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Dear parents and students,  

As we move into the last few days of the summer term, I would like to take this opportunity to share 
some of the highlights of the academic year with you in this newsletter. You will know from previous           
communication, through open evenings and newsletters that we place great  importance at Wollaston 
on all aspects of education, not just academic subjects and we also place a high value in making     
learning fun and interactive. The pages that follow represent some of the enrichment highlights from 
the past academic year and you will see that all faculties are represented. In addition to clubs and     
fixtures, there have been about 200 out of school activities this year – one for almost every day of the 
year! Some of these activities have been about excellence – we have seen outstanding performances in 
regional and national  competitions in music, dance and PE throughout the year and some celebrations 
of excellence in academic subjects, such as our ‘Maths Challenge’ competition entries. Many hundreds 
of  students have learned much from these events and almost all have gained great enjoyment along 
the way. I would like to thank all staff on behalf of the students for organising and leading these events. 

As the year draws to a close, I wish to thank parents and students for all of your support during my 3 
years’ tenure as Headteacher. I have felt honoured to lead the school during this time and to work with 
so many wonderful students and staff on a daily basis. Three years ago, I wrote in my letter of            
application for this post that teachers hold a unique responsibility (What can be more important than 
preparing young people for their futures and the future generations as a whole?), but also gain the   
reward of job satisfaction that people in most other occupations can only dream about. I have been 
privileged to see so many students flourish in so many ways and many go on to start undoubtedly      
successful careers. I will miss so much about the school, but will treasure many memories from my time 
in post throughout my retirement.  

May I take this opportunity to wish all parents, staff and most of all, students a relaxing summer break 
and the very best of luck for the future. 

 

Joe Cowell 

Headteacher 

September 2016—July 2017 
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World Book Day 

 

My journey to becoming an author... 

Dave regaled us with stories of his life. We 
laughed with him as he entertained us 
with photos and dramatic descriptions 
of his days as a member of a band, his 
ambitions of becoming an astronaut and 
inspiration for his first  published novel 
‘15 Days without a Head’.   

Author Visit  Friday 10th March  

 

I most enjoyed listening 
to the author read an   
extract from his book, 
‘Waiting for Gonzo’ 

  

I most enjoyed the 
really funny actions 
that went along with 
the pictures.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

,  

 

Creative writing workshop 

A small group of year 7’s and 8’s 
joined Dave for a creative writing 
workshop. His first question to the 
group, “What would you never 
do…?” This became the theme for 
their humours and often strange 
stories.  

World Book Day 

I really enjoyed 
learning to plan 
and write the story 

Reading Challenge 

Students & Staff  - competed in a ‘Mastermind’ 
style competition, who could answer the 
most questions correctly from Harry Potter 
& the Philosopher’s Stone.  

Winners—Izzy Murts-Hanson & Keir Lear 
from Nightingale won a Kindle Fire each.  

LIBRARY &
 READING EVENTS 
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Twist & Shout  — 31st Jan & 1st Feb 
On 31st January and 1st February the KS4/5 Play ‘Twist and Shout’ was held in DR1.  The play took the 
audience back to 1963 when the 
‘The Beatles’ were just on the 
verge of stardom.  Local band 
Rocky Storm and the Rainclouds 
( Tom Lyman, Thomas Duff, Harry 
Stanton and Issac Gavin) have 
been booked as a support act at 
Wollaston Working Men’s 
Club.  Lead singer Tony Cooke 
(Tom  Spencer) was totally     
unaware that his girlfriend 
Shirley  Suttton (Rachael Cottle) 
thinks she may be pregnant with 
John Lennon’s baby, confiding only in her best friend Carol Cooke (Ella Jennings).  Needless to say, 

this didn’t stay secret for long and the play built to its conclusion which all happened on stage in front of Shirley’s Dad, Stan 
Sutton (James Swindell). There were superb supporting roles, in many cases multi-rolling, by Poppy Beale, Alice Dodds, Alyx 
Brown, Jodie Kindell,  Bethany Folkes and Harry Read with an  incredibly noteworthy portrayal of ‘loony Judy’ by Anne-Marie 
Mcdonald.   The cast worked effortlessly too tell their story and the performance was met with a great response from the     
audiences. It was a real pleasure to work with such a talented group of pupils who gave up their own time for this project – we 
may have been a small cast, but we were mighty! 

Thank you to everyone who supported this event. 

Mrs Paltridge  

On Thursday 2nd March we were lucky enough to have an Artist in Residence come and join our lessons 
and run an after school workshop for Year 9 students.   

Lee Forskitt, a local lad from Northampton, is currently filming and working on a number of projects in 
London.  Lee has made a numerous short films, TV adverts and performed on the London stage for 6 
months. He has also been involved with a multitude of workshops and directors and he brought his 
wealth of knowledge to Wollaston School. 

Our GCSE and A-Level/BTEC students were joined by Lee during their lessons, where he worked with 
them on developing their characterisations and gave a fresh look into their scenes and exam work;   
students left their lessons feeling excited about working with Lee.  Many were heard  exclaiming…”That 
was ace!” 

Lee then offered a workshop to our Year 9 students considering Drama or Performing Arts as an 
option for GCSE, where the students had a brief introduction into the business of Acting and then 
were taken through a casting style workshop.  Students were involved in improvisation and script 
work and looked at exploring the possibilities and taking chances on their characters, they were 
asked to make choices and run with them, this led to some fantastic and very funny performances.  

It was truly an awesome experience and everyone involved had a fantastic time.  We thank Lee for 
giving his time to us and the students for getting involved. 

Mrs Rose. 

Actor in Residence 



Rock Challenge 

Rock Challenge is a competitive event, whereby schools have 
their performance judged on the following categories:  

 Choreography 

 Performance Skill 

 Stage Use 

 Concept 

 Drama 

 Soundtrack 

 Costuming Character 

 Set Design and Function 

 Visual Enhancement 

 Overall Impact 

 

Regional Event 

Sunday 26th March  

The theme, 'My heart will smile', amongst devastation and loss, there is hope. The on-going plight of child refugees is high-
lighted through dance and drama for Wollaston’s first involvement in Rock Challenge.  

Multiple schools could be awarded 'Awards of Excellence' if they scored highly in a particular area, Wollaston won 13 out of 15 
awards, they also won the 'Community Award' and 'Best Performance' voted by all of the schools involved on the day....our 
students were AMAZING and deserved to be announced overall winners.  

Next stage, National Finals on Friday 28th April in Portsmouth.  

This was our first entry in the competition and we went there with a few nerves about competing against the best dance 
schools in the country.  However, our team went out there with real determination and absolutely sold their performance to 
the judges. In addition to a live audience of about 1000 people, the show was streamed live streamed to big screens and every 
facial expression and every detail in the choreography of our performance was evident.   

 

 

 

Mr Cowell’s comments... 
In the judges’ feedback on 
Wollaston’s performance,    
it was commented that the 
soundtrack was ‘genius’, 
that the technique of the 
whole company was 
‘flawless’ and that the trio of 
boys were ‘flawless’.  Every 
dancer told their  individual 
story through the music, 
which was ‘really hard to 
do’.  We were told that we 
should be ‘very proud of our 
school’.   

