
Dear parents / carers and students 

As the end of the year fast approaches, I’m pleased to offer you a very packed final newsletter of 
the year to bring you up to date with some of the exciting things that have been happening in 
school and to make you aware of some key information about the start of the new academic 
year in September. 

The summer exams season for our year 11, 12 and 13 students is always a busy one, but overall 
I’m very happy with the way the exams have gone for these 500 or so students. We are almost at the end of that period and 
in the next week or so year 11, 12 and 13 will be able to turn their attention to their end of year proms and celebrate the end 
of their hard work. The year 11 prom is on Wednesday 29th June at the Sharnbrook Hotel and the Sixth Form prom, a few 
days later on Saturday 2nd July at the Park Inn Hotel, Northampton. We look forward to seeing all of our students in their 
finery at these events. I would also like to take this opportunity to wish all of our students well in future. Many of our year 
11’s will, of course, be returning to school in September but many others are going on to college places and apprenticeships 
and we wish them all well. About 80 of our year 13 students have applied for university places and we wish them the best of 
luck in September on their chosen pathways. 

There are several other events taking pride of place in the last few weeks of term. As I write, Mr Beeby is in Devon with a 
group of 6th form students on a week of intensive outdoor activity with the Royal Marines. Elsewhere in this newsletter you 
will find an advertisement for our forthcoming production of Grease. There has been such an active student interest in     
becoming involved in the shows that the performing arts team are running two separate casts, taking place in the week   
beginning Monday 4th July. We also have our annual sports day on 13th July, followed by two days of activities where we    
suspend the whole school timetable to focus upon personal development issues our students. This was a huge success last 
year and we will be writing to parents separately to explain what will be on offer this year in the next few days. In the last 
week of term, the art and design faculty are proud to present a fashion show, with students cat-walking and modelling     
garments they have made in textiles over the year. 

I am pleased to mention to parents that we recently had a visit by Jonathan Lewis, who is the Assistant Director for           
Education and Skills in Northants.  During his visit, I took Jonathan on a tour of the school and was pleased to receive an 
email from him the next day which said; 

“Thanks for your time this afternoon.  It was great to hear about all the hard work that is going on at your school and I 
could see for myself the high standards you have set and delivered at Wollaston.  Please pass on my thanks to your pupils, 

whose behaviour and engagement in learning was exceptional and your staff who made me feel so welcome.”   
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 ARRIVALS & DEPARTURES 

As one cohort of student leaves, another arrives and we are currently in the process of ensuring the smooth transition for 240 
year six students who will join us from over 20 different primary school settings in September. We wish them all a smooth and 
confident start to the year in September. 

This time of year is also extremely busy because we say goodbye to teachers who advance onto the next stage of their careers 
at other schools or elsewhere. On behalf of students, staff and governors, I would like to say a huge thank you to all of those 
colleagues who recently departed at May half term, or are departing for pastures new at the end of the summer. These      
colleagues are as follows: 

Tim Lloyd -Head of Art.  
Barbara Hockey -Modern languages & 
social sciences. 

Kate Elliott Smith—Social sciences.  
Rebecca Hawes - English. 
Janice Lockwood -Science. 

Estha Jones -Dance. 
Katy McDonald -LSA. 
Luc Costello-Heaven - LSA. 

Our farewells to these colleagues provide us with an opportunity to welcome several new teachers that we have recruited to 
the school, including some who are new to the profession. I am delighted with the staff that we have recruited and we are 
fully staffed with specialist teachers for September. The following teachers will be joining us and I would like to extend a 
hearty welcome to them:   

I am also pleased to announce that Claire Ward and Ty Jeffery, who are currently part of the support staff team at the school, 
will be taking on initial teacher training roles with us from September. 

Rebecca Lamberton -English. 
Jessica Woodcock -English. 
Jessica Sturman-Coombs-English. 

Sam Braham-Nicoll - Maths. 
Lydia Pickwick -Psychology &Sociology. 
Megan Sutton -History. 

Amelia Chalmers - Art & Design.  

Naomi Hawkins—Art & Design 

GOVERNORS 

I would also like to update you with some changes to our governing body.  Sadly, we say goodbye to three long-serving     
members of our governing body who between them, have provided over 30 years’ service to the school. They are, former Chair 
of Governors, Tony Cochrane, present Chair of Governors, Sam Hadley and our Child Protection Governor, Julia Brown. I would 
like to extend my personal thanks for their excellent support for my first two years in post as head and wish them the very best 
of luck in the future.  

BUILDING WORK OVER THE SUMMER 

Over the summer holiday break, we have a very active programme of building improvements taking place in school. The     
biggest of these is undoubtedly our library which will be undergoing a significant redevelopment, partly to provide                
opportunities for new technology developments, partly to provide additional space for sixth form students, which have grown 
by about 70 in the two years that I’ve been at the school and also to remodel the library workspace to incorporate an          
additional large presentation space that we urgently need, capable of accommodating 150 students. 

We are also undergoing a huge internal and external painting programme, focusing upon art and design and the maths block 
and making other improvements, such as new flooring the humanities faculty area. 

Whilst I have the opportunity to mention the library, I would like to invite all parents and students to take the opportunity to 
enter a competition which may lead to a £5000 prize to increase our school library resources. Competition entry is free, takes 
no more than about 45 seconds to enter and can be found at the following link: 

http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools#.V2pZT7eFMdU 

 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish all of our students, parents and staff a relaxing and enjoyable summer and look 
forward to seeing you again in September. 

