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WOLLASTON
SCHOOL

and Tuesday 21st July we will be finishing the year
with celebration assemblies and presenting our
House Cup, a valuable part of our School
celebration of achievement that we have tried to
reinvigorate this year.

Dear Parents / Carers and Students,
As the end of year draws near, I can hardly believe
it is almost 12 months since I joined Wollaston
School. The year has flown by and I have been
delighted by the work and progress of our students
in and out of the classroom. I have also been
delighted by the wide range of enrichment events
including sport, drama and music that have been
provided by staff for our students. In the last two
weeks alone, the production of Oliver and the
Choreography Challenge have engaged the talents
and commitment of well over 200 students and 20
staff and I feel that these events have been an
excellent showcase of the best that Wollaston has
to offer.
Though the end of term is only a week or so away,
there are still a huge number of events going on. In
the week commencing 13th July 2015, we have
dismantled the conventional timetable to take
account of several residential trips that are taking
place both in the UK and overseas. For students in
years 7 to 10 we are creating a different curriculum
with our own teachers and lots of contributors from
the commercial world on topics as diverse as life in
modern Britain to commercial business enterprise
opportunities for our students. There are also days
devoted to offering students the opportunity to
develop skills in their favourite curriculum areas
and to develop entirely new skills.

As we look forward to September, we would like to
make some significant changes to the way we work
with new technologies and this will have an impact
on our day-to-day policy regarding the use of
mobile phones. I am keen for all of our staff and
students to embrace the opportunities that mobile
phone technology brings in terms of recording and
processing visual and audio information, but I am
aware that this brings significant responsibilities in
the use of such devices for students. Our leadership
team is currently developing a policy and code of
practice which will be rolled out properly in
September and will include opportunities for
students to bring their own devices such as laptops
and iPads to access our school network in order to
enhance their learning.
I would also like to remind parents that we have
tried to enhance the quality of our uniform
provision for September. Mr Beeby has already
written to parents earlier this term about the best
way to procure appropriate uniform and we would
ask parents to work with us to ensure that all
students return appropriately dressed for school in
September. Further details about items that are
regarded as appropriate uniform and those that are
not can be found on our school website. I prefer not
to start the term with difficult conversations with
students about uniform and want to focus on
making a really good start to the academic year.
Finally, I would like to thank all parents and carers
for their support this year and I wish all families
associated with Wollaston School a really relaxing
and enjoyable summer break.

Best wishes
Our sixth form students are focusing upon
preparation for life beyond school, including visits Joe Cowell
to universities and developing their CV writing skills. Headteacher
On the last two days of school, Monday 20th July
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FOND FAREWELLS
This newsletter provides me with an excellent opportunity to say some thank you’s and goodbyes to staff and governors who
have been with us for very significant periods of time. I would like to say a personal thank-you and best wishes to the following
people:
Tony Cochrane has been Chair of Governors at Wollaston School for many years and
has decided to step down as Chair, but will continue to serve on the governing body.
Elaine Smalley has also been a valued member of the governing body for many
years and has decided to take a break from governance. I want to offer both of these
colleagues my warmest thanks for their excellent support during my first year in post
and for their work in developing the school over many years.
We say goodbye to three teaching colleagues who have been at Wollaston School for
very significant periods of time. Lynda Brown who has taught maths at school for
over 30 years and Chris Barnwell who has taught English and drama for 35 years are
both taking retirement. Annie Brindle, who was also served the school for many years
as an English teacher is moving on to pastures new in Cheshire. I thank all of these
colleagues on behalf of students, parents and governors for their
sustained and valuable contribution to the school and wish them
well in the future.

After time working in retail and industry, I
joined Wollaston school’s Mathematics
department in 1984. I have worked with
many colleagues over the years and have
seen the school change and develop in that
time. I have always felt proud of our students
and feel privileged to have worked with such
caring staff. I will follow your future with
interest. I am leaving to retire and will enjoy
the opportunity of pursuing my many
interests.
Mrs L Brown.