Won National Award 
for Drama! 
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Wollaston School presents...Hairspray, the Musical!  
On the 11th, 12th and 13th July Wollaston School Performing Arts proudly presented our annual musical.  
This year it was ‘Hairspray’ and we had a cast of 52 students, a fabulous student band led by Mrs Hollis-

Brown and a year 9 tech crew.  Beth Folkes in year 12 confidently played the leading role of Tracy, a 
charismatic, TV obsessed teen from the 60’s with whom we fell in love with from the very first number 
‘Good Morning Baltimore’.  Supported brilliantly by Isaac Gavin playing Tracy’s mum Edna and Harry 
Read playing Tracy’s dad Wilbur, her journey to become a TV star and fully integrate 1960’s America was 
both comical and touching.  Our year 13 leavers made us very proud in their final performances for the 
school. Tracy’s best friend Penny was superbly played by Zoe Smart who falls in love with James Swindall 
portraying Seaweed – a black boy who dances on the Corny Collins Show played expertly by Tom Lyman. 
Seaweed’s mother Motormouth – Rachael Cottle – raised the roof and Chloe Taylor raised some laughs 
as Penny’s uptight mother. The villainous Mother/Daughter pair of Velma and Amber – Jodie Kindell and 
Sophia Marlow was a perfect double act and we also had some superb performances from our up and 
coming stars in year 9.  We played to a packed auditorium over the three nights and were treated to a 
standing ovation on the final evening. Some of the comments were ‘I was completely blown away with 
the quality!’, ‘It was a wonderful showcase of talent and enthusiasm for performing arts’ and ‘I was    
particularly impressed by the synergy of all the different components’.   

A massive thank you to everyone who has been involved in this amazing musical and to all of the parents 
for the support they have given us. 

Performing Arts 



Music  

 Wollaston School Triumphs at               
Wellingborough Music Festival 

All these students have made me so 

proud. All classes had extremely high 

standards and all 55 students involved  

deserve very high praise. 

E. Brown 

Winners 

Solos: 

 Eva Jennings came 1st in the Woodwind Intermediate Class 

 Sam Austin came 2nd, Francesca Zoboky came 3rd both in the 

Woodwind Senior Class 

 Eva Jennings came 1st in the String Intermediate Class 

 Rachel Wilson came 2nd in the String Senior Class 

Groups: 

 Trad Jazz came 2nd, Clarinet Quartet came 3rd and Year 11 

Piano Trio came 4th in the Small Ensemble class 

 Ukudie Ukes came 2nd in the Intermediate ensemble class 

 Orchestra came 1st in the Senior Orchestra/String Class 

 Concert Band came 1st in the Senior Open Ensemble Class 

 Big Band came 2nd in the Senior Open Ensemble Class 

 Oliver Breslin came 1st in the Composition  Class 

  

 An event organised by BTEC students as part of their course work. 
KS3 & 4 students took part in 
auditions for a place in the     
contest.  

The night had a variety of        
performances, including  singing, 
duets and even a rap!  

Year 7 student Rory Traynor was 
voted the overall winner.  

 

The annual Christmas concert took place on 12th December. Always a sell out event,  eagerly        
anticipated by staff and students as the start of  the Christmas season festivities. A showcase event 
for Wollaston’s talented students, organised by Miss Brown.  

PERFORM
ING ARTS  



PH
YS

IC
AL

 E
DU

CA
TI

ON
 

Health Kick 

Just before Christmas, Wollaston introduced ‘Health Kick’. A new initiative in school where we endeavour to raise 
awareness on healthy active lifestyle choices and give some inspiration for students and parents to take into their 
homes.  

Our 3 main aims:  

 Encourage students to make informed decisions to improve their social, physical and emotional wellbeing.  

 Students gain a better understanding on health and wellbeing issues that affect young people.  

  Regular exposure to recommendations and lifestyle changes for parents and students 

 

On the website you can find Mr Bradbury’s latest video under the parents tab, Health Kick.  

The videos you see were recorded by our sixth form students with the help of Screen Northants and students are 
encouraged to join the ‘Health Kick’ recording programme if they have a passion for performing arts, directing and 
the art of film making 

Sporting Achievements 

Rugby—U16’s , County Champions  
Winners of the County Cup Final, beating Kettering Buccleuch Academy 47-12. 
They overcame their fears as the underdogs with an outstanding first half  
performance.  

Congratulations to the players;  

Lewis North-Row, Ewan Grimshaw,      
Morgan Johnston, Dom Meylan-

Stevenson,  Elly Finch, Kyron Kennedy, 
Tom Wilderspin, George Crisp,  Will Tipler, 
josh White, Kieran Pritchett, Tariq Mani-
Saada, Jay Baselet, morgan Rooker, John 
Naylor,  Morgan Skett, James Jessop, Ben 
plowman and Louis Boot.  

Coach: Mr Bradbury 
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Sporting Achievements 

 

 

 

Football News 

Our Year 9’s won the 7-a-side District   
tournament. Finley (the captain) 
showed great leadership skills and also 
put in a great performance in the whole         
tournament.  

English School Cross Country Championship  
Lucy Stevens, our superstar long distance runner, has gone from 
strength to strength in her running career so far. Lucy regularly    
competes at County and Regional level. The picture below is Lucy  
running at the recent English cross country championships. On the 
18th March 2017, Lucy, represented the Northamptonshire County 
schools team at the English schools cross country championship in 
Norwich. Lucy raced against the best 400 U17 girls in the country 
and was 7th home for Northamptonshire. She is now looking        
forward to the track season where she specialises in 800m & 1500m. 
We are so proud to call Lucy a Wollaston School student! 

Athletics success for Wollaston students  at County event 

On Saturday 10th June, 9 students from Wollaston competed in the County Athletics            
Championships at Corby Triangle. Each of the students had already won or been runner-up in 
their event at the District event in Oundle the previous month. They were therefore selected to 
represent Wellingborough and East Northants at the County Championships.   

A special mention goes to Lucy Stevens, Adam Humphries & April Williams who were selected 
to represent Northamptonshire County at The Eastern Regional Championships in Birmingham.   

Ellen Smith Yr 9 

200m 

Lauren Gallagher Yr 9 

Discus 

Diaz Ryan Yr 10 

100m 

Adam Humphries Yr 10 

800m 

Kira Lear Yr10 

200m 

Joe Baylis Yr 9 

200m 

April Williams Yr 10 

Discus 

Diarra Layne Yr 10 

200m 

Adam Humphries Yr 10 

Javelin 

Lucy Stevens Yr 10 

1500m 
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KS3 Leadership Academy 

 

Students are selected during PE lessons for showing leadership skills . Once selected, students  
receive training, enabling them to support sporting fixtures within the local Primary Schools, 
part of this training has included First Aid Training.  

Termly House Competition.  
Winners—DRAKE 

Staged during KS3 Sport Education 
Lessons, congratulations to  everyone 
who participated .  

1st place = Drake, 2nd place = Churchill, 3rd place = Austen and 4th place = Nightingale  

Girls Active Campaign 

This term the year 9 and 10  girls in the girls active         
program have been looking at how we can use school 
display and images to help inspire and celebrate girls 
Physical activity and sport. It was felt that girls do not 
share their achievements or put them forward to         
celebrate. They can hide from showing their success. They 
also wanted to address the fact that some sports were seen as 'not feminine' and have 
been exploring what this means, how it impacts girls participation and how inspiring     
pictures, displays and videos might help break down the barriers. The have designed their 
scenes and images and are about to take photos to create the inspirational material. They 
will then use these to decorate the newly decorated changing rooms. They then intend to 
work with the 'Rare project'  to create inspirational material for the boys changing rooms 
to. If you have any pictures of your children doing activity or sport  outside of school and 
feel, they could  be used for a display in school then please send them to 
s.meekcom@wollaston-school.net. 