Joe Cowell 
Headteacher 

http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools#.V2pZT7eFMdU
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During May half term the site was a hive of activity.  The school refurbished the fitness suite.  The existing suite was 
closed for two weeks prior  to half term so we could completely refurbish the area.  It has had new flooring, lighting 
and a repaint throughout.  The old equipment, which has been here for some years was disposed of and the whole 
area was rewired ready to install state of the art ICT. 

A big thank you goes to the PE team and Sixth Form pupils who helped design the area and agree what equipment 
was needed.   The new suite now has: 

Inductions on the equipment have been taking place this week and from June the facility will be supervised after 
school so students from all year groups can use it if they wish.  These sessions can be booked using ParentPay and a 
small charge of £1 goes towards paying for the supervision.  Water cooler and paper towels are available within the 
suite.  The timetable will also ensure that all students have the opportunity to use the new facility during the school 
day as part of their PE curriculum. 

We have had some excellent feedback from students and staff.  We are really pleased with the finished suite and 
the equipment is of good quality and robust enough for the huge usage during the lessons and after school.  

Going forward we hope to be able to offer staff and students the option to work with a personal trainer and        
develop individual programmes.  Physical exercise is very important to us and plays a big part of our curriculum. We 
are keen to use the most up to date technology to support this.  We have asked PE to feedback over the next few 
months on how the suite is used; this will enable us to develop a range of activities open to all the different groups 
of pupils to support their own exercise programmes. 

Please look out for the photos and feedback on the suite which we will publish on our website. 

 A full cardio section which comprises of two treadmills, 2 cross trainers, rowers and some sport 
bikes. 

 The strength equipment consists of some multi gyms, power rack and bench.   

 A 65” Touch screen TV can now be used to support the lessons.  PE use Apple technology to    
ensure students really use the facilities to their full potential.  Students can also bring in their 
MP3 players and attach to the audio system within the suite during the after school sessions with 
agreement from the other users. 



 

 

Each seedling had a letter and number code. Pupils took 9 measurements over 35 days collecting data as         
instructed on germination, growth, leaf count and plant height at frequent intervals. Randomisation is a key   
element of the experiment process to ensure that the data is unbiased.    
 

The data could quickly be recorded on the Rocket Science wall chart in the classroom and the experiment    
booklet. It will be entered at a later date on the data collection website following instructions from RHS.  

A combined effort from Science Club and Earth Club has presented some interesting results.  
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?     

The Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) Campaign for School          
Gardening has partnered with the UK Space Agency to embark on 
an ‘Out of this world’ educational project. 
 

The project, Rocket Science, gave around half a million UK children 
the chance to learn how science in space contributes to our 
knowledge of life on earth, using the invaluable expertise of the 
European Space Agency (ESA) and RHS Science team. 
 

Two kilograms of rocket seeds took off from Florida, USA bound for the International Space Station as part of 
British ESA astronaut Tim Peake’s six-month Principia mission. 
 

After several months on board, the seeds were sent back and landed in the Pacific Ocean. After they returned 
to the UK, they were packaged up with identical seeds that have stayed on Earth.   Participating schools each 
received two packets of 100 seeds to grow and compare. We were lucky enough to be one of the chosen 
schools!  

 

The RHS wanted pupils of all ages across the UK to embark on a voyage of discovery to see what growing plants 
in space can teach us about life on Earth and whether we can sustain human life in space through the           
production of our own food. Schools will be invited to input their results into a national online database so that 
results can be compared across all schools in the UK. The project is aimed at inspiring pupils to think             
scientifically and helping them to see the potential of future careers in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Maths) and Horticulture. 

METHODS 

They aim of the experiment is to see if 
going into space effects the way rocket 

seeds grow. 

There were red seeds and blue seeds 
but only one set has been into space. 
It is our job to  monitor each set and 
see if we can tell which is which.. 

Last week we entered the Tim Peake  
research challenge. We set up the blue 
seeds and red seeds in Science Club last 

Tuesday. Each of use helped with      
different parts. 

100 seeds from each packet were 
planted and randomly placed on the 

windowsill in S4 
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RESULTS—After all the data has been collected, the results will 
be analyzed by professional statisticians. Leading scientists from the 
RHS and ESA will interpret the results and draw possible conclusions. 
An online  report will also be made available on the RHS Campaign 
for School Gardening website from September 2016. 

Seedling Care 

The rocket seeds were sown on the first available Tuesday of the summer 
term following receipt (Day 1). The experiment was organised into 6 weeks 
of work (totaling 35 days) and no weekend work was necessary.  
The seedlings were checked daily for watering and rotated 180˚ every other 
day to avoid light bias.  Pupils have gained key horticultural skills such as 
seed sowing and watering as a result of their participation in Rocket        
Science. 
Data collected: 

1. Record the day that the first seedling germinated in each tray. 
2. Day 10 count how many seeds have germinated. 
3. Record which day a pair of true leaves appear in each tray. 
4. Day 17 count how many seeds have germinated and calculate 

a       percentage for each tray. 
5. Day 21 measure the height of the tallest plant in each tray 

(mm). 

6. Day 28 randomly select 5 seedlings from each tray and count 
how many leaves each has. Calculate a mean for each tray.  

7. Day 35 count how many plants are alive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE CLUB 

Thank you!  

Earth Club, Science Club & Tim Peake! 