I was appointed as a member of English in 1991. Since then, I
have enjoyed teaching English, RE, and Drama across the age
and ability range. I have gained so much from my time here –
academically, professionally and personally. It will be
incredibly difficult to leave after so many years – I have been
privileged to work with a huge number of inspirational,
dedicated, caring colleagues and some truly amazing
students. I will take away many treasured memories of
people – such as Andy Todd, who made such a strong impact
on my life as a teacher and of events, such as a large number
of dramatic and musical productions, in which extremely
talented colleagues and pupils created lasting memories.
I am moving to Cheshire to be closer to my father and will be
continuing my teaching career at a school near Crewe.
Wollaston has been a huge part of my life and I will be very
sad to leave. I would like to wish everyone connected with
the school all the very best for the future.
Mrs A Brindle.

The loss of these colleagues does however provide an opportunity for us to appoint
new staff to the school and I have been delighted with a significant number of
appointments that we have made for September. These include the following people:









I have taught here, at Wollaston School, for
the whole of my career in Education. I have
relished the many good times; the
friendships forged with colleagues and the
positive relationships built with both parents
and students. The time has arrived however
to move on to another of the “Seven Ages Of
Man” as Shakespeare put it and experience
the many activities and places to visit that
have appeared over the years on my bucket
list. Thanks for all those memories; teaching
you and, in many families, teaching your
parents. Best wishes for the future.
Mrs C Barnwell.

Shazia Lydon joins us as Deputy Headteacher with a focus on teaching and learning.
Anton McAleese joins us Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for science, IT and new technologies across the
school.
Samantha Goodge joins our Performing Arts team as head of drama. Lauren Devoy joins Performing Arts Department
after a successful teacher training year which included a placement at Wollaston and Claire Rose also joins our
Performing Arts team.
Johnathan Knight joins the English team. Danielle has a Primary school background and will focus upon improving our
transition and intervention for students. Danielle Clelland joins our at Key Stage 3.
Gemma Livingstone joins the Modern Languages team following a successful teacher training year here at Wollaston.
Sarah Smith [Food Technology] and John Marshall [Resistant materials] join the Art and Design faculty.
Mark Wade will continue with us in our Humanities department with responsibility for Religious Education/
Philosophy and Ethics. Becky Collins also joins the Humanities faculty as Teacher of Geography.

THE FUTURE STARTS HERE!

J

une 2015 has seen the Sixth Form students at Wollaston School undertake some serious
planning for their futures.

All of our Year 12 students took part in the UCAS Higher Education Convention at the
University of Bedfordshire on Monday 22nd June. With exhibitors from over 100 UK universities, as
well as the chance to attend talks and presentations on topics as diverse as ‘Writing your Personal
Statement’ to ‘Studying Psychology at university’, our students used the day to investigate all the
possibilities that future university courses could offer. Student feedback on the day indicated how
valuable they felt the day was…’I never knew about the range of courses my A-Levels could lead to,’
and ‘I have a much better idea about what I want to do and what I need to do now to prepare,’ were
just two of the comments made by our students on the day.

2ND ANNUAL ‘ASPIRE & INSPIRE’ CONFERENCE

SIXTH FORM

O

nce again Wollaston School Sixth Form hosted the annual ‘Aspire & Inspire’ Conference.
200 excited Year 12 students (including over 80 from other Northamptonshire schools) took
part in a day of events to help them understand what their future could become. The day
involved visiting speakers from a range of UK universities, including Oxford University, Cambridge
University and the University of Northampton (to name but 3 of the 18 different universities
represented). Harriet Jones & David Murray-Hundley were our keynote speakers – Harriet runs the
highly successful ‘Pre-University Skills’ course at the University of East Anglia (which many of our
students are currently completing), while David is a former Wollaston School pupil turned very
successful entrepreneur. The students were inspired by David’s presentation on ‘Success &
Entrepreneurship,’ while Harriet enthused the students with her presentation about ‘Skills needed
for a successful university experience.’ With seminars and talks ranging from Electronic Engineering
to English Literature (and plenty more besides!), students left with much food for thought!