Next for the team is to look at the curriculum plans and ask all year7 & 8’s to fill in a       
questionnaire to gauge their opinion of the appropriateness of the program we offer and 
how we can I move this forward.  

mailto:s.meekcom@wollaston
http://school.net


PE DEPARTM
ENT 

RAIR Project 

18 Y9 students have had a unique  opportunity to be involved 
with the Youth Sport Trust’s RAIR project. The project is          
designed to raise aspirations and improve resilience amongst 
young people. The students have had a fantastic time learning 
from their Athlete Mentor, Alistair Patrick-Heseltine, who has 
led the 3-day course. The students have equipped themselves 
amazingly well and have shown a level of maturity beyond their 
tender years. The students now have the opportunity to make a 

real difference with their own project and Wollaston students will be seeing a lot of this in the 
weeks ahead.  

Mr Bevan  

 

Student Feedback from Mackenzie Eldershaw on behalf of the group… 

“Before half-term the RAIR project met with Mr Cowell and presented all of the work we had 
been doing with Alistair on improving resilience and raising aspirations within students at    
Wollaston. The project has improved all of our levels of resilience in both sporting and           
academic areas. It has helped us to bring confidence in any challenges we may face in the       
future. We now are working with Mr  Bevan and hoping to pass the work we have learnt to    
future generations here at Wollaston School and create a lasting legacy for our project.” 

One of the hardest challenges, staying in 
this position for 1 minute. However, any 
failures and the clock is reset!  
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Goal Ball 
A group of  year 12 students recently undertook a 
‘Goal Ball Leadership Course’ experiencing what it 
was like to play a ball game without their sight.  
They really enjoyed the experience and are hoping 
to set up a club for younger students.  

 

Alex Young (Year 12) writes,  

“you have to be extremely silent so that you can hear the umpires because of course you      
cannot see them. As we were playing a couple of games, we all had the chance to umpire which 
was really fun and exciting as none of us had umpired before. This demanded us to take control 
as a leader and was a really great experience in developing leadership skills”.  “Before this 
course I was very oblivious to disability in sport because it has never really affected me or      
anyone around me”.  

Sports Day  

Choreography 
Challenge  

Sports Day winners this year are    
Nightingale, collecting 1000 points.  



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Sports Day  

Sports day 2017, the weather, hot and sunny. A whole school event, promoting 
physical activity, fun and healthy competition for the House Trophy, the winners 
picking up 1000 points.  

A mixture of Athletics, fun circuits, chorography challenge and staff races. A few 
pictorial highlights for you to enjoy... 

6th formers and younger  
students  enjoying a photo 
opportunity. 

Staff races 

Year 9 girls long distance winners 

Ski Challenge 
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Maths Challenge 

Wollaston School has a long history of success taking part in the United Kingdom Maths 
Challenges run by the UK Mathematics Trust. The UK trust was set up to develop national 
mathematics competitions and to advance the education of children and young people in 
mathematics. There are three main challenges; the UK Junior (years 7-8), Intermediate 
(years 9-11) and Senior (years 12-13).  Congratulations to everyone who took part.  

Mr Walton 

Junior Individual Challenge (Year 7& 8) 

Gold Samuel Johnson, Eloise Jenkinson, Keira Garner, Oliva Oxley. 

Silver Megan Dolan, Katie O’Neill, George Donaghey, Ivan Van der Ploeg, Thomas Mullet, Ethan Jennings, 
Sophee Parker, Lauren Wells, Joey Price, Joseph Dunkley, Joseph Thompson & Amy Mordue.  

Bronze Jessica Henson, Amy Halsall , Zoe Harris, Matthew Jennings, Luke Jones, Jack Wagstaff, Joe Halton, 
Kapil Parekh & Ryan Lack.  

Team Challenge for year 8 and 9 was a fantastic day out at Caroline Chisholm School, 18 
schools took part. We struggled in round 1 leaving us low in the rankings but after a great 
2nd,  3rd and 4th round we climbed back up and came a very respectable 9th. So well done to 
Samuel Johnson, Keira Garner, Nathan Scola and Chris Evans on representing Wollaston 
School. 
Well done to everyone, especially Samuel Johnson in year 8 who was one mark off         

Intermediate Maths Challenge (Year 9-11) 

Gold Sian Bullock, Wissam Whayeb, Samuel Young, Samuel Matthews & Matthew Aidow 

Silver Megan Brown, Joseph Mullan, Nathan Luck, Marcus King, Chris Elvin & Toby Davenport 

Bronze Morgan Williams, Sara Bebbington, Sean Wright, Grace MacDonald-Howe, Nathan Scola, Daniel 
Kelly, Jacob Coleman, George Garrett & Louis Baldet 

Another great set of results for our students who took part in the Intermediate 
Maths Challenge. 

Best in Year 11: Sian Bullock 

Best in Year 10: Marcus King 

Best in Year 9: Toby Davenport 

Through to the Pink Kangaroo (Next Round) 

Sian Bullock (Year 11) 

Samuel Young (Year 11) 

Samuel Matthews (Year 11) 

Wissam Whayeb (Year 11) 

Matthew Aindow (Year 11) 



M
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Number Day 

On the 3rd February Mrs Dawes from the Maths department organised a ‘Number Hunt Event’ for  students .  
This  event also ran as a House event, with points being awarded to the winning House. Successful participants 
achieved a certificate, with £10 Amazon vouchers for the top 5 individuals/ teams.  Students had to complete a 
selection of Maths questions, the answers  were worn by 70 members of staff across all faculties to make the 
game as visible as possible.   

Winners: 
Evie Palmer & Jake Harrison  
(Year 9) 

Georgia Murphy & Amelie 
Shearman (Year 8) 

Rory Traynor (Year 7) 

Amy Mordue (Year 7) 

Caitlin Walker & Matthew    
Jennings (Year 7) 

Big Bang Fair 2017 

A group of students from Wollaston school visited the Big Bang Roadshow at Northampton Saints last 
Wednesday in the lead up to our Annual Science week events. The students had the opportunity to 
meet with a range of businesses and organisations that are linked to Northamptonshire and STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics careers). 

It was an excellent opportunity for students see, and sample, the wide range of careers that studying 
science and engineering can lead to. 

Careers on show were diverse in nature and included areas such as shoe design and manufacture to 
design and manufacture of high precision engine components for improving performance. Other      
careers included chemistry, computing, environmental science and aeronautics. 

The day ended with an ‘atomic science’ chemical roadshow where the students had the opportunity to 
see some chemical demonstrations close up. 

SCIENCE  



Physics Award 

On Wednesday 12th March, Wollaston School 
hosted a primary science day for year 5 students 
from schools across  Northamptonshire.  

The primary school children were able to watch 
and participate in a range of scientific lectures 
and  demonstrations.  

Some students were able to show how they could lift Mr Sheldrick with just one 
finger! Others had the opportunity to investigate sound waves.  

The day culminated in a Chemistry vs Physics demonstration where the students 
got to vote on the best demonstrations from a selection of  Chemistry and Physics 
demos.  Thank you to Lab 13, at Irchester Primary  for organising the event.  

On  Friday, 23rd June I had the absolute pleasure of attending 
the Ogden Trusts Physics awards for the East of England.      
One of the award winners was our own Y12 student, Adam 
Bebbington. Adam has been a remarkable physics student all 
year and it was a delight to see him receive official recognition 
for all of his efforts. The ceremony was held at Churchill College 
Cambridge and, in addition to the awards ceremony itself, the 
winners had a chance to meet physics undergraduates as well 
as listen to a lecture about supernovae and time travel.   

Mr Sheldrick 

Primary Science Day 
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SCIENCE  
Girls in Physics 

Two teams of year 10 girls attended Girls Physics 
Challenge run at Sir Christopher Hatton Academy as 
part of its role as an Institute of Physics Lead School 
with support from the Wellingborough Ogden Trust 
Partnership. They independently designed and built 
a heat shield to mimic a re-entry capsule astronaut 
such as Tim Peake and Helen Sharman would have 
used to return to Earth.  
 