We have had another thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding 12 months. In our weekly after school sessions we 
have managed to take a much closer look at aspects of biology, chemistry and physics. This year I have tried to 
give the students a greater voice in suggesting the direction we should take and the sorts of experiments we 
should carry out, this way I hope they feel that they have had a more personalised experience. The main       
highlight of the year must be our collaboration with the Earth Club, helping to set up and monitor the “Rocket 
Seed Experiment”.  As I look towards September I hope I will be welcoming back many familiar faces as well as 
plenty of new ones.        

   Mr C Sheldrick—Science 
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We were fortunate enough to secure a visit from the Royal Air Force, focusing upon STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and maths). Presentations were given to the whole of Years 8 and 9. They 
received information and demonstrations about drone technology, jet engines and the potential for 
smart technologies in the future. The students had a great time and were buzzing for days after. 
Their comments included: 
 

“The jet engine was really impressive – the flame was enormous” 

“The presenters were really enthusiastic” 

“I was really excited by the career paths this might lead me into” 

“The drone was really cool and how they manoeuvred it was exceptional” 

“I really liked the air blaster trapping the ball in a stream of air” 

 

We are very grateful to the RAF for coming to Wollaston and we look     
forward to arranging similar visits in the future 

Mr. C. Sheldrick—Science  

With the change 
in curriculum, 
from ICT to 
‘Computing’ we 
have been looking 
at ways to encour-
age our students’ 
coding skills. One 

fun way we have found is to use the       bare-bones 
mini-computer known as the ‘Raspberry Pi’.  This com-
puter sells for about £30 and comes with free music, 
coding and Minecraft software.  In years 7-9 we have 
been using all of this software, along with lights, mo-
tors and buzzers, to create joke machines, traffic lights 
and a ‘Wheel of Fortune’ game.  In Key Stage four, we 
have used it for coursework on ‘Operating Systems.’ 

This cheap mini-computer has been used to set up 
computer rooms in developing countries and has   
developed a vibrant community of designers, makers 
and coders in the UK and overseas.  The community 
holds regular events around the country, called ‘Jams’ 
where people can listen to talks and learn more about 
other user’s projects.  At the end of last term four year 
10 students and I were invited to host a series of    
rolling workshops at the University of Northampton’s 
Raspberry Jam. 

During the morning, we helped nearly thirty family 
groups and individuals find out how to code music, 

and code Minecraft, 
using the Raspberry 
Pi.  After a buffet, 
provided by the   
University, we did it 
all again.  I was 
thrilled to see our 
students welcome 
visitors with confidence, and a real warmth, and     
witnessed them taking care to explain how to use the 
Raspberry Pi.  Before long, the Minecraft coding 
screens were busy with Minecraft flower trails, golden 
bridges of wool, melon teleporters, treasure hunts and 
instant buildings.  As their teacher, I was immensely 
proud of my student’s conduct during this event and 
received many comments from both organisers,     
university staff and the public about the help and    
support given by our students.  In fact, we have been 
asked to do something similar again soon.   

On behalf of Wollaston School and the University of 
Northampton I would like to thank Katie Byford,     
Caprice Smith, Ethan Friedman, Sam Young and Ellie 
Hatten for giving up a chunk of their 
weekend to help during this event and for 
being such positive ambassadors for our 
school. 

Mr S Foster—IT 
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YEAR 9 MEDICAL PHYSICS 
PHYSICS

 
APRICA 2016

 

It seems a long time ago now but still a very memorable event.  
On Good Friday fifty nine students and ten adults set off for 
Aprica in Italy for the school ski trip on a luxury coach.  We 
were very fortunate in being supplied with excellent drivers for 
all legs of the journey and all arrived tired but excited at the 
prospect of the next week’s skiing and activities.   

Our hotel was modern and comfortable and the food plentiful.  
The spacious Games Room became Wollaston School’s base, 
allowing us to meet, ceremoniously award ‘Div of the Day’ and 
carry out our varied activities for evening entertainment. 

 

The experience of skiers varied from total beginners with a couple of trial runs on the slope at Milton Keynes to 
get them started, to people who had been skiing since small.  Lessons took place twice a day for a total of four 
hours.  Considering that it was the end of the ski season, the snow was good and whilst it began to disappear 
within a couple of days at the bottom of the mountain, everyone learned and developed so quickly that all were 
up at the top of the mountain within a couple of days.  Amazingly everyone in the group, including all the      
beginners, went on a black run!   

Après ski activities included a trail round the town, Karaoke (some of the staff members particularly enjoyed 
this), pizza night, a quiz, a games evening and presentation evening, attended by our Italian Instructors.  All of 
the students and staff participated in all 
of the events and there was the usual 
friendly rivalry, winners receiving prizes 
and some losers completing the forfeit 
of performing a dance. 

I would like to thank all of the students 
and staff who took part or helped in any 
way in making the trip so much fun.  
  

Mrs P Smith—Trip Leader  

The fascination of medical physics generated a lot of   
interest for some year 9 students at a conference in   
Wellingborough recently.  Organised by the                  
Wellingborough Physics Partnership, and sponsored by 
the Ogden Trust, students from all the partner schools 
enjoyed mini lectures on radioactivity in medicine,      
endoscopy, body scans, pulse oximetry and ultrasound 
Doppler techniques. 

Wollaston students really got involved in all the tasks, 
asking lots of questions and trying out the hands-on     
activities.  Helen Pollard, a contributor form the Institute 
of Physics, was so impressed with Wollaston students 
that she challenged them to an essay competition on medical physics. This resulted in some well researched 
entries, with a winning entry from Tom Halliday! 