PERFORMING ARTS

OLIVER!

P

erformed on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd July, 2015 in the Wollaston School Hall. With music, lyrics
and book by Lionel Bart and based on the
Charles Dickens classic novel ‘Oliver Twist’,
this musical is a favourite with audiences young
and old. With a cast of 60 performers from Years 7
to 13 and a 14-strong students backstage crew, this
was an excellent opportunity to showcase the
talent of our students in a whole range of theatrical
roles.
For us, Oliver! marks a bit of a change in the type of
musical that we produce. Our recent productions
have been more contemporary in the musical
theatre world, with Les Miserables (School Edition)
in the summer of 2011, Cats in 2012, Our House –
the Madness Musical in the summer of 2013 and
most recently in the spring of 2014, We Will Rock
You- the Queen musical. All of these shows have
been challenging and exciting however the decision to stage a more traditional musical was a hit from
start to finish.
A show like this the process is a journey from sign-up to auditions to casting, rehearsing in the
classroom, the move to the hall with the challenges of set, band, props, costumes and all sorts of other
things designed to trip you up and then finally the thrill of performing in front of a live audience. For
performers there is nothing
better than sharing your work
with the audience and for
students who have an interest
in the performing arts, musical
theatre is the form that enables
them to develop their skills in
all three strands of acting,
dance and music, in many cases
stepping out of their comfort
zone in at least one of those
areas.

OLIVER!

T

As always this is a team effort and the input of all the wonderful individuals,
students, teaching and support staff and site team, who have worked together to create this piece of
theatre has been truly fantastic.

Although Oliver! marks the end of the 2014-15 programme of Performing Arts events there are plenty
more already being planned for 2015-16. To be involved see the website or talk to one of the
Performing Arts staff for more information.
Ms Anita Walker, TLD Performing Arts

PERFORMING ARTS

he role of Oliver was taken by Louis Baldet with a
beautiful rendition of ‘Where is Love’. Other key
roles include James Swindall who captured the
comedy as Fagin, Rachael Cottle as a feisty but sympathetic
Nancy, Ryan McLean as the psychotic Bill Sykes and Tom
Spencer as the cheeky chappy Artful Dodger.
Performances from these and all the other performers
were extremely strong and dynamic and the whole
show was enhanced by the fabulous set that was
created by local artist Eric St
John, the atmospheric lighting
designed by Ross Brothers and
the great orchestra of ten
Wollaston students, with Mrs
Hockey on keyboard and two
ex-students returning to perform with us once again, all under the direction of
Miss Brown, and the excellent stage management of Mr Goss and Miss Scott,
ably supported in the role of ASM by Chelsea Ruff. Of course the star of the
show for many was Jake in his role as Bullseye (kindly loaned by Louisa Nixon)

‘AS’ and ‘A2’ LEVEL ART EXHIBITION

ART EXHIBITION

S

tudents, parents, family and staff were treated
to a feast of colour, creative exploration and
exciting art work, at the annual Wollaston
School ‘AS’ and ‘A2’ Art exhibition, Private view. The
work was a show case of all of the coursework projects
and exam submissions for the year 12 and 13 Art
students. The pupils and staff had worked tirelessly to
set up the exhibition, in the Drama studio, which was a
fantastic venue that was kindly offered to us by the
Performing Arts team. There was so much variety in
terms of styles, techniques, materials and themes. It
was a chance for the Art team to share the work that it
has been doing with our pupils; and to allow the year
13 students to reflect on their seven year journey
within the Art Department.
The ‘A2’ students had explored personal themes
throughout the year and produced both visual and
written critical analysis of key concepts and ideas
influenced by a range of artists, designers and
cultures. There were paintings inspired by the human
body, Surrealism, colour theory and the work of the
impressionists; sculptural forms had been developed
as a result of an exploration of ‘Brutalist’ architectural
design; and there was textile
experimentation
through investigations into body art and African textile
design. The work had been presented on display
screens to show off the creative journey of each
student and it made it very clear to see the
development of both skills and ideas.
It was great to see the year 12 students work reflect
their course experiences, including a wide range of
techniques and processes; as well as trips to the
Yorkshire Sculpture Park, The Barbara Hepworth
Gallery in Wakefield, the Estorick Collection of Futurist
work, Anselm Kiefe exhibition at the Royal Academy,
Kew Gardens and The British Museum.
These experiences had been used to greatly enhance
their art work in terms of exploration of new ideas,
concepts and styles of making art. The range of
original starting points and personal experiments was
a real strength of the work.