Well done to the Technonuats team (Lorraine Cook, 
Bryony Davis, Megan Perry, Amelie Van de Ploeg,) 
who came second when their designs where tested. 
They were praised for their team working and      
repeated reworking of their design. The                 
representatives from the Institute of Physics were 

also impressed by the meticulous recording and modifications made by the Heat Busters team 
(Hollie Bridgman, Brooke O’Reilly, Holly Smart) 
One of the aims of the day was to encourage girls to study physics, as only a fifth of students 
taking Physics in England are girls. To help them to see what physics related careers are         
possible the guest speaker Dr Judith Croston from the Open University spoke about her career 
as an   astrophysicist. It is important that all of our students are not affected by gender           
stereotypes when selecting which subjects to study and careers they wish to pursue.  

Heatbusters team with Dr Judith Croston 
from the Open University 

British Science Week 

Science demonstrations took place during lunchtime on Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.                                           
The theme for the week was ‘Change’. This encouraged students to think and investigate the 
changes happening in the world around them. Thinking points included: Changing seasons (is it 
just the weather that changes?), Climate (What could cause this? Is it important to you?),     
Materials / chemical reactions (E.g. fuel, food, plants, animals) & Energy (E.g. heat, light, 
sound, chemical, kinetic). 
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Science Club is…led by Mr C Sheldrick. During science club we do a wide range of different challenges, including, 
egg drop parachutes, egg boat races, water rockets, methane bubbles, methane rockets.  
Science club is a very enjoyable and exciting way to properly understand science. Dr Sheldrick is very 
helpful and understanding ad enjoys joking around. The experiments are great fun. The other people are 
nice and funny . Thomas Lambeth, Year 7 

I enjoy going to science club as we get to do experiments that we wouldn’t do during lessons. One week 
we did dissections of lamb’s kidney and heart as well as flower dissections for those who didn’t want to 
do the kidney or heart. We do all of the sciences but mostly physics. There is something for everyone and 
we all have fun.          Emily Drage, Year 9 

Science Club is great, even if you don’t like science because we do lots of fun things. We have done ex-
plosions, dissecting and lots of other cool things. It can help you with your science knowledge and then 

you can become an expert at the things you might not have learnt about in class. Recently we have had 

some new students coming to Science Club and they really enjoy it.                  Libby W and Samantha B, 

Year 8  

This year in science club has been great fun. We’ve gained many new members and have had the chance to carry 
out experiments into different areas of biology, chemistry and physics. At the end of a long day it really is uplifting 
to see the enthusiasm and passion that many of our students have for science. Next year we are looking to go from 
strength to strength and have recently been awarded a grant to help purchase new equipment specifically for    
science club. Many thanks to everyone who has attended this year – see you for more in September.  



COM
PUTING &

 ICT 
PiWars 

 

On the 1st April, Code Club was proud to represent Wollaston School at the PiWars competition at 
Cambridge University. PiWars is an annual competition organised to test peoples' robot-building      
abilities, very similar to the Robot Wars TV series. However, unlike Robot Wars, purposefully             
destroying another team's robot leads to disqualification at PiWars. All the robots have to have a   
Raspberry Pi computer at their heart, controlling motors and receiving feedback from sensors. 

There was a wide variety of challenges, ranging from the simple straight-line speed test, to            
Slightly-Deranged Golf (a simplified version of crazy golf). The main 
event was Pi Noon, a series of robot-on-robot duels that ended up 
dictating the overall winner of the competition. Some challenges 
were manual, requiring human input, and others were  autonomous, 
where the  robot had to work its way around the challenge on its 
own. All the challenges awarded points, even to those who didn't 
win them. The only way to not receive points was to not do the  
challenge. 

 

 

 

 

In the end, our robot, 'Whoop-Whoop!', came 16th-out-of-18, scoring a respectable 55 points. Our 
main issue was that it ate through batteries like Cookie-Monster on a rampage in a bakery. There was 
also the issue of it having no maneuverability, as the all-terrain moon-buggy wheels we'd brought had 
trouble with wood, carpet, and fake grass; the main surfaces in the challenges. Although we didn't win, 
we had fun and have learned some valuable lessons about robot building. We look forward to           
participating next year.  Sam Drage, Year 12 student 

 

The National Cyber Security Centre launched their first competition 
aimed at girls between 13 and 15 years of age.  The competition aims to 
provide an environment to inspire the next generation of women to 
consider a career in cyber security.  

Year 9 student, Lucy writes, “it was a good experience because we got to learn more about coding. We 
spilt into teams of four and all of us got excited when we answered a question correctly. I had a good time 
doing this even though I am not continuing ICT for GCSE. I am very happy that I was able to take part in 
this competition and would like to thank Mr Foster for organising it.  
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Art Exhibition 

A level & GCSE Art Exhibition 

 

During the end of June the GCSE and A Level students enjoyed presenting their 

work to staff, children, friends and family across Wollaston. The pupils work 

demonstrated two years of hard work followed by their exam. We had a number 

of pupils work on display allowing for a large variety of different media,          

techniques and skills to be shown from our pupils. This year in GCSE we saw the 

first Photography exhibition happening, with a number of positive comments 

from parents and teachers. The pupils enjoyed seeing their work on display and 

a number of parents commented on how pleasing it was to see the work that 

their child had created. We had a vibrant collection of images and work on    

display from giant faces to small delicate printings as well as moving images set 

to music.  

Many thanks go out to everyone who visited the exhibition as 

well as everyone who helped in the set up and the battle 

with the heat and the melting blue tack.  

 

Mrs Hawkins (Head of Art)  



DESIGN, TECHNOLOGY &
 ART  

Art Exhibition 
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Engineering 

 

 

  

Wollaston School  
Racing Team 

Students started work on a Citroen 2CV race car around 
3 years ago. The car was built entirely from spare parts. 

Sixth Form students used their enrichment time to build 
up a rolling chassis with a fuel tank and re-furbished 
brakes.  

Current Year 10 & 11 students have added the engine 
and gearbox and all the electrics.  

The Year 9 Vehicle Engineering afterschool 
club added the finishing touches with the     
primer coat of paint and tyres plus shock     
absorbers and the exhaust.  

The next race for the Wollaston School car will be 
March 2018, Mr Hollis-Brown will be working hard 
with students to improve the performance of the 
car, aiming to prepare it for  Class A in the future.  

Race day at Cadwell Park. Car 73 makes its 
debut, after a few technical faults, the car 
finished 17th out 19 and won Class B.   

Everyone at the track was very impressed 
that the race car had been built entirely 
by  students. All the Wollaston School   
Vehicle Engineering students should feel 
very proud of what they have achieved!  



SCHOOL NOTICES 
 

For the second time in 3 years, Cucina were awarded 
for stars by the Food Standards Agency which regulates 
hygiene standards in food establishments.  

Cucina 

At Wollaston we are very fortunate to have an excellent restaurant, with friendly staff that 
consistently serve quality food. Additionally, they entertain students and staff with their 
various theme days throughout the year, shown below are photographs of a few favourites.  

This year Cucina, have taken on an ex-student Jamie Laughton as 
an apprentice who is thriving socially and gaining many new skills.   

 

The team, hiding in the Jungle.  

