
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,                                       November 2016 

I would like to remind you of some of the recent changes to the education system and explain how Wollaston 

School has adapted to these changes to help ensure the best GCSE outcomes for your child. 

The biggest change has been to the exam system.  Over the next few years, new, tougher GCSEs will be 

introduced; firstly in English and Maths, affecting current year 11 students, then most other subjects the 

following year. 

The graphic below illustrates how the new GCSEs will be graded with numbers rather than letters.  The 

current A* to G system does not directly mirror the new numbered grading system. 

 

The government has removed National Curriculum levels.  Students at primary school no longer have ‘levels’ 
and secondary schools have been free to develop a system that fits more closely with the standards required 

at GCSE.  At Wollaston school we now assess all our students in years 7 to 11 on a continuous scale, 

culminating in GCSE grade outcomes at the end of Year 11. 

We view your child’s development as a journey.  When students arrive at Wollaston, they are likely to show 
knowledge, understanding and skills that place them at a higher grade in subjects they have learned for 

several years, such as maths and English.  New subjects such as modern languages and design subjects will 

initially be at a lower grade but soon catch up.  The typical grade at the end of year 8 would be around grade 

2 or 3.  Progress should be steady and secure over time. In order to help parents see progress, we have 

provided sub-grades [eg. 2-; 2; 2+] 

 

For some of our younger students, being assessed on a 1 to 9 scale does create an element of challenge.  To 

support these students, we have added three ‘Foundation’ grades to the scale.  Therefore we can still 
measure progress for each individual student. 

 

 

Wollaston grading system 
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There are a number of benefits to this system: 

 

 It will encourage students to stretch themselves.   

 The F-9 scale is linked directly to the new GCSE grades and is therefore easier to understand. 

 It is easier for teachers, students and parents to monitor progress over time and therefore students 

who are making excellent progress or who need more support will be easier to identify. 

 Consistent assessment language is used across the school, making it easier for students to 

understand what they need to do to move on, and for parents to be involved in their child’s progress. 
 

Alongside the other changes, the government has introduced a new system to measure the performance of 

schools.  We will use this system to help us estimate your child’s final GCSE grade.  We will call this grade 
‘Expected’ and achievements above this ‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’. 
 

At the start of each year, every student will be issued with a sticker for each subject, 

which can be found on the inside front cover of exercise books for each subject.  The 

target grades (TAGs) that are seen on each coloured chevron guide students along 

a pathway to their Expected, Good and Outstanding GCSE grades. 

 

The target grades are not a ceiling and, upon achieving their expected grade, all 

students should aim to achieve higher.  The targets do set a challenging pathway for 

your child, therefore if your child is making good progress in some subjects and 

expected in others, they are doing very well and while they should continue to work 

to improve, both you and your child should be confident that they are progressing 

well. 

 

Government emphasis on continuous student progress means that we have 

replaced traditional reports with ‘Go4Schools’, our electronic reporting system 
which is ‘live’ and updates student records as teachers input new assessment data. 

This information will be available through home PCs and, of course, through mobile 

phones with internet connections.  It will still be possible for parents to print a copy 

of reports for their records. Where parents do not have internet access we are 

happy to provide a printed copy of each report.  For parents of year 8 students and 

higher who have previously requested printed copies of reports, we shall continue 

to provide these over the course of this year only. 

 

Each half term students and parents will be encouraged to log into our reporting website ‘Go4schools’ to 
review the latest grades.  This new feature of our reporting system will be launched when we return from 

the October half term holiday. Please view the reporting section of our website for further details on how to 

access this. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 
Mr C. Rowland – TLD for Assessment and Reporting 

Telephone: 01933 666208 Email: c.rowland@wollaston-school.net 

mailto:c.rowland@wollaston-school.net