‘AS’ and ‘A2’ LEVEL ART EXHIBITION



Sophie Freestone (Art Foundation course,
at Bournemouth Art College);



Alicja Okroj (Degree in Illustration, at
Lincoln Art College);



Ellie Sanders (Art Foundation,
Northampton University);



Daisy Edwards (Degree in English and
Philosophy, at Nottingham University);



Anthony Saynor (Degree in Architecture,
at Leeds University).

at

Tim Lloyd
Head of Art

ART EXHIBITION

T

he Art Department would like to thank
all of the students for their commitment
to their studies; and for the support of
parents in allowing them to fully develop their
creative potential through the funding of trips
and the supply of materials and working spaces
at home. We would also like to offer all of our
student’s best wishes for the final grades in
August. We look forward to continue teaching
the year 12 pupil’s, as they begin the year 13
‘A2’ course; and we wish our year 13 students
the very best of luck, as they continue their
studies at University or Art College.

YEAR 7 CYCLING COMPETITION
The following pupils took place in a cycling competition at Manor school on Tuesday 9th June.

SPORTING EVENTS

Ellen Smith
Emily Sierra Pendergrast
Natasha Duff
Millie Paterson
Laura Cronin
Shannon Mincher

Aaron Brooker
Bradley Martin
Chris Boddington
Owen Anslow
Will Farrar
Taylor Amos
Josh Baker

Aaron Brooker picked up the boys gold medal
Millie Paterson picked up the bronze medal

GIRLS FOOTBALL
The Under 14 Girls football team have had an excellent unbeaten season this year.

T

he group of girls were Year 9's Leah Connelly, Lily Gavin, Harriet Tuggle and Emily Davis
were joined by Year 8s Beth Soloman and Tiya Johnson on the quest for success. The team
were successful in beating all the local district teams in a District round robin tournament at
Wren School. Leah Connelly and Tiya Johnson all scored several goals to ensure they qualified for
the School Games at Kettering Leisure Village.

The team shared the responsibility of playing in goal as no one naturally fulfilled the role and they
showed great determination and support for each other ensuring very few shots on goal were
made.
They beat Lodge Park with ease scoring 6 goals, and then Kingsthorpe 3-0. Bethan Soloman showed
her true versatility by playing in goal and kept another clean sheet against Kingsthorpe. These
results led to a final game with both Carolyn Chisholm and Wollaston being unbeaten.
Lily Gavin offered to go in goal and commanded the game from the back. The excellent flair play
from Leah Connelly, Bethan Soloman and Tiya Johnson was mesmerising to watch and gained
attention from staff across the Games. The Carolyn Chisholm Goal Keeper made save after save and
showed her true quality but she could not keep out Bethan Soloman. Emily Davis showed her true
defending quality by blocking an excellent Chisholm break to ensure Wollaston could keep another
clean sheet and leave the games as the best Under 14 Girls football team in the County.

The best Under 14 Girls football team in the County

SPORTING EVENTS

A

t the Games they faced the district winners from across the County of Caroline Chisholm,
Lodge Park and Kingsthorpe. The tournament was a futsal tournament and which is a 5
aside indoor game that relies on skill and excellent technique throughout.

COUNTY QUALIFIERS

I

t’s been another successful year for Wollaston’s Athletics team. We have the highest attendance
of all other school in the Wellingborough and East Northants District and as a result a high success
rate.