Christmas treats on display 

Willie Wonka 
Day 
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Language Leaders—Year 9 

March 16th saw the climax of Wollaston’s 7th 
annual Languages Leader Award. 30 gifted 
and talented Year 9 students performed a 
languages show to Year 5 and 6 students at 
Wollaston Primary and then to parents in the 
evening. Earlier in the year the students had 
run a successful language day at Irchester  
Primary where they lead fun activities         
devised entirely by themselves.  
 

The awards show contained sketches, songs, film clips and language-learning     
activities created in after-school sessions. The audience was invited to sing a   
Swedish folk song whilst hopping like a frog, take a lie-detector test in Latin, join in 
with a Dutch rap and South African skipping competition, drive different vehicles 
around Bulgaria and perform a Chinese fan dance. Great fun was had by all.  
 

Students showed excellent commitment to the award throughout the year, were 
able to be creative with their languages and had developed some impressive  
leadership skills. Many have wisely chosen to continue with a language to GCSE. 
All students passed, the majority with merit and distinctions were awarded to  
Millie Brennan, Izzy Brown, Beth Crocker, Emily Drage, Barnaby Portsmouth, Abbie 
Smart, Millie Smart, Leah Stanton and Lucy Van Zoelen. Congratulations to all who 
took part! 
 

S Rockingham 

Families getting involved during the                         
Language Leaders Presentation  

Students preparing for their  
presentation 
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Planck Bridges European Divide!  
Projekt Planck is Wollaston School’s           
exchange programme with the Max-

Planck-Gymnasium (Bremen, Germany)            
promoting the value of Languages and the 
close link between German and the        
Sciences.  
 

Following their German partner’s 
visit to Wollaston in September, 38 
Year 9, 10 and 13 students made the 
return trip to Bremen in February. 
 

During the week they were treated 
to a tour of Bremen’s beautiful city 
centre, some hands-on science      
experiments at the Universum, a day 
in a German school and a trip around the World’s different climate zones at the 
Klimahaus. There was plenty of time in  between to socialise, speak lots of      
German, shop, go bowling and even watch a German film. 
 

Though sad to say farewell to our German friends, all felt proud of their    
achievement and were buzzing about their many experiences. Languages are all 
about bringing people together and require a willingness to go out of one’s    
comfort zone, a quality shown in great measure by all who took part. Special 
mention goes to Marcus King (10KLI) and Kieran Runchman (Y13) who led a 90-

minute Politics lesson almost entirely in German, the Brexit debate providing 
much fuel for discussion. Marcus again wowed the adoring Germans with a thank 
you speech in the target language before we left. A future Prime Minister? 

 

Thanks also to Mrs 
Sumner, Mr Sheldrick 
and Anastasia, our 
German Assistant, for 
the part they played in 
making Projekt Planck 
such a rewarding and 
unique venture. 
 

S Rockingham 
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Dual Language Day 

In June our Year 8 Dual Linguists, took part in an Activity 
Day to help solve an international mystery! Both classes, 
who took up a second language at the beginning of the 
school year, were able to work together to solve confusing 
clues and unravel devilish details. Lots of fun was had as 
the pupils worked against the clock to decipher who had 
stolen what and which country they were currently hiding 
out in. The day culminated in a series of entertaining     
performances and videos the pupils had put together to 
explain, in the style of a Euro  friendly news report, what they had discovered.  

Mrs P Stothers.  

“I enjoyed being able to 
solve clues in French and 
German in groups. We 
could all help each other 
out using our strengths 
and weaknesses together.” 
Year 8 Dual Linguist 

Normandy Trip 

 

Miss Murts makes some new friends 



 

M
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Normandy Trip 

Diary extract from Year 8 student, Eva Jennings 

 

Monday 10th July 

At 6:00 am, a coach pulled out of the school car park 
with 46 year 8’s and 5 teachers on it- this began the 
journey to France.  We finished our first day in France 
by visiting the beach in the evening; everyone found it 
really relaxing. 

Tuesday 11th July  

We went to see the Bayeux tapestry (it was very long!). During the viewing, we had an audio 
guide (in English) to talk us through the story it was made to tell- the battle of Hastings. 

Later on, we went to Arromanches to go in a 360 cinema where we watched a 20-minute long 
film about D-day. It was a really good experience because there were nine different screens so 
there was always somewhere to look. 

Wednesday 12th July  

We journeyed to Trouville-Sur-Mur where we enjoyed a 
boat trip on the river. Unfortunately, we couldn’t go out 
into the sea because the waves were a bit unsettled. In 
the afternoon, we went into the countryside where we 
spent into two big groups; this was because we got to 
go to a bakery and a goat’s cheese farm! In the bakery, 
we were able to make bread dough and knead it as well.  

Thursday 13th July  

A visit le Mont Saint Michel. The view, even from far 
away was stunning- at this point many photos were   
taken. We went on the beach for the last time in the 
evening but then we went to sit on the patio area out-
side the hotel to watch a magnificent  firework display 
to end our week. It was for Bastille day- a very important celebration in France!  

Friday 14th July  

A day of travelling...we got to the port in Calais. Here, we 
waited 3 hours before we got on a ferry! However, it didn’t 
feel nearly as that long- this was probably due to the    
singing, lip-syncing and quizzing that took place on the 
coach! As we drew nearer to home, the awards were     
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Holocaust Ambassador Diaries 

Reflections from Auschwitz-Birkenau 

It will be the unspoken visual images which 
shall stick in our minds after experiencing the 
sheer scale of human suffering that took place 
in and around the camps of Auschwitz-

Birkenau. Our time spent on the Auschwitz 
Tour of Remembrance was filled with scenes 
of terror, heart-break and unforgettable 
memories, memories that we as Wollaston 
School Holocaust Ambassadors shall rightfully 
bear witness to for the rest of our days. 

From the piles of human hair and spectacles 
of the dead, to the silence and emptiness of 
the camps themselves we encountered     
stories of loss and of triumph; we learned 
how Rebecca and Joseph Bau fell in love and 
married in the labour camp against all odds; 

we experienced the dizzying extent of extermination as we explored the main camps, walking beneath the now 
iconic sign that to this day looms over all who enter the gates, reminding us of the lie ‘arbeit macht frei’ (work 
makes you free). We walked past the gallows and execution wall, standing in the very spot of the daily roll-call 
where tens of thousands stood and fell in the freezing temperatures of 1940’s Nazi occupied Poland and peered 
into the torture cells of the infamous Block 11 where several prisoners at a time were left in a cell 1m², often for 
days on end with neither food, water nor light; we saw the end of the world and what might happen again lest 
we the young of today say ‘No’ to prejudice and discrimination in our daily lives.  

Amongst the horror, we also saw the triumph of human goodness in Oscar Schindler as we explored the factory 
where thousands of Jews were given life. We followed the 
story of Victor Leserkiewicz, a Polish Jew as he was taken from 
his luxurious Krakow home to the Ghetto and labour camps 
before being given refuge in the factory made famous by the 
film Schindler’s List. We stood on the Schindler steps, by his 
desk and walked the very same path to and from the cold and 
desolate Bohaterów Square now populated not by Jews but 
by sixty empty chairs, standing tall in defiance of the Nazi 
pledge that one day the whole of Jewish history will be a 
memory, as though it never happened.  

To walk through the now barren labour camp at Płasow in the 
snow, with the cold biting our well wrapped toes and fleeces 
was humbling to say the least as we thought of those who 
were marched here from Krakow with nothing but the filthy, 
used and flea-ridden ‘striped-pyjamas’. 

 



HUM
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Holocaust Ambassador Diaries 

One evening we walked to a children’s playground filled with colourful 
swings, laughter and toys, yet to the right hand side stood one of two of the 
last remaining fragments of the original ghetto wall. To see the juxtaposition 
of life seemed disturbing, just as we struggled to reconcile ourselves with the 
existence of houses and shops in and around these almost sacred memorial 
sites.  

