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WOLLASTON
SCHOOL

Dear parents and students,
It has been another incredibly busy term, with lots going on
inside and outside the classroom. I have been very pleased
with the progress made by our older students as they begin to
intensify their focus upon the forthcoming exams in year 11
and year 13. I am especially grateful to all our staff and
students who have taken part in revision classes after school,
in order to maximise their potential for success in the summer
term.
At Key Stage 3, I have been pleased with the way years 7 and 8 students have continued to settle into school
and make the most of their opportunities here. I was also impressed by the excellent dialogue that has taken
place between year 9 students and members of staff to ensure that all year 9 students are placed on the most
appropriate GCSE courses at the start of year 10.
Outside of the classroom, I continue to be delighted by the wide range of enrichment opportunities that are
provided by members of staff and a high take-up of these opportunities by students.
In the background, support colleagues have been working hard to continue to improve the school environment.
Our IT team have also worked hard to further develop our IT infrastructure: Students are now able to access
their school files and school emails remotely from home. Parents of year 7 students will know that we are now
using a software package called Insight to book parents’ evenings electronically and this is something that we
will roll out to all year groups next year. Parents of year 9 students will be aware that we’ve used the same
software package to allow students to choose their GCSE options online and we will develop this further for
next year’s year 11 students to make their sixth form option choices in this way. I hope that by the time we go
to press with this newsletter, that all parents will have received usernames and passwords to begin to access
information online about their children, including timetables and attendance. The next step in September will
be to develop information online about homework, which is something I know a lot of parents have enquired
about in the past. We are also currently looking into the possibility of introducing ‘bring your own device’ to
school, which will enhance learning opportunities from a wide range of electronic media, though there is still
much work to do on this before September.
May I take this opportunity to wish all of our students who will be taking examinations in the next few weeks,
the very best of luck.
Best wishes, Joe Cowell.

GOVERNOR RECRUITMENT
We are currently looking to appoint two new governors to the governing body of Wollaston School. We are
looking for governors with a suitable skills set to enhance the experience and add to the work of the
governing body.
The appointees will not be parent governor appointments, as there are rules about how many of these the
school can appoint. They will, therefore, be co-opted governors. The governors’ terms of office run for four
years.
If you are interested in applying or just wish to have a chat, please contact Joe Cowell, headteacher,
headteacher@wollaston-school.net for further information or to arrange a meeting. Alternatively please
send a brief letter explaining what you believe you can bring to the governing body.
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PARENTAL APPLICATION FOR PUPIL PREMIUM

PUPIL PREMIUM

I wish to strongly encourage parents of all students who are
eligible for Pupil Premium support to apply to school for this
additional funding. I know that in the past, some parents who
are entitled to this funding have chosen not to apply because
they prefer to take complete responsibility for supporting their
children’s education themselves. However, I would like to
explain that parents applying for Pupil Premium support will
not only benefit their own children, but will help the school to
secure funding which can be used to benefit the whole school
community. The funding arrangements are confidential and
there is no way of identifying Pupil Premium students from other students.

What is the Pupil Premium?
The Pupil Premium is a government initiative that gives additional funding to schools for pupils
from families who would benefit most from economic support. This has been allocated to every
school in the country in light of national figures which show that these groups of students do not
achieve as well as other students. This funding enables additional provision and intervention to
allow students to reach their full potential and achieve their aspirations.

How can I apply?
You can apply by on-line at freeschoolmeals@northamptonshire.gov.uk. This will automatically
make you eligible for Pupil Premium funding. If you prefer, you can ask school to help you by filling
in the slip at the end of this letter. If you have any queries in relation to this initiative please
contact Mrs Barton at school.