The district tournaments put the top 2 athletes in each event through to the County
Championships held at Rockingham Triangle in Corby. The following pupils qualified for the
championships:

SPORTING EVENTS

Year 7 County qualifiers

U15 County

Ellen Smith

100m

Tariq Mani Saada

High Jump

Emily Sierra-Pre

200m & Long jump

Harvey Punter

100m

Isabell Young

800m

Emily Davis

Discus

Katie Turland

1500m

Lauren Gallagher

Javelin

Niamh Gannon

Javelin

Rio Thompson

200m

Cam Hunt

1500m

William Farrar

Long jump

Kian Gent

Shot put

Aaron Brooker

Discus

Sam Coleman

Javelin

U17 County
Sean Lyddall

800m & Long jump

Ellie Rose

1500m

Alexandria Young

Discus

Neve Solomon

Javelin

The year 8’s who do not go through to county until next year certainly still need
a mention too as they either came 1st or 2nd place in the district championships.
Kira Lear

100m

Lucy Stevens

800m

Diaz Ryan

800m

Sam Thompson

100m & Long Jump

Marcus King

Long Jump

An extra special mention needs to go to Alex Young, Neve Solomon and Ellie
Rose who all came 4th at the County Championships which automatically
qualifies them to compete in the Regional Championship.

W

ell done to everyone involved, not just for making it through to County but those who
have been part of the school’s club and teams. It’s been a pleasure coaching you all this
year! Have a lovely summer!

Miss Phillips

PE and Dance

CRICKET FESTIVAL
Wollaston Primary Cluster Cricket Festival at Wollaston School
Wednesday 1st July

T

here were 19 teams from 7 schools, with over 180 pupils playing cricket all day.
The teams were made up of boys and girls from years 5 & 6. Players rotated after each over
in the field so that every pupil got the chance to bowl, field, wicket keep and bat.

Each game was 8 overs long and each pair of batsmen faced two overs. The teams played in four
Pools, playing each other in a round robin tournament. The games were umpired by the year 7,8 and
9 leaders from Wollaston Secondary School. All the leaders were students from the Wollaston
school cricket teams and had previously helped run the district cricket finals at Wollaston Cricket
Club.

OVERALL WINNER—Wollaston Primary
Irchester Primary—Group 1, Group 2
Wollaston Primary—Group 3
Bozeat Primary—Group 4

T

his was the
hottest day of
the year and
there were concerns
that we have to cancel
due to the forecasted 34
degree temperatures.
However, the primary
schools organised
gazebos and the kwick
cricket pitches were set
up around the sides of
the cricket strip to
provide shade to pupils.

SPORTING EVENTS

WINNERS

AUTHOR JOE CRAIG

O

n Tuesday 23rd June year seven students
were treated to a visit by popular
author Joe Craig.

Joe writes the Jimmy Coates series of books about
a boy who, though he doesn’t realise it, has been
genetically-modified to have amazing powers. The
series is an exciting, thrilling adventure.

LIBRARY

A

fter writing and directing a musical he
was exhausted and was given a book by
his mother to read and relax. The book
was Harry Potter, which he enjoyed very much,
but thought it would have been better without all
the wizards! A programme about genetically
engineered mice gave him an idea to write his
own action-packed adventure about a genetically
engineered boy…and Jimmy Coates was born!
Joe asked the students how difficult they found
writing stories? He asked them what a good story
needed, and they offered lots of suggestions! Joe said most stories were about problems and how
they were solved, they could be serious life-threatening, personal or ‘inner demons’. The students
provided lots of ideas for problems a character could face in a story and Joe ad-libbed some of the
ideas into a plot. We had an amazing story including an alien attack, an erupting volcano, Susan
Boyle and a giant hamster!

Joe told the students that he
didn’t plan to be an author, and
started as a musician.