An important reminder perhaps that, especially in times such as those we live 
in today, life goes on and each of imply has the task and duty to be the best 
that we can in the face of aggression, that we, the students of Wollaston 
School, Holocaust Ambassadors and the future of our community have the      
responsibility to ensure that we contribute to a better, safer and more      
harmonious world. In the words of Zigi Shipper, a regular visitor to Wollaston 
School, “Why hate? There is no more room in the world for hatred. Believe 
me, I have been there… and back.” 

 

 

Every year a group of thirty to forty Wollaston students represents the 
school in a visit to the sites of the Holocaust. This article is a collection of 
some of their memories, taken from journals written during and after the 
tour. 

A little time reflecting and absorbing the culture... 
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 RAG Week 

The last school week in February saw the Sixth Form 
students hold the annual RAG Week with the aim of 
doing as many crazy activities as possible to raise 
money for charity.  The students decided to support 
three different charities this year, Cransley Hospice, 
At A Loss and The Lowdown.  Cransley Hospice is a 
local cancer charity in Northamptonshire specialising 
in end of life care for patients and support for their 
families. The tremendous work that this  organisation 
provides to those families gives them the emotional 
support, care and love that they need during such a 
difficult time. 

At A Loss is a bereavement charity supporting young 
adults who have been affected by the passing of a 
loved one. Their aim is to provide help and guidance 
to these individuals by offering activity weekends for 
them to attend with others who are experiencing 
similar emotions to them. This charity was selected in 
loving memory of Bryony Freestone, an ex-student of 
Wollaston School who tragically passed away in 2016. 

The Low Down is a Northamptonshire based           
organisation who offer counselling to 12-25 year olds 
in distress or who are experiencing crisis. The         
extraordinary services that they provide aim to     
benefit both the young adults and carers by helping 
them through situations that are troubling them.  

The week involved perennial favourites ‘Strictly come 
Dancing’ and ‘Wollaston’s Got Talent’ (where Mr 
Keane’s barbershop quartet was robbed of the title!) 
as well as cake sales, a mufti day and the ritual       
humiliation of staff leg waxing!  

The hard work of the students and the entertainment 
they arranged that week raised a whopping £3,850!! 

Dressing up is serious business ! 

Will, asking for comments from 
the judges 

RAG week Timetable included events such as: I’m a celebrity, Lip Sync Battle, Leg 
Waxing, The Chase, Strictly Come dancing, Bake Sale & Wollaston’s Got Talent 



SIXTH FORM 

Moving on... 
Thursday 25th May saw Wollaston School’s Year 13 students celebrate their final day of formal school 
education.  Joy was tinged with sadness as students and staff gathered to share memories of the past 
7 years.  It was also a chance to celebrate the achievements of so many of the students as they get set 
for pastures new.  Of the current Year 13: 

90 have received offers from UK universities and, of these, 
45 have received offers from Russell Group universities 

2 have applied and been accepted into medical school 
1 has received an offer from Oxford University 

We also have a large number who will be entering the world of work, ranging from the Royal Marines, 
to ICI and McIntyre Hudson.   

While the students will be nervously waiting for their examination results in August, as many of their 
University and job offers are conditional on these results, we are proud of the success they have 
achieved so far and would like to wish them all the very best for the future.   

 

RAG Week 

Wollaston Students ‘helping to change people’s 

 New Head Boy and Head Girl appointed July 2017 

 "We are very pleased to welcome Beth Eady and Joe Lancaster as the Head Girl and Head   
Boy of Wollaston School. They were chosen through a rigorous selection process, ensuring 
that they are the perfect candidates for the job. Though they have only been in their positions     
for a short time, Joe and Beth have embraced their roles with Gusto already working with 
teachers and the student body alike to discus ways in which school life can be improved for 
everyone. Though are new Heads will have their work cut out for them, they will be             
supported by the new Deputy Head Boy and Girl Jonathan Lidbetter and Lily Woods, along 
with the rest of the senior sixth form staff help maintain Wollaston's long tradition of high 
educational standards and a vibrant social environment. 

Head Girl, Beth Eady, "I'm very grateful for this opportunity, and I'm really looking forward to 
working with both the teachers and students in the prospective year ahead. Especially as I 
recognise the position in the community that Wollaston holds and I’m proud to play an even 
bigger part in it this coming year."  



SI
XT

H 
FO

RM
 

 Enrichment 

Enrichment opportunities allow you to gain some valuable experiences that    
will hopefully allow you to grow as a person but also show a future potential         
employer or college/university that you have more about you than just your   
academic grades! 

This enrichment programme is intended to provide opportunities and options 
for all Sixth Form students to make a contributions to the school and the wider 
community. This will take place during some of your non-contact time either 
during the school day, or after school.  

Buddy Reading scheme, support and encouragement for 
Year 7 & 8 students from year 10 & 12 

Comments  from Year 7 & 8:  

“She always helps me with my reading and always puts in lots of time and effort 
to help me.” 

“I think she is very good at making sure that I know what the book is about and 
she asked how I am and what lessons I have next and she is a very nice person to 
talk to.” 

“I nominate my buddy reader, because they always turn up and reading with 
them helps me boost my confidence when reading and meeting others.” 

“Niamh chats to me and always turns up. After I have read she also tells me what 
I did well and how to improve.” 



SIXTH FORM 
 Enrichment 

Celebration Breakfast for Buddy Readers 

A tasty  breakfast of orange or apple juice, croissants, pain au chocolate , muffins and fruit. 
Year 7 and 8 served their reading helpers breakfast.  After breakfast students filled in an  
evaluation form about their experiences of the scheme, finishing with prizes for the Year 10 
and 12’s who had received nominations from their buddy.  

A fantastic idea by Miss Gamble  to reward Year 10 and 12 who give up them time to support 
younger students reading progress.  

 

 

 

 

Edwin and Leon  selecting 
breakfast from the menu. 

Laura and Victoria writing 
about themselves 

Completing the evaluation 
form together 

A little conversation over 
breakfast 
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Sixth Form Olympics 

Wollaston school would like to extend a big thank you to Christopher Hatton School for hosting the 14th 
annual Sixth Form Olympics. Wollaston proudly competed against the Wrenn, Weavers and Hatton 
sixth forms all in the name of winning the coveted Wellingborough Sixth Form Olympic Trophy.       
However, despite us pulling ahead in points to begin with, what our school has in spirit we lacked in 
athletic prowess, and we slipped behind in points during the afternoon events. We suffered a bitter 
defeat, coming in 3rd overall (due to the other schools cheating) but we won the moral victory, as our 
Year 12’s banded to together to support all our amazing athletes who took part. Whether running a 
race, or simply cheering people on, every Wollaston student did a fantastic job of representing our 
school. A big shout out goes to Sam Smith who despite being unable to apple bob, remains a hero in 
our hearts.  



Duke of Edinburgh 
SCHOOL NOTICES 

Duke of Edinburgh is well underway with 16 young adults taking part in two days of walking and a nights camp 
out for their bronze award.  The expedition is 1 part of a 4 to achieve the qualification, the others areas are Skill, 
Physical and volunteering.  

During the practice walk the weather produced all sorts and was most unkind when it came to putting up the 
tents at 9pm, with rain and strong winds making the process as hard as it could be!  The students were               
undeterred and continued with a raft of smiles and enjoyed a hot meal and hot chocolate before bed.   