Which students are entitled to the Pupil Premium?
All children of parents who have been eligible for any of the following benefits in the last six years
are entitled to Pupil Premium funding:







Income Support (IS)
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA)
National Asylum Seekers Support
Child Tax Credit, with no element of working tax credit, and a household income below
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs)
Guarantee Element of the State Pension Credit
Employment and Support Allowance (income related)

In addition, the following students are also eligible:





Students whose parents are armed services personnel
Students who are adopted or looked after children.
Students who receive IS or IBJSA in their own right are also eligible to receive free school
lunches.
You may still eligible if you are in receipt of Working Tax Credit and have recently reduced
your hours to less than 16 hours per week or have become unemployed.

PARENTAL APPLICATION FOR PUPIL PREMIUM
How is the Pupil Premium funding spent?
Schools have the freedom to spend the Premium in a way they think will best support the raising of
attainment for such pupils. The governors of the school have decided that this funding can be spent
in the following ways to support students financially to raise their levels of progress and help them
fulfil their long-term aspirations.

The rest of the funding is spent in a wide range of ways, depending on individual students’ needs. This
includes the following, which is focused towards Pupil Premium students, but also benefits all students
in the school.


Support staff to support students’ progress in lessons.



IT resources such as laptops, computers and iPads giving Pupil
Premium students fullest possible access to the school’s IT
resources both at home and within school.



After school and holiday revision sessions for GCSE Students



Summer School to support the Year 6 into Year 7 transition



Transport home for students attending catch up sessions



Funding for educational school trips



Funding for music lessons



Connexions’ Career Advice for Year 11 Pupil Premium students.



University visits for Years 8 and 10 including more able Pupil premium students.



Provision of equipment packs, department resources, such as ingredients for food technology,
paints and pencils for art/graphics, funded revision guides and GCSE reading texts.

How to apply?
I would therefore urge all parents who are entitled to this funding to complete an application
form. You can do this by applying for free school meals on-line at
freeschoolmeals@northamptonshire.gov.uk.
This will automatically make you eligible for pupil Premium funding.
If you have any queries in relation to this initiative please contact Mrs Barton in school, 01933
663501.

PUPIL PREMIUM

Some of this funding can be used directly to support essential school items such as uniform and free
school meals. It is the intention to provide a direct financial subsidy for uniform items for
Pupil Premium students from September.

Walking the Planck in Bremen!

LANGUAGES

Yet students seemed more nervous about their
day at the Max-Planck-Gymnasium. Lessons began
at 7.50am, each lasting 1½ hours, and ranged
from Year 7 Maths to Year 10 Politics and even
Year 13 Chemistry. However, all survived and we
were met at lunchtime by their Headteacher who
described being linked with Wollaston School as
“wie ein Lottogewinn” (like winning the lottery).
Then, as lessons finished at 1pm, we had plenty of
time to treat ourselves to some shopping and a
Following their German partners’ visit to German film.
Wollaston in November, 38 Year 9, 10 and 13
students made a return visit to Bremen in March.
Staying in a hotel perched on the bank of the river
Weser, we were treated to an impressive
panorama of this historic city, albeit amidst
blustery wind and freezing rain. We braved the
elements on the first evening to meet up with our
partners in a nearby restaurant, and the ice was
soon broken, nerves were settled and friends Though sad to say goodbye to our German friends,
reacquainted. Some of our students were even most felt proud of their achievement and were
heard to be chatting in German.
buzzing about their many experiences. Languages
are all about crossing boundaries, going out of
The next day our guests spoilt us with a tour of one’s comfort zone and interacting with the wider
their beautiful city, world, and, to their great credit, our students had
home to the famous done exactly that. Special mention goes to our 2
animal musicians of the sixth formers, Luc Costello-Heaven and Thomas
Brothers Grimm fairy Kilcoyne, who spoke almost entirely in German
tale. Students were the whole week and have made firm friendships
encouraged to make a with their partners Kai and Mika. Thanks also to
wish while holding the 2 Mrs Sumner, Mr Sheldrick and Natalie, our
front legs of the donkey German Assistant, for the part they played in
on the town’s famous statue.
making the first ever Projekt Planck such a
success.
The science element of the trip involved a visit to “My favourite trip ever, better than I expected,
the Institute of Space Travel at Bremen University. good accommodation, new friends and I learnt
Scientists showed us
more words and phrases. Worth the journey and I
around labs where
would love to go again.” Eleanor Dodwell 9WEB
they are developing a
new Mars lander and
“This week was great for learning social skills and,
even let us take part in
of course, German. It’s not scary at all really. On
some experiments. We
occasions I thought I was still at home and would
also travelled to the
gladly do it all again.” Rowan Barton-Porter 9WLT
Klimahaus in Bremerhaven, a giant exhibit of all
the World’s climate zones. We could roam freely “I really enjoyed the day at school because it
from continent to continent, sub-zero Antarctica showed how different British and German schools
to parched African desert, and then to rainforests are. I also enjoyed walking around Bremen, a
where pools of piranhas had to be crossed on beautiful city with a brilliant history. I don’t like
wooden planks and rope bridges.
sauerkraut though!” Samuel Drage 10LIT
Mr S Rockingham—TLD for Modern Languages