Thanks to Miss Tate and Mrs Brown for accompanying the students to the event.  

Mr I Cooper —Science 

SKI TRIP  
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ART DEPARTMENT 

On June 9th the Art Department held its annual 
Private View of the work of its GCSE Art students.  
It was lovely to see so many pupils, parents, family 
and staff at the event which celebrated the skill 
development of our students and the dedication of 
our Art Department teachers.  A selection of work 
was on display which included coursework based 
on still life, surface textures, natural & man made 
forms, multi-cultural decorative design and Pop 
Art; alongside the exam work which was based on 
this year’s selection of themes which included – 
‘From above’, ‘Outline’ and ‘Groups’.  It was great 
to exhibit the work from the exam research trip to 
Oxford, where pupils were able to draw and      
photograph from direct observation of a wide 
range of sources at the Botanical Gardens, the  
Natural    History Museum and the Pitt Rivers     
Museum. There was also wide ranging                 
development work inspired by the concepts and 
styles of a variety of artists, designers and cultures. 

The two and three dimensional work on display 

demonstrated the breadth of study within the 
course and showed the diverse and creative nature 
of our student’s artistic talents. Totem poles, soft 
sculptures, canvases in the style of the artist       
Michael Craig Martin sat beautifully alongside 
many excellent decorative Lino print designs on 
paper and fabric. Many of our pupils had used   
extra-curricular time to add to coursework; and a 
selection of students attended some excellent after 
school lino printing workshops, hosted by Mr 
Wilkie.  We believe that all students who           
committed to the after school support benefitted 
from the intervention work that the department 
has been involved in, helping them to secure their 
target grade or move up into the higher grades.  
We would like to thank all of the parents for      
supporting the student’s with lifts and offering   
financial contributions towards trips and materials 
throughout the course. We also look forward to 
welcoming a selection of our GCSE students on to 
the ‘A’ level course in September!!   



ART DEPARTMENT 
PRIM

ARY PHO
TO

GRAPHER CO
M

PETITIO
N

  

Rotary Club Young Photographer Competition for Primary pupils 

The Wollaston School Art department were pleased to be able to host a Young Photographer       
Competition, for Primary school pupils, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Northampton West, on  
Tuesday 22nd March. We had entries from Wollaston Primary and Caroline Chisholm Primary School, 
which were displayed at a Private view exhibition held in the Art Department at Wollaston secondary 
school.  The event was attended by pupils, parents, staff and friends and the photos were judged by 
professional photographer Ben Gregory-Ring. 

The theme for the photos was ‘Our world is beautiful’.  The standard of entries was excellent, with 
some really imaginative and technically competent photos being created from a variety of               
imaginative starting points.  Images included  sun sets across land and sea, animals, flowers and other 
natural environments. The great thing about photography is that students start to look more closely 
at the things around them and they are able to start appreciating the visual world we live in with far 
more awareness.  It stimulates independent learning and discovery, as well as offers them the chance 
to create pieces of art to share with others.  All students were awarded a certificate for taking part 
and there were prizes given to the best photo in each school and an overall winner. We hope the 
competition will become an annual event and that more of the local Primary schools will get their 
students to take part. 

We would like to thank Shazia Lydon, Deputy Headteacher at Wollaston School, for officially opening 
the exhibition with a few words of welcome, alongside Jane Forsyth, 
President of the Rotary Club of Northampton West, who presented 
the certificates and prizes.  The event was well attended and we thank 
the students for the time and creativity they gave to the competition 
and to the Primary 
school staff who  
encouraged them to 
take part. 

 

Tim Lloyd (Teacher 
in Charge of Art)  
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ART DEPARTMENT 

Students, parents, family and staff were treated to a feast of colour, creative    
exploration and exciting art work, at the annual Wollaston School ‘AS’ and ‘A2’ 
Art exhibition, Private View, on Thursday 23rd June.  The work was a show case of 
all of the coursework projects and exam submissions for the year 12 and 13 Art 
students.  The pupils and staff had worked tirelessly to set up the exhibition in 
the Drama studio, which was a fantastic venue that was kindly offered to us by 
the Performing Arts team.  There was so much variety in terms of styles,         
techniques, materials and themes.  It was a chance for the Art team to share the 

work that it has been doing with our pupils; and to allow the year 13 students to reflect on their seven 
year journey within the Art Department.   

The ‘A2’ students had explored personal themes throughout the year and produced both visual and 
written critical analysis of key concepts and ideas influenced by a range of artists, designers and cultures.  
There was art work in a variety of media and styles inspired by Pop Art sculpture, Futurism, Cubism,    
Surrealism, the human body, environmental and ephemeral art and the concepts and ideas of a wide 
range of famous and less well known artists. The work had been presented on display screens to show 
off the creative journey of each student and it made it very clear to see the development of both skills 
and ideas.   

It was great to see the work of our year 12 students reflecting their course experiences, including a wide 
range of techniques and process driven imagery alongside more personal thematic 
work.  There was clear evidence of the benefit of various trips to support primary   
observation and exploration of new ideas. The trips included Chatsworth House, The 
‘World Pop Art’ exhibition at the Tate Modern, The Ai Wei Wei exhibition at the Royal 
Academy in London, as well as the exam research visit to Oxford to gather sources 
from the Botanical Gardens, The Natural History Museum and Pitt Rivers Museum.  
These experiences had been used to greatly enhance the students’ art work in terms 
of exploration of new ideas, concepts and styles of inspiring and making art.  The 
range of original starting points and personal experiments was a real strength of the 
work. 