J

oe finished the session by answering a
variety
of
interesting
questions.
He then spent time signing books and
planners and posing for photographs.
Theresa Clark
Librarian

The students and staff really enjoyed his dynamic
performance, it was a fantastic afternoon!

WELLINGBOROUGH PHYSICS PARTNERSHIP

T

he Science Faculty has been developing links with other local schools in the Wellingborough
Physics Partnership, a collaborative group designed to involve students in the world of
physics, all funded by the Ogden Trust and supported by the Institute of Physics.

In April, 30 year 9 Wollaston students attended a Medical Physics conference at Sir Christopher
Hatton School and were treated to 6 hands-on workshops in which the applications of physics are
used in hospitals. Students tried out an endoscope in a model intestine, saw how radioactive sources
were used to treat cancer and saw how sound waves can be used to take pulse readings and produce
scans of unborn babies.

Later this year in October, 8 year 13 physicists will be
travelling to Geneva to visit the Large Hadron Collider
at CERN with the Physics Partnership. We look
forward to having a particularly smashing time!
Mr Cooper

SCIENCE

I

n June 15 year 7 students entered a competition
at Weaver’s School in a series of experimental
challenges ranging from using air rockets to
building towers. Building a working trebuchet catapult
to fire an object on a parachute was a tricky challenge,
but a Wollaston team managed to win this event with
style and determination! Overall we were beaten into
second place after Wrenn School, and all agreed it had
been a most successful afternoon.

WILDLIFE CAMERA

S

ince purchasing our wildlife camera (by raising funds and a kind
donation from Mr Cowell) we have been filming wildlife on the school
site. So far we have been lucky enough to see a number of bird
species: greenfinches, goldfinches, blackbirds, pied wagtails collared doves,
pigeons and crows.

EARTH CLUB

In our second week one of our Earth Club members had the idea of laying out bait to attract the
wildlife. Jake bought in some cheese and the bait was set! Within 10 minutes of us leaving the
camera a rook swooped in and took all the cheese and swiftly flew away. You can see the hungry rook
in our pictures below.

E

arlier this week we were attempting to film the pond life but in the processes we saw a
squirrel running past! So we changed the angle of the camera trying to capture the face of
the squirrel and left the camera overnight. When returning to see our squirrel we were sadly
disappointed as it had not returned but we were treated with an even better surprise; a hedgehog!
We have added these pictures as well for you to enjoy.

L

uckily we were able to afford a camera which records sound so we can also hear the birdsong
in mornings and evening.

We are planning to use the camera a lot over the coming weeks, laying
bait, filming bird feeders, bird nests and we would like to get an area on the
school website from which we can share our videos with you all at home.
Thank you

Earth Club

GOLF

Y

esterday at Rushden Golf club 11 leaders from Wollaston school helped run a primary golf
competition.

Year 8

Year 9

Year 12

Chaz Dormer
Michael Tennant
Hayden McGukin
Bradley Hurn
Simon Cook

Jonathan Yates
Kennedy Newell
Sam Young
Cain Sanders

Lawrence Edmunds
Sam Blackett
Many thanks,

Mr O Roberts

MATHS CHALLENGE

T

he four best students from the maths challenge were invited to take
part in the Junior Kangaroo. This is participated in by invite only and is
another national competition. Our four students performed
exceptionally well, with two achieving merits and two achieving certificates.
The maximum possible score was 135.

Miss Hefford

Merit
Chris Elvin
Marcus King

Qualification
Toby Davenport
Joseph Mullan

FUTURE PLANS DAY

O

n Thursday 9th and Friday 10th July the whole of year 12 are off timetable for “Future Plans
Days”. This will help students to start thinking about what they would like to do after sixth
form be that university, an apprenticeship or a job.. Students will attend a number of
events run both by staff and external speakers including WhatUni and David Seaton from the
University of Bedford.
Students will learn more information about how to achieve their goals as well as some practical life
skills about cooking and budgeting! Students will benefit from past students experiences; an
interactive cooking session; a practise interview and many more activities.
On Friday the year 12s will join the year 10s and look round the Career Fair. Last year proved very
successful for one student who made contact with an accountancy firm.
She organised work experience with them and has since been offered a full time apprenticeship!
Good luck to all our students planning their future careers !