March 19th saw the climax of this year’s Languages Leader Award. 30 gifted and talented Year 9
students performed a languages show to Year 5 and 6 students at Wollaston Primary and then to
parents in the evening. The show contained sketches, songs, a film and language-learning activities
devised by the students in after-school sessions. The audience was invited to do ‘head, shoulders,
knees and toes’ in French, count in Japanese while doing karate kicks, compete in an Italian ‘Who
wants to be a Millionaire?”, and do some Portuguese tile painting, not to mention learning about
the weird and wonderful Christmas and wedding celebrations in Denmark and Romania. Great fun
was had by all.
Students showed excellent commitment to the award throughout the year, were able to be
creative with their languages and had developed some impressive leadership skills. Most have
wisely chosen to continue with their language to GCSE. All students passed and distinctions were
awarded to Alice Head, Charlotte Buck, Ella Jennings, Francesca Zoboky, Isla Macinnes, Jennifer
Sierra-Pendergrast, Rachel Darvill and Samuel Young.
Scott Rockingham
TLD for Modern Languages

LANGUAGES

LANGUAGES LEADER AWARD

HOUSE EVENTS

DETECTIVE DAY

On the 27th February 2015 the students from years 7
– 10 participated in a Detective Day to re-launch the
House System. With activities from a range of
subject areas students solved the murder mystery
through problem solving, decoding, translating and using analytical skills. The event was a huge success and
encouraged students to work as part of a team securing their identity within their house. The atmosphere
around the school was bursting with enthusiasm from both staff and students as they collated their
evidence and finalised their decisions.
This type of event is something that we as a house team would like to implement more throughout the
school year, in order for students to work in a more collaborative and creative way through broadening
their educational skills.
Overall winning form: 9SMI (Brunel) receiving 150 house points and a cinema experience at the school to
take place this term.
Top Detectives:
Austin: Emily Bastick in 7TAE
Brunel: Jace Wright – 9SMI
Churchill: Jake Dunkley – 9BUG
Drake: Ben Brown – 9PIC
Nightingale: Natalie Humphrey from 10BUN
House co-ordinators award:
Harry Green (9WEB) for amazing contribution and
encouragement throughout all activities
Student feedback:
Adrien Dent
‘It was nice to have different engaging activities that weren’t the norm. The creativity was fantastic’
Amy Westmoreland-Print
‘It enabled you to think in different ways and gage a different perspective’