Map reading was a bit of a challenge for all groups on the first day as there were many “detours” taken  and    
students arriving later than expected at check points.  One group was merrily walking on the wrong path for 
about 3km before cheering at the arrival of a teacher to guide them back to the check point. The second day of 
walking was much better for the students, with navigation coming on well with spirits high and sunshine on our 
side to make the day much more enjoyable. After the wakeup call from a Rihanna inspired sing song from a     
particularly enthusiastic camper at 7am!  

Carrying backpacks was new for most of the               
participants, who soon learnt that less is more when it 
comes to camping – having multiple sets of PJ’s are not 
needed! Students will be certainly more succinct when 
packing for the assessed expedition in late July.  

Each of the students were given rations to sustain them 
for the two day experience, which was more than 
enough for all and kept nutrition levels high.  Students 
were able to cook, clean up and put away all the utensils 
with little cajoling by the staff, they should have no    
excuse at home now!  

We have had another busy year as the Whole School Council with a number of ideas and developments being   
explored.  

One our biggest challenges has been reporting back to the whole school on what we are working on and our 
achievements to date. We have moved forward with this throughout this year by way of creating a termly update 
board in each tutor group and year group area. This way all students know what is being discussed, in the process 
of being actioned and items that have been completed. This way, all staff and students are aware of the positive 
impact student voice has at Wollaston School.  

Lots of our work always focuses on the environment of the school grounds. To combat this on a regular and       
consistent basis, Whole School Council representatives, each year, will work with the Site Team at the end of each 
half term to collate a snagging list which can then be actioned, as much as possible, over the coming half term 
break. Students have seen this year that they are accountable for the environment they are in on a daily basis and 
the hope is this will help everyone work together to keep it as we would all wish.  

As part of our work this year, we have completed a whole school survey regarding the curriculum/timetable,        
on-line reporting and behaviour. The results were incredibly illuminating and have meant work has already been 
done to ensure changes and improvements are in place for September. The most noticeable element of this will be 
seen in the reports and effort grades system used – watch this space.  

As always, the Whole School Council have been reviewing their current processes and systems and are in the     
process of considering what they can do to improve their work next year and we are looking forward to another 
year of working with and on behalf of the whole student body at Wollaston School.  

School Council 



CA
RE

ER
S 

 Options & Choices 

Another busy year has flown by in terms of guiding students with their careers and options choices 
for Year 10 , Year 12 and life beyond Wollaston School ! 

Mr Myers and Helen Downey from Prospects Careers Service have met hundreds of students during 
scheduled appointment times , parents evenings and lunch time drop in services. Other organisations 
have also attended these drop in points to advertise their courses and vacancies. Students from Year 
11 and Years 12-14 attended the Milton Keynes Apprenticeship Fair in March. A growing number of 
students are looking at the apprenticeship route to their careers and several sixth formers have had 
numerous apprenticeship offers,  with some students accepting degree level apprenticeships. 

At the time of writing, preparations  are being made for the Year 10 Careers Day and time is also be-
ing spent ensuring that all students leaving school have a suitable ongoing careers destination.  

Mr Myers 

Careers Day Year 10 & 12 (30th June 2017)  

Useful Careers Websites 

Plotr – Play the careers game which then directs you to suggested careers. Information also available about jobs 
and future university courses. 

Getingofar – Explore the vast range of apprenticeships that are available – search via your post code , apprentice-
ship level or career interest. 

Fasttomato- Matches your personality to certain jobs and also have information about future courses. 

Careers box – short film clips based upon the type of work that people do on a day to day basis. 

Whatuni – All sorts of information related to university study. Different universities are compared and open days 
are advertised. 

Notgoingtouni – Information and advice and gap years , apprenticeships , work experience , courses and intern-
ships. 

Which university – Mr Cowell is a big fan of this website ! It allows you to explore university courses and has a 
section devoted to careers help. There is also some good advice about choosing A level courses. 

National Careers service – This website contains much information such as an A-z of jobs and also it has the 
phone number and web site contact details for free careers advice. 

Success at school – Relatively new website which contains 60 second interviews with people who work in a varie-
ty of jobs. The Career Zones section and the ask an employer area also looks good. 

I could – Take the buzz quiz which allows you to search for jobs in suitable career areas for you. You are then 
shown short video clips based upon your career interests. 

Careers Fair before the students arrive 



PERSONAL, SOCIAL &
 HEALTH EDUCATION DAYS 

 Activity Days 

 

YEAR 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10  Year 12  

Anti-Bullying 
Making the right 

choice 

Crime &          
Consequences 

Extremism,    
radicalisation & 

exploitation 

UCAS / Future 
Pathways 

Day 1 
Theme 

Taking            
responsibility 

Body Image 
Breaking down 

barriers to  
Career pathways Future Pathways 

Day 2 
Theme 

 Year 10— Learnt about values, British and personal  and the impact there choices  and deci-
sions may have on others. Day two was spent thinking and learning about choices for the 
future.  

 British Values 

Democracy Rule of Law 

Liberty   Mutual respect 

Activity Days: 
In the last two schooldays of June, we dissolved the school timetable to give students the 
opportunity to take part in a number of personal development sessions. Some of these 
were delivered by Wollaston School teachers, but  others by a range of experts from other 
professions such as the police and E safety experts. Students were invited to reflect on 
some of the most important aspects of their lives and growing up, outside formal lessons 
and took part in some ‘hard-hitting’ and emotionally challenging events, but gained a great 
deal out of these experiences. A few snapshots of some of the key events are shown below. 

 

 

 

 

Year 12 - Learning to cook Spaghetti Bolognese, listening to past students experiences in the 
work place and top tips for University life.  



 

Dr Manny Bardot, Jason Farmer & 
Chris Hardy spoke to the Year 10’s 
about their personal experiences  of  
extremism and radicalisation.   

Thought provoking speakers that will 
hopefully inspire Year 10 in their           
future choices.  

 

Gary Collins on Crime, Gangs & Weapons—real life  examples of the consequences of drugs and how 
seemly innocent choices can escalate.  

Crime, Gangs  
& Weapons 
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  Activity Days 

Life as a Wollaston Sixth former 

Learning about childcare 

Year 9—A time of transition both educationally and personally. The two days were a roller-
coaster of emotions for many students.  

Crime & Consequences: 
E-safety talks by Simon Aston on the 
permanence of data and each persons 
digital footprint on Social Media, as well 
as keeping safe Online. 



 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL &
 HEALTH EDUCATION DAYS 

 Activity Days 

 

Body image  

Year 8—worked with a Theatre 
company ‘Chelsea’s Choice’, as 
well as the school nurses and  
community police officers on day 
one and day two was spent      
looking at body image through 
different forms of media.   



Year 7 spent the two days reflecting on their own behaviours and experience so far this year. 
They also spent time thinking about the skills of resilience, resourcefulness and co-operation.  

PE
RS

ON
AL

, S
OC

IA
L &

 H
EA

LT
H 

ED
UC

AT
IO

N 
DA

YS
 

Student comments 

I really enjoyed how they got the them of bullying into activities based in the lesson you 
would normally be doing. I didn’t know that people commit suicide because of bullying. I liked 
the way we could talk in our forms about what we had done at the end of each day.  Ethan 
Jennings (Year 7) 

It was a good way to spend the day with your form as you don’t get to speak to half of them 
because you’re not in lesson with them. Day one was focused on one topic, I really liked that. 
I really liked the assembly with Mr Banks at the end of the first day, it made everyone think, it 
was interesting. Sophee Parker ( Year 7) 

Activity Days 

Team building 
skills 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIjfGPze_UAhXGuBQKHYQrCAcQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fexplore%2Fanti-bullying%2F&psig=AFQjCNH6sIlOJEqtZY4il1qDyTuQwNo41g&ust=1499256845210571


Co-opted Governor Vacancy 

 

Do you want to help this school continue to improve for the benefit of all its pupils? 

