this casual role before applying, please
contact Mrs Lynn Hill (Data & Exams Office) at the school on 01933 663501.

DATES FOR THE DIARY

DATE