Wollaston Art students triumph at the Annual Year 10 Rotary
Club Photography Competition & Exhibition!
Once again our Year 10 GCSE Art students were invited to take part in the Rotary Club Photography
Competition and Exhibition, hosted by the Art department at Caroline Chisholm School. The theme
this year was ‘Light up the community’ and we had over 30 entries. We were really pleased by the
imaginative approach to the theme and the variety of interesting ideas that were explored. We
were asked to select 10 student’s photographs to represent Wollaston; and these were exhibited
alongside students work from three other Northampton schools.
The Private view of the exhibition was held in March. Students, family, friends and staff were able to
celebrate the success of the work on show; and members of the Rotary Club presented certificates
to all of the student’s involvement in the competition. Our students included – Jonathan Lidbetter,
Amy Westmorland-Print, Emily Grimes, Oliver Williams, Emily Bridgeford, Alex Young, Daniella Hogg,
Amy Powis, Jordan Franklin and Shannin Turner.
Wollaston won the overall competition, with Emily
Bridgeford being presented with the shield and a
beautiful photography book. The winners’ shield has
been engraved with Emily’s name and our school, to sit
alongside all the winners from previous years.
We would like to thank The Rotary Club, The Art staff at
Caroline Chisholm School, all the students who took part
and the parents and friends who took the time to attend
the private view of the exhibition. Fingers crossed for
next year!
Mr T Lloyd
Head of Art

ART DEPARTMENT UPDATE

PHOTOGRAPY COMPETITION & EXHIBITION

SIXTH FORM

CAREERS TRIP TO CANARY WHARF

Following a visit to Wollaston School as guest speaker at our A level awards evening by former
student, David Murray-Hundley, a selection of our sixth form students were invited by David to One
Canada Square in Canary Wharf in London to get a glimpse of some of the technologies of the
future that are developing in the City of London. The group visited Level 39, which is a collaboration
of hi-tech businesses focusing particularly on new ideas for retail and financial technology. The
organisation supports the development of seed businesses financially and helps them to develop
new ideas for the future.
The group were given a tour of the
organisation, enjoyed splendid views down
the River Thames over London and were
treated to lunch by David, who is committed
to developing links with Wollaston School in
the future, focusing on innovation. Our
thanks go to him and all at Level 39 for a
really interesting look into the career
opportunities of the future.

If you would like to know more about this Enterprise, go to;
http://www.forbes.com/sites/tomgroenfeldt/2015/01/20/londons-canary-wharf-leads-tech-innovationdespite-omission-of-silicon-naming/
http://techcitynews.com/2014/10/23/canary-wharf-launches-cognicity-accelerator-to-make-cities-smarterand-more-efficient/

35 students from Year 9-11 took part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge. Everyone did amazingly
well.
The following students made it through to follow on rounds which are only for the top 7% of
students entering the challenge nationally:






Josh Bullock
Sam Smith
Ella Jennings
Sam Young
Matt Aindow

Congratulations to you all!
Miss A Hefford

YEAR 10 L&T LONDON TRIP
Year 10 Leisure and tourism students
visited London in February in order to
study the features that create a
tourist town or city. They were able to
view
the
famous
sights
of
Westminster, Buckingham Palace, The
Treasury, Wembley Stadium and the
River Thames from the London Eye.
After a visit to the 4D cinema at the
eye and a break for lunch, the group
then went on a boat trip along the
Thames with a guided commentary
telling them about the famous
Landmarks along the way. For many it
was their first visit to the capital and they were excited to see many of the places that they had
only seen previously on television or in magazines. As usual they were extremely well behaved and
were a credit to themselves—Mrs J Yuill

What have the students been up to?

INTERMEDIATE MATHS CHALLENGE

CAREERS
During the current academic year, there have been over 200 careers
Information and guidance sessions provided for students by Helen
Downey and Kat Dearing from Connexions and Mr Myers.



One sixth form student has an offer of a university place at Oxford
University to study Biochemistry.



Over 88 other sixth formers have applied to study a variety of
subjects, including several with unconditional offers. These range from Archaeological,
Anthropological and Forensic Science, to the Football Business and Media.



Several students are actively pursuing apprenticeship opportunities in a diverse range of
occupations such as accountancy, engineering, childcare, business admin and marketing.