Miss Hefford

WHAT HAVE THE STUDENTS BEEN UP TO?

There were 140 year 3-6 primary school students from Irchester, Bozeat, Yardley and other
Wellingborough Primary Schools. Teachers have all mentioned how fantastic the leaders were.

YEAR 12 INDUCTION

T
I

wo very sunny days, on the 1st and 2nd of July, saw 160 Year 11 students come to start their
induction into Wollaston School Sixth Form. Our new Year 12 students completed a full day of
lessons and taster sessions, including a pre-sixth form skills session, in their first day and

activities or sessions promoting the wider life of the sixth form on their second day.
t has been a busy time in Sixth Form, getting ready for next year and we are pleased to announce
that our new Head Boy and Deputy Head Boy, Laurence Edmonds and Joe Abel, and our new
Head Girl and Deputy Head Girl, Neve Costello-Heaven and Courtney Nicholson, have played an

important role in welcoming our new sixth form students. They have been really well supported by a
whole army of current sixth formers who are keen to be approachable and friendly for our new

SIXTH FORM

students.

S

taff and support staff have put a great deal of effort into making these days purposeful and
successful, so many thanks to them; the students themselves came smart and ready to make
the transition to the next stage of their school life. We see our transition days as a really im-

portant part of welcoming new students, helping them to get organised and ready for next year, but
also as a chance to experience the positive ethos we promote.

Highlights of the days must be, of course, Mr
Hopkins ‘Happy Hour’ of team building and
communication skills and the Hog Roast, but the
current sixth formers ‘fashion’ show of appropriate and
inappropriate dress was also insightful!

RASPBERRY PI

D

uring this year, we have been starting to use the Raspberry Pi mini-computer with our key
stage three computing classes. These computers are about the size of a mobile phone and
can be used for teaching computer coding, electronics, taking photos, building robots and
have lots of other creative uses. At the start of the year I found out about a competition to send
computer code, written by students in the UK, to the International Space Station, so I decided to give
our students a go at this.
In November this year, Tim Peake will blast off in a
Russian Soyuz spacecraft and head for the space
station to spend six months performing all sorts of
experiments, one of which involves using
Raspberry Pi computers and special sensor boards,
called the Astro Pi. These circuit boards have
motion sensors on-board to detect acceleration,
pitch and roll and environmental sensors to detect
magnetic fields, temperature and humidity. They
also have a simple LED screen, joystick and
buttons.

Both ideas were highly imaginative and obviously the judges from the UK Space Agency, Raspberry Pi
Foundation and the National Science Learning centre appreciated that astronauts would need to relax
sometimes and have some fun, whether it was contacting home or jamming through space 260 miles
up and at 17,000 mph. Well done to you all and I hope you enjoy using your Raspberry Pi kits that you
won in this competition.

Mr Foster

TECHNOLOGY

I

spoke to all my key stage three IT classes about the competition, took them through the sensors
and the kind of ideas which should be possible and sent many away with entry forms. I also did
the same with one of my year ten science classes, and it was from this class that the judges
picked the stage one winners pictured. Shannen and Leanne had an idea to use social media, running
on the Pi computer, to help Tim and the other astronauts communicate with their family whenever
the space station passed over-head. Charlie’s idea encompassed using two Raspberry Pi computers
and samples of his own guitar music to produce different chords depending on how the computer was
tipped. To change instrument, the push-buttons, or joystick, could be used. Meanwhile, a
second astronaut would be jamming with the first by playing drum and cymbal samples as the board
was tipped. On this Pi the push-buttons would play different kinds of cymbal hits.