FAREWELL 

I would also like to take this opportunity to say a 
huge thank you and farewell to all of the students 
and their families who I have had the privilege of 
working with over the past sixteen years.  As  
teachers we often forget what an honoured posi-
tion of influence and nurture that we have.  I know 
that all of the students I have had the pleasure of 
teaching will have been given the opportunities to 
develop some sound creative and visual skills; and 
those that have gone on to further education    
within the visual arts have been well equipped to 
tackle the demands of the creative industries.          

It is with sadness that I leave Wollaston School and 
such a dedicated and supportive team of art   
teachers; but I have secured a job which will allow 
me to further explore my own wider professional 
teaching skills in the support of young people.  I 
wish the new   Teacher in 
Charge of Art, and the Art & 
Design Faculty, best wishes 
and continued success. 

 

Mr T Lloyd  
(Teacher in Charge of Art) 

THANK YOU & GOOD LUCK 

The Art Department would like to thank the students for their commitment to their studies and for the 
support of parents in allowing them to fully develop their creative potential through the funding of trips 
and the supply of materials and working space at home.  We would also like to offer all of our students 
best wishes for the final grades in August.  We look forward to continue teaching the year 12 pupils, as 
they begin the year 13 ‘A’ level course; and we wish our year 13 students the very  best of luck, as they 
continue their studies in a range of subjects and places of education. 



 YEAR 10 NETBALL CHAMPIONS 

The Year 10 girls have had a stormer this year in 
the district Netball league! They played all 6 
school's in the district with a clean sheet. Some 
games were easy some were more challenging, 
like Rushden and Wrenn.  As a result we made the 
final on the evening of 23rd May at Ferrers School 
against Manor Sports College. Manor Sports     
College are renowned for their Netball prowess 
and had teams in the final for every year group, 
clearly a talented bunch… NOT talented enough to 
even challenge our girls! With a 28-5 thrashing, we 
taught Manor a lesson in losing an important final. 
Woohooooo! 
 

The girls were an extremely well organised unit 
with a team of 9, seamless rotations of positions 
and subs. They won with style and grace,           
absolutely no arrogance but were exemplary in their sportsmanship.  
 

Ella Gurr commented on what it means to be in the team, 'Having done so well and come so far as 
pretty much the same team since year 7, makes the team spirit electric' .  WELL DONE GIRLS! 

The PE team are proud to call this team our own! 

Ella Jennings, Jace Wright, Ellie Hillyard, Harriet 
Tuggle, Ella Gurr, Lily Gavin, Emily Davis,  

Alice Cronin & Hannah Smith. 

 

YEAR 11 SPORTS LEADERSHIP 

The Year 11 GCSE PE girls and some of the boys need some recognition for their 
achievements this academic year. They have been a fantastic cohort and have 
impressed the PE Department on many levels, none quite as much as their  
leadership skills. Throughout the year they have led year 7's for many of their 
PE lessons, whether it's in netball, football or wet weather benchball and were 
then assessed by an external Edexcel moderator for their final GCSE grade. The 
moderator confirmed our thoughts on how amazing our girls are; he was blown 
away by the standard of delivery and interaction between the Year 11's and the 
year 7's and said he had not seen such a well organised unit in any other school. 
 

The leaders had the year 7 girls eating out the palm of their hands, not only  
because of their well planned, fun sessions, but their ability to encourage,     
enthuse and inspire the girls they were leading.  A pat on the back also goes to 
any girls in the year 7 groups, as they were all an absolute pleasure for the year 
11's to work with, well done! 
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Many of our students led year 7's but the students being assessed by the 
moderator receiving top band marks were Kim Bates, Phoebe Davis, Keelie 

Goodman, Will Howes, Dante Pinard, Rory Shroll, Louie Taylor, Izzy Shipton, 
Natasha Wright and Alex Young. 



PE
RF

O
RM

IN
G 

AR
T 

DE
PA

RT
M

EN
T 

MUSIC AWARDS 

WELLINGBOROUGH MUSIC FESTIVAL SUCCESS! 
The Music Department are thrilled to announce the results of the  

Wellingborough Music Festival 2016.  

All the students involved should be very 
proud of their achievements in this music  
festival. They have been committed every 
week to attending rehearsals, they are       
extremely talented and all are very hard 
working.  
 

The music performed by the groups: 

 

Ukudie Ukes: Three Little Birds by Marley and 
Counting Stars by One Republic 

Concert Band: Highlights from Mary Poppins by 
Sherman and Sherman and Uptown Funk!         
Arranged by Jay Bocook 

The Big Band: Tastes Like Chicken by Kris Berg 
and Burritos To Go by Victor Lopez 

The Mighty Ukuleles: Country Roads by John 
Denver and Jolene by Dolly Parton 

RESULTS 

Open Training Class: 

1st  Wollaston School Ukudie Ukes 

 

Open Ensemble Class: 

1st  Wollaston School Concert Band 

2nd  Wollaston School Big Band 

3rd  Wollaston School Mighty Ukuleles 

 

Wollaston School Concert Band won a trophy for 
the overall best group in the Open Ensemble Class. 