Students in Years 11-14 who aim to leave the school this summer may find the
organisations below useful as they seek an apprenticeship, permanent employment or
need advice. Mr Myers is available every Friday lunchtime to help students with
careers information and guidance.
The National Careers Service website is a most useful one for further
information about careers and access to advisors via telephone 0800
100 900.
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk.
The National Apprenticeship Service gives the details of all
apprenticeships that are available in the UK. Their website is
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeships
Connexions offer a wide range of support and advice. Their vacancy
team give students information in current apprenticeships. Their
telephone number is 0800 7313219. Their website is
www.connexionsnorthants.org.uk
Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership are an
organisation that are promoting the apprenticeship
career route for students.
Their ‘Bright Futures’ campaign is a recent initiative
and focuses on local opportunities. More details are available on
www.lovebrightfutures.com.

Any parents or carers willing and able to speak to students about opportunities in their chosen
careers should contact Mr Myers b.myers@wollaston-school.net

CORNER



FREE SCHOOL MEALS

FOOD UPDATE

Free School Meal entitlement changed in
September at Wollaston School. Under the new
arrangements with Cucina, all students in
receipt of Free School Meals can now choose
ANY main meal from a selection of hot meals,
paninis, pasta and sandwiches, and either a
drink OR dessert at lunchtime. The important
point is that they are not restricted by the price
of any main meal. Chilled drinking water is also
available in the cafeteria and at other
designated points across the school; your child
just needs to remember their own water
bottle. In addition to this you can choose to top
up their cashless catering card with further
funds to allow them to purchase extra items
during breakfast, break or lunch.
If you have any questions regarding Free School
Meals and the entitlement to them please
contact Mrs Steadman at
k.steadman@wollaston-school.net

COMMUNITY

LONDON MARATHON 2015
Five members of the local community (four from the village) took part in
this year's London Marathon to raise funds for Muscular Dystrophy.
They have chosen Muscular Dystrophy because John Pike, has a nephew
with Duchenne MD and he has been actively supporting this charity for
many years.
They have set a target to raise £8,000 and are well on our way to achieving this. They have already
held a Christmas Raffle and a Valentines disco. As a school we would like to show support by raising
local awareness. A link for donations is provided below and you can also access their page by visiting
the Virgin Money Giving website and searching for the name John Pike/Scott Bader Runners.
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-web/fundraiser/showFundraiserPage.action?
userUrl=scottbaderpluswollastonrunners&faId=503919&isTeam=true
Thanks for your help.
Mr S Hopkins.

NOTICES
DATE

EVENT

13th April 2015

TEACHER TRAINING DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

14th April 2015

Start of term

23rd April 2015
29th April 2015
4th May2015
8th May 2015

Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Year 10 Leisure & Tourism & Y12 BTEC Trip
MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY—SCHOOL CLOSED
Year 12 Study Leave begins

22nd May 2015

Year 13 Leavers Day

1st June 2015

Start of term

WOLLASTON SCHOOL
PERFORMING ARTS
PRESENTS

Wednesday 1st, Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd July 2015
7pm each evening in the Wollaston School Hall
Tickets available from Performing Arts from 1st June

WANTED!
A dog to play the part of Bullseye.
Must get on well with teenagers (and teachers!)
Please email any interest to a.walker@wollaston-school.net

Dates for the diary

11th May—23rd June Summer Exams Window

YEAR 11 AFTER SCHOOL SUPPORT
Below is a copy of the after school support schedule for Year 11 students that will run from now until
the end of the exam period. Parents should have received the proposal for transport which will
commence the week beginning 20th April 2015.