DATES FOR YOUR

NOTICES
DATE

EVENT

8th July

Choreography Challenge

10th July 2015

Careers Fayre

11th July 2015

Y10-Y13 L&T/Hospitality –USA Trip
Start of Creative Curriculum Week

13th July 2015

Year 8 French Trip
Y11 – Y12 Humanities Italy Trip

15th July 2015

Y9 – PGL Outdoor Activities Trip

17th July 2015

Creative Curriculum Day

21st July 2015

End of term

3rd September 2015

Start of term

Academic Year 2015 - 2016
Term 1

Thursday 3 September 2015

Friday 23 October 2015

Term 2

Tuesday 3 November 2015

Friday 18 December 2015

Term 3

Tuesday 5 January 2016

Friday 12 February 2016

Term 4

Monday 22 February 2016

Thursday 24 March 2016

Term 5

Tuesday 12 April 2016

Friday 27 May 2016

Term 6

Monday 6 June 2016

Wednesday 20 July 2016

FREE SCHOOL MEALS

If you have any questions regarding Free
School Meals and the entitlement to them
please contact Mrs Steadman at
k.steadman@wollaston-school.net If you have
any questions regarding cashless catering cards

FOOD UPDATE

Free School Meal entitlement changed in
September at Wollaston School. Under the
new arrangements with Cucina, all students in
receipt of Free School Meals can now choose
ANY main meal from a selection of hot meals,
paninis, pasta and sandwiches, and either a
drink OR dessert at lunchtime. The important
point is that they are not restricted by the price
of any main meal. Chilled drinking water is
also available in the cafeteria and at other
designated points across the school; your child
just needs to remember their own water
bottle. In addition to this you can choose to
top up their cashless catering card with further
funds to allow them to purchase extra items
during breakfast, break or lunch.

5 Star Catering!
In June they received a completely unannounced visit by the Environmental Health Officer
and were awarded the top award of FIVE Stars for their cleanliness and food hygiene.

I’d like you all to join me in congratulating Jason, Michelle and the whole Cucina team on this
fantastic achievement. Jason asked me to also extend his thanks to the site team, without whom,
the transformation of the kitchen and dining areas would not have been possible.
Well done Cucina !

GREAT NEWS

F

antastic news from Cucina!

CAREERS
During the current academic year, there have been over 200 careers
Information and guidance sessions provided for students by Helen
Downey and Kat Dearing from Connexions and Mr Myers.



One sixth form student has an offer of a university place at Oxford
University to study Biochemistry.



Over 88 other sixth formers have applied to study a variety of subjects, including several with
unconditional offers. These range from Archaeological, Anthropological and Forensic Science,
to the Football Business and Media.



Several students are actively pursuing apprenticeship opportunities in a diverse range of
occupations such as accountancy, engineering, childcare, business admin and marketing.



Apprenticeships are available in over 170 industries including aerospace, fashion, broadcast
media and finance—with 1500 job roles available.



19% of advanced apprenticeships progress to Higher Education.



In an average week, there are 200 live apprenticeship vacancies available in Northamptonshire
offering a wage and training up to foundation level, an alternative to university.



The average apprenticeship wage is £200 per week (Apprenticeship Pay Survey 2011)



Nearly two thirds of science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) related businesses
(62%) do not believe there are enough young people studying STEM subjects to meet future
demand.



1 in 7 jobs in Northamptonshire is in the Food and Drink industry. Northamptonshire is home to
over 150 food and drink manufacturers and over 600 registered farms.



Over 45000 people work in the logistics sector in Northamptonshire—providing twice as many
jobs in Northamptonshire as the national average.

Students in Years 11-14 who aim to leave the school this summer may find the
organisations below useful as they seek an apprenticeship, permanent employment or
need advice. Mr Myers is available every Friday lunchtime to help students with
careers information and guidance.

The National Careers Service website is useful for further information
about careers and access to advisors via telephone 0800 100 900.
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk.
The National Apprenticeship Service gives the details of all
apprenticeships that are available in the UK. Their website is
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeships
Any parents or carers willing and able to speak to students about opportunities in their chosen careers
should contact Mr Myers b.myers@wollaston-school.net

CORNER