Senior Strings/Orchestral Class: 

1st   Wollaston School Orchestra 

2nd  Wrenn Academy Orchestra 

3rd  Wellingborough School strings &           
 Wellingborough Music School Senior Strings 
 

Wollaston School Orchestra won a trophy for the 
overall best string/orchestral group. 
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SCHOOL PRODUCTION 

Orchestra:  Violins: Kailan Barton-Porter, Charlotte Sibcy, Georgia Sibcy, Sian Bullock, Misia 
Welters, Caitlin Taylor, Eva Jennings  Cellos: Carenza Young, Charlotte Briggs, William Howard  
Double Bass/Violin: Sam Briggs  Trumpets: Christopher Elvin and Hannah Macinnes            
Clarinets: Samuel Austin, Francesca Zoboky, Phoebe Bainton Bassoon: Beth Middleditch 
Trombone: Harry Nellis  Piano: Sam Young  Baritone: Isla Macinnes Drum Kit: Oliver      
Breslin   French Horn: Joshua Comery 

The Ukudie Ukes:  Jamie Smith, Sean Bromilow, Saxon Gidney, Finley Curtis, Alyx Brown, 
Charlotte Buck, Sophia Dabrowski, Isla Macinnes, Dylan Morris, Francesca Zoboky, George 
Davis, Eleanor Dodwell, Amber-Lily Hamp, Connie Dunn, Maisie Warren, Jake Harrison,     
Hannah Macinnes, Chianna Cousens, Millie Bailey, Theo Cross 

Concert Band:  Flutes: Phoebe Smith, Martha Austin, 
Sarah Sturman, Sara Bebbington, Sophie Aindow, Charlotte Price, Ellie Cummins  Clarinets: 
Beth Middleditch, Francesca Zoboky, Phoebe Bainton  Alto Saxophones: Sarah Potter, Eloise 
Middleditch, Dylan Morris, William Howard  Baritone Saxophone: Samuel Austin  Tenor 
Horn: Charlotte Buck  French Horns: Joshua Comery, Thomas Buck, Finley Curtis, Jessica 
Henson  Trombone: Harry Nellis  Baritone: Isla Macinnes  Trumpets: Christopher Elvin,   
Jamie Blackadder, Elliott Barnes-Ward, Hannah Macinnes, Evelyn Comery                         
Drum Kit: Jonathan Lidbetter  Xylophone: Oliver Breslin                

Following this event we held a Music Rewards Evening on the 21st June 2016 to celebrate these fantastic         
results.  These wonderful young musicians at Wollaston School have demonstrated great talent and  dedication. 

This has resulted in a well-deserved impressive tally of wins for Wollaston School at the  Music Festival.  I am 
personally so proud of these students for their success.  The trophies are now on display in the cabinets outside 

the main hall for all to see. 
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THE SIXTH FORM VEHICLE ENGINEERING ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME 

The Sixth Form Engineering Enrichment Programme has enjoyed another successful year with more Year 12 &13 
students getting involved than ever before. The Rally Car Project and Race Car Project have both run all year with a 
committed group of students. New for this year was the New Driver Course, where students got hands on with basic 
car servicing to prepare them for safe car ownership. 

The Rally Car project entered its final stage of development with the fitting of the race seat mounts, the plumbed-in 
fire extinguisher system and competition wiring. Melissa Moss and Ruairi Newell should be given a special mention 
for their commitment to this club, having turned up without fail in all weathers for the past two years. As they are 
both leaving this academic year, they will hopefully be able to return to see the car at its first outing sometime in 
the future. Melissa is going to an automotive apprenticeship based on what she has learnt from the club and I wish 
her the very best. 

The race car has also entered its final stage of development with Year 12 students deciding to re-chassis the car and 
completing an engine change to an uprated race engine. The group are hoping to fire up the engine before the end 
of term and then fit the race seat and paint the bodywork. 

For next academic year I look forward to working with current students and any new students who wish to take part 
in any of the enrichment clubs. We will look to have a similar programme of activities and we will be aiming to    
complete both the rally and race car projects in full, culminating with on-track test sessions. In addition, we are 
looking to create an all-girl school motorsport team so look out for the chance to join this exciting new                 
extra-curricular activity. 

In Vehicle Engineering we rely entirely on contributions to help run the enrichment activities. We are always        
interested in any unwanted tools, equipment, vehicles or sponsorship. If you think you can help or if you have any 
questions about the course and the extra-curricular activities offered, please get in touch.  

 Mr R Hollis 

Head of Vehicle Engineering 
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At Wollaston School, student voice is very much valued and to ensure everyone’s opinions are heard, 
the Whole School Council meet each term to discuss ideas and agree action points. This is preceded by 
a termly year team council meeting where the two form reps from each tutor group attend and share 
the ideas and issues raised by their tutor group.  This way recurring issues and ideas can be prioritised 
and worked towards. Representatives from the Whole School Council meet regularly with members of 
the senior leadership team to help voice and promote areas for development.  

The Whole School notice board, located outside Cucina, is regularly updated with the most recent    
areas of development and the names of the Whole School Council representatives who would be    
happy to hear suggestions and ideas.   

 

Since Christmas, the Whole School Council have been busy working on the following:  

ZONES AND SEATING AREAS  

With regards to the year group zones around 
the school, the Whole School Council have 
used their funds to purchase more picnic 
benches so  students have more places to sit 
and relax during their free time. With this, 
each year group now has the same number 
of benches in their zone and have been a 
part of the discussions surrounding where 
these benches should be placed.  