13th April – 8th May

Subject

Day

Time

Room

Focus

Lead staff

SCIENCE
BTEC Science

Thu

3.10-4.00pm

S3

Double Science

Wed

3.10-4.00pm

Triple Science

Wed
Thu

3.10-4.00pm

S1, S2,
S4
S11

Assignment Completion

V.Coventry

Revision sessions

Various

Revision and Intervention

C.Brown

LANGUAGES
German

Thu

3.10-4.00pm

LA3

Listening practice

S.Rockingham

French

Daily

1.30-2.00pm

LAN

Lunch Drop-in Sessions

B.Hockey
H.Sumner

HUMANITIES
E&P

Mon

3.10-4.00pm

HU4

Revision session

Geography

Wed

3.10-4.00pm

HU6

Revision session

History

Wed

3.10-4.00pm

HU5

Revision session

M.Wade/
S.Hopkins
J.Clelland/
S.Gregory
R.Murts

Business

3.10-4.00pm

Sem 3

Coursework Completion

B.Myers

L&T

Tue
Fri
Wed

3.10-4.00pm

IT7

Coursework Completion

J.Yuill

Sociology

Tue

3.10-4.00pm

HU2

Revision session

C.Cooper

Controlled assessment
support sessions

C.Williams

ENGLISH
English

Wed

3.10-4.10pm

Library

MATHS & ICT
Maths

Mon

3.10-4.10pm

MA1

Foundation support

C.Bailey

Maths

Tue
Wed
Thu
Tue
Wed
Thu

3.10-4.10pm

MA2

Foundation and Higher
Support

C.Bailey
P.Smith

3.10-4.10pm

IT1

Coursework completion

B.Anderson
C.Jones

Theory session

G.Bradbury

Practical assessments
Dance Rehearsal

G.Bradbury
C.Read
E.Jones

Coursework completion

D Whitney

IT

PE & DANCE
GCSE / BTEC PE

Thu

3.10-4.10pm

IT3

GCSE PE

Fri

3.10-4.10pm

Mon
Wed
Thurs

3.10-5.00pm

Sports
Hall
Dance
Studio
IT5

Dance
H&S Care

3.10-4.10pm

YEAR 11 AFTER SCHOOL SUPPORT
Mon
Tue
Thu
Mon
Tue
Thu

Drama

3.10-4.30pm

Mu1

3.10-4.30pm

Dr1

Composition Support
Creative Task Support
Further Listening Support
Performance Unit Rehearsal

E.Brown
A.Walker

Folder completion

J Wicks

C.Barton
Z.Meeks
A.Walker

CoPE
COPE

Mon
Tue
Wed

3.10-5.00pm

Sem 3

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
Art

Tue

3.10-5.00pm

D10

Lino Printing Workshop

Art

Tue
Wed
Thu

3.10-5.00pm

D9

Mixed Media Coursework
Support

Graphics

Tue
Thu
Tue
Daily

3.10-4.30pm

IT4/D6

3.10-4.30pm
3.10-4.10pm

IT5
D5

3.10-4.30pm

D7

Controlled assessment
completion

F.Bland

3.10-5.00pm

IT5

Exam preparation

K Worger

10-12pm
12.30-2.30pm

IT5

Exam preparation

K Worger

Hospitality
Resistant
Materials
Textiles

Food

Food

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Thu 16/4
Thu 23/4
Thu 30/4
Thu 7/5
Thu 14/5
Thu 21/5
Thu 28/5
Half Term

Controlled assessment
completion and support
Assessments
1:1 by invite

M.Wilkie
T.Lloyd
M.Wilkie
T.Lloyd

A.Klinkenberg
E.Redfern
P.Ijewsky

13th April – 8th May

Music

NB. Revision buses are provided for those students who sign up for the service in
advance. They will run until Thursday 7th May 2015 inclusive.

INSPIRE MOTIVATE ACHIEVE

It is not just the pupils at Wollaston School that benefit from the superb facilities at Wollaston
School. The school has spacious buildings and extensive grounds and, as part of the commitment to
the community, the school is always delighted for private groups, local organisations and companies
to take advantage of a number of its facilities.
(Please note, these facilities are not available for private parties or private functions unless agreed
directly with the Business Manager. Different terms and conditions may be applicable.)
The following facilities are available for hire:

If you would like to take advantage of our lettings facilities, please contact lettings@wollastonschool.net or call the main school number, 01933 663501, after 12.30pm and ask to speak to Cathy
Haresign. Alternatively please visit the website to download the Booking Form (PDF format) and
return it to the school.

lettings@wollaston-school.net

LETTINGS

www.wollaston-school.info

INSPIRE
MOTIVATE
ACHIEVE

WOLLASTON
SCHOOL