CONGESTION AND ONE WAY SYSTEM 

With nearly 1400 students at Wollaston 
School, the corridors and stairways can       
become very busy when changing lessons or 
moving to and from break and lunch. To    
ensure safety and ease of movement the 
Whole School Council, in conjunction with 
the rest of the student body, have drafted a 
one way system for the corridors. This took 
quite a lot of planning and hard work to     
ensure all areas are accessible and after three 
drafts, we now feel we have got it right and 
hope to implement this from September.  

LESSON STARTERS 

In conjunction with the work staff have 
been doing surrounding teaching and 
learning,  the Whole School Council have 
led on ideas regarding how lessons are 
started. As a school we collated lots of  
ideas from the students from years 7-13 
about how they like to start lessons and 
what gets them motivated to learn and 
came up with a top tips page, from        
students, for staff.  

CHARITY 

As you will be aware, we support Children 
In Need and Sport/Comic relief each year. 
In  addition to this, we chose, as a school 
to support the local charity, Animals In 
Need.  

As a school we have raised over £2500 and 
we are really looking forward to selecting 
a different local charity next year to      
support.  

Although we are really proud of the work we have completed as a student council this year, 
we have spent the last meeting of the year reviewing our systems and processes and look 
forward to improving what we do next year to ensure Wollaston School students have a 
voice and are a part of making it the best school it can be.  

Student Council 
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MATHS DEPARTMENT 

Junior Individual Challenge (Year 7) 

Gold Samuel Johnson 

Silver Keira Garner, Olivia Oxley, Thomas Mul-
lett, Luca Needham, Keelan Hone, Megan 

Dolan, Jamie Berridge   

Bronze Harvey Bolland, Ryan Jones, Georgia Mur-
phy, Samuel Ward, Callum Jenkins, Jessica 

Henson, Eloise Jenkinson, Alex Blakey, 
George Donaghey .  

Junior Individual Challenge (Year 8) 

Gold Chris Elvin, Nathan Scola, Megan Marriott, 
Daniel Kelly, Toby Davenport 

Silver Alana Wright, Penny Walpole, Bethany 
Crocker  

Louis Baldet, Tyler Maxwell   Bronze  

Wollaston School has a long history of success taking part in the United Kingdom Maths Challenges 
run by the UK mathematics Trust. The UK trust was set up to develop national mathematics        
competitions and to advance the education of children and young people in mathematics. There are 
three main challenges, the UK Junior (years 7-8), Intermediate (years 9-11) and Senior (years 12-13). 

Chris Elvin & Nathan Scola have  
qualified for the next round! 

    DESKTOP CHALLENGE 

This terms winner was from Sam Matthews! 
Congratulations Sam! 

Love taking photos? 

 

Would you like to see one of your photographs 
used for the school’s desktop for the term?   
 

If so then the topic for this term is “growing” to reflect the 
growing minds of the students come September.  
 

Students are to submit their entries to Miss C Jones 
c.jones@wollaston-school.net by the end of term.  

SUMMER CHALLENGE 

On 16th and 17th July, our year 8 & 9 ambassadors welcomed 60 of next 
year’s new intake for two days of fun and creativity. 

The ambassadors led teambuilding, ICT and art sessions across the two 
days and helped to answer any questions or concerns that the year 6     
students had.  

A huge congratulations to the ambassadors on all their hard work. To 
quote one year 6 student when he was asked how excited the Summer 
Challenge had made him for September “It was off the charts”!  

Many thanks to all staff and students who supported the event. 
Miss R Hawes—Transition Coordinator 
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Make Your Own Cocktail Competition! 
How do I put this?  Well it was fantastic!!  The response was huge, the       
designs, thoughts and creativity that went into the recipes was just amazing.  
The challenge for me then was to translate the recipe into a drink. I took the 
entries home at half term and selected the best cocktails, which was a     
mammoth task, but very enjoyable!  Then the making and infusing started to 
take place….. WOW the outcome was astonishing! 

We had 5 amazing drinks .  The students came into Cucina to see and try their 
drinks for the first time and their faces said it all.  Congratulations to all that 
participated and the winning cocktail will be for ALL to drink on sports day.    

 

 

Wollaston Grow Your Own Project 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the past few months we have been working on a 
very exciting project.  The site team made some      
amazing raised beds for a group of students to use in an 
attempt for us to grow some flowers and vegetables 
within the school grounds.  We selected an area within 
the school garden as it is protected from the elements 
but still spacious.  The site team even made a herb     
garden for this area out of some old science sinks.  There 
are also benches and some bird boxes that students 
made in DT in the garden so staff and students can enjoy 
these surroundings.  

A group of selected students have been working with 
Mrs Foulser and Mrs Stewart on developing their green 
fingers.  Lots of planting took place and also a trip to the 
local garden centre to pick up some seeds and tools 
etc.  We now have a small green house and a thriving 
compost heap. 

The students have worked in partnership with our in 
school lunch provider, Cucina to make the most of this 
project and the growing enterprise.  The work            
completed has been amazing, the plants and flowers 
have flourished with lots of care and attention.  Some of 

the vegetables have even been cooked in the school 
kitchen and students have tasted their own                 
produce.  There is a mixture of fruit and vegetables now 
in both beds and hanging baskets.  The greenhouse is full 
of developing plants ready for planting later on in the 
year. 

This has been such a success that we are now               
introducing a gardening club during lunch times to      
support the upkeep of the garden and are even looking 
for further space around the school to build and grow 
some more. 

We hope the skills learnt doing this will help students in 
the future understand growing cycles, cost savings and 
the care needed to grow successful produce.  It’s a     
massive thank you and well done to everyone who has 
helped on this project.  It has taken off so quickly and 
looks amazing.   

Going forward we hope to get the students to grow 
some bedding plants from seed so we can use around 
the site and even look at keeping some animals such as 
chickens and rabbits.  Maybe even enter some local        
competitions. 

During the coming months we will share some of these 
pictures on our website and if anyone would like to get     
involved or 
would like to 
donate some 
seeds or plants 
then please    
contact the 
school. 
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Jason 

Cucina Chef 



 

The National Careers Service gives students an opportunity to access 1:1 Careers Guidance. The following link to 
parents section may be of use to all parents. 

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/tools/helpingyoungpeople/Pages/Teachers.aspx 
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The National Careers Service website is a most useful one for further 
information about careers and access to advisors via  telephone 0800 
100 900.  

www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk. 

Any parents or carers willing and able to speak to students about opportunities in their chosen        
careers should contact Mr Myers  b.myers@wollaston-school.net 

The National Apprenticeship Service gives the details of all              
apprenticeships that are available in the UK.  Their website is: 
 

  www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeships 

A number of students have managed to secure 
apprenticeships for September 2016. These range 
from hairdressing, motor vehicle engineering,  
accountancy and business administration. Some 
of these students are currently in Year 11 , some 
are in Year 12 and a number are in Year 13.  Some 
of the latter students have obtained positions 
with prestigious companies such as Macintyre 
Hudson and Grant Thornton. Gaining these       
apprenticeships has been a lengthy process for 
the successful students and in some cases they 
have faced competition from university graduates. 

In recent weeks there have been over 300        
apprenticeship vacancies available for students to 
pursue within a 15 mile radius of the school.     
Details of how to apply for such vacancies are 
listed below. 

The school also continues to attract informal    
enquiries for positions such as an office junior in 
Strixton and a Hairdressers in Wellingborough. 

CAREERS 

APPRENTICESHIPS 

NATIONAL CAREERS SERVICE 

ALUMNI —Mr Myers is keen to develop a network of ex students who have gained some success in their cho-
sen career areas and are willing to share their experiences with current students.  

Please get in touch if you can help. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wollaston School Careers Fair takes place 
on 15th July 2016 .  

A large number of organisations have already  
expressed their commitment to the event but 
there is a small amount of space for other      
organisations or individuals who can talk to Year 
10 and Year 12 students about their career    
areas.   

There is also some room for people who have 
any experiencing of interviewing to help Year 10 
students with a mock interview which will take 
place on the same day. 

WOLLASTON SCHOOL  
CAREERS FAIR 2016 

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/tools/helpingyoungpeople/Pages/Teachers.aspx


 FASHION SHOW 

Parents are invited to attend our Summer Fashion Show 2016.  Tickets are £4 and include a 
drink.  There will also be a raffle.  Please contact  Mrs F Bland to get your tickets 

f.bland@wollaston-school.net 

Tickets must be purchased in advance.  Thank you. 

   BO
O

K N
O

W
! 

Tuesday 19th July 2016, 7.30pm 

SUMMER SPORTS ACADEMY 
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Come and join in the fun! 
 

During the summer holiday, Wollaston School is        
running a Summer Sports Academy for the first 
time.  It will run in school from Monday 22nd 
August to Friday 26th August 2016.   

Students from years 7 - 9 are welcome to sign 
up for one or more of the days.  Each day there 
is a different activity and fully trained coaches 
will run the sessions.   

There are limited places and these can be 
booked on the school’s ParentPay system. Each 
session costs £6.00 which goes towards paying 
for the coaches.  Once we have names we will 
send out confirmation of places and ask for  
permission slips to be returned.  A drink and 
snack will be provided on each day but students 
can bring a packed lunch if they wish. 

We hope families will appreciate that we are 
developing programmes to support structured 
activities during the holiday period.   

Any feedback or suggestions on future         
activities please email us on: 

office@wollaston-school.net 
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DATE EVENT 

29th June 2016 Year 11 Prom 

2nd July 2016 Sixth Form Summer Ball 
4th & 5th July 2016 Year 6 Induction Days 

6th- 8th July  2016 School Production of Grease 

7th & 8th July 2016 Sixth Form Induction Days 

7th July 2016 Sixth Form Induction Parents’ Evening 

11th—15th July 2016 Year 8 trip to France 

19th July 2016 Fashion Show 

21st July 2016 Training Day—SCHOOL CLOSED 

22nd July 2016 SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

18th August 2016 A-LEVEL RESULTS DAY 

25th August 2016 GCSE RESULTS DAY 

1st & 2nd Sept  2016 Training Day—SCHOOL CLOSED 

5th September 2016 School Re-Opens 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 Parents parking on the driveway / layby to Scott Bader— Under no circumstances 
must parents park here as the lorries coming in and out of there contain highly toxic 
chemicals. 

 Parking in front of the school gates—blocking buses and preventing clear vision for 
students who may be crossing the car park.  Please park in allocated spaces where  
possible, if these are full then you will need to park further along the road into the 
village adhering to current parking regulations. 

 Hookhams Path, Francis Dicken’s Close and Irchester Road.—We have received    
complaints about people parking in front of driveways and making it difficult for        
residents to manoeuvre their vehicles off of their driveways.   

 Please adhere to current parking regulations. 

 SPEED—Please drive no faster than 5 mph in the car park. 

 CAR PARKING  