BECOME INVOLVED as a member of our GOVERNING BODY. 
 

Our governors work together to: 

work strategically to help raise standards across the School 

identify, monitor and evaluate progress toward the School’s priorities and targets 

support the Headteacher and staff in developing all aspects of the work of the School 

hold all stakeholders accountable for the School’s overall performance and for the deci-
sions they have made. 

 

Our governing body is responsible for planning the School’s future direction and makes deci-
sions on the School’s budget, staffing, site developments and supports the Headteacher and 
senior leadership team in developing the curriculum for the school. 
 

We are committed to supporting new governors who join us. 
 

As a new governor, you will: 

 be supported by an experienced fellow governor; 

 receive induction training at no cost to yourself; 
have your contribution valued. 
 

We currently four meetings of the full Governing Body during the academic year and the four 
sub-committees meet three times in that same period.  Governors are expected to attend full 
governing body meetings plus meetings for one agreed sub-committee. All meetings current-
ly take place on Monday evenings at 7 p.m. at the school, and most last about two hours.   

 

In line with good practice and safeguarding regulations, all school governor appointments 
will be subject to enhanced DBS clearance and references.  The aim of this check is to pro-
tect children and vulnerable young adults from abuse of any kind.   

 

If you would like more information, please contact the clerk to our governing body, Mrs 
Louisa Nixon, by e-mail clerktogovernors@wollaston-school.net.  

mailto:clerktogovernors@wollaston-school.net
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 Children In Need
 

 Christmas   
Hampers 

 

Red Nose Day 

Assault Course 

House competitions have become an integral part of our culture at Wollaston, encouraging students 
to take pride in their House. Events vary and heads of house motivate students to become involved 
and challenge themselves to try something new.  

House Events 
 

 



 SCHOOL NOTICES 
 House Championship 

DRAKE HOUSE ARE THE 

2016-17 HOUSE CHAMPIONS. 

The Final Scores are:  

Scores are taken from attendance, 
House events and the weekly    

caption competition. 

Drake House celebrate their success with a performance from 
former student Deanna Chase.  

Deanne Chase, who is pursuing a solo music career and is already 
recording music videos and has featured as a dancer and backing 
vocalist on shows ‘The Voice’ and ‘X-Factor’.  

After a live music set, students had the opportunity for a Q&A 
session, where she shared her experiences.  



 

 

SC
HO

OL
 N

OT
IC

ES
 

Renovations & Updates 

 Sixth form outside eating area. 

Over the course of the last few years the school site team and external contractors have 
made significant improvements to the school buildings and environment.  Detailed below 
is a few before and after photographs.  
Whole School Improvements 

         Learning Resource Centre re-designed and re-furbished. 

         Main hall. Floors refurbished and new sound system added. 

         New toilet block added in main building. 

         Main boiler replaced. 

         Grounds. Front of school re-painted. Additional wet weather space provided. 

         Garden to be created in Y7 sensory playground area 2017-2018. 
Faculty improvements 

         English. Complete re-decoration. Provision of extra classroom.  

         Maths. Corridors painted. Classroom upgrade planned 2017-2018. 

         Science. New block completed and opened November 2014. Air conditioning   
remedied and further improvements in flooring 2016-2017. 

         MFL. Re-decorated in summer 2014 prior to HT arrival. 

         Humanities. New staff base, all classrooms painted and new furniture in several 
classrooms. 

         P.E. Multi-gym and changing areas re-furbished. 

         Art & Design complete re-decoration, removal of kilns, refurbishment of ICT suite, 
additional photography suite.  

         Performing Arts. Drama studio 2 re-painted and sound and lighting upgraded 

         Post-16. IT provision upgraded 



  

 

 

 

 

  

 

SCHOOL NOTICES 
Renovations & Updates 

 

IT Update, work to the server 

Humanities re-flooring and 
re-decoration 

Art & design refurbishment 

  LRC / Library renovations  



ACHEIEVEMENTS 

Dates for the Diary 

Extract from ‘Headteacher Blog’, April 2017 

I am delighted to report that following our one day       
OFSTED inspection on 30th March 2017, I have received   
a letter from Mr Daniel Burton, HMI, to   confirm that 
Wollaston School remains Good.  

Overall, staff and    governors were delighted with the  
report, which identified further  progress that the school 
has achieved since its previous Inspection in 2013. I was delighted that the inspectors captured 
our core values and these are reflected in our report. I would like to take the opportunity to  
provide a few of the most pleasing extracts from the report, which reflect our school in an   
excellent light. 
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Congratulations to Ms Boggis, 
who recently competed in the British 
Masters rowing championship 1000m 
mixed quadruple event. Her team,  
are unbeaten winning by over a ten 
second margin. They go on to        
compete in the World  Championships 
in Slovenia.  

Wollaston teacher wins Northants 
F.A. coach of the year. 
Congratulations to Mr Myers, who, during half 
term, was recognised for his work with grass-
roots soccer in the County and was presented 
with the award as coach of the year for his work 
with parklands FC. We are all very proud of Mr 
Myer’s achievements. 

 

 

Textiles 

Top Trumps / Picture Books 

If you can spare any of the following, the Art and DT would like: Clean Fabric, 
old Newspapers and cardboard boxes, additionally old technology that doesn’t 
need to be returned, i.e. laptops and mobile phones. Thank you 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted


DATES FOR THE DIARY 

DATE EVENT 

21st July 20017 
School Closes for SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

17th August 2017 
A Level Results Day 

24th August 2017 
GCSE Results Day 

1st Sept 2017 
Training Day—School Closed 

4th Sept 2017 
Training Day—School Closed 

5th Sept 2017 School Re-Opens 
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Dates for the Diary INSPIRE. MOTIVATE. ACHIEVE 

Keep up to date with the 
latest information:  
Website: www.Wollastonschool.com 

Twitter: @wollastonschool 

 

And, sign up for the weekly News      
update via the school website. Every 
Tuesday.  

Looking ahead to September 2017, we look forward to 
welcoming Mr James Birkett, our new headteacher. Year 
7 students starting their journey at Wollaston School and 
new and returning students entering the next phase of 
their education within Sixth Form. 

  As the year draws to a close, Wollaston says goodbye 
and good luck to the following staff:  

Initial teacher training staff 

Lisa Cunningham. Joined Wollaston September 2016. 
Rebecca Lamberton. Joined Wollaston July 2016, following ITT 
training with us. 
Steve Nixon. Joined site team in October 2015. 
Claire Ward. Joined us as a learning mentor or in May 2014 
before embarking on ITT this year. 
Ty Jeffery.  Joined us as premises manager in August 2012, 
before embarking on ITT this academic year. 
Claire Jones. Joined Wollaston on 1 September 2007 as IT 
teacher, before taking on the role of subject leader for IT. 
Dionne Phillips. Joined Wollaston on 1 September 2007. Pro-
moted to key stage leader/second in faculty 2011  

PE. Jack Rose Art. Carmelo Martucci 

Dance. Tilly Farmer Drama. Nicola Gardner 

Science.  Claire Woodward 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fslmfacilities.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F01%2Fslm-tw-icon.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fslmfacilities.com%2Fconnect-with-us%2Fslm-tw-icon%2F&docid=E4DKwmLY1HVu7M&tbnid=wL16Of9UUk0WnM%3A&vet=1&w=25
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiXlMmF6JfVAhWFshQKHUfKAuoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcardsgalore.co.uk%2Fcards%2Fby-collection%2Fgoodbye-good-luck-extra-large-card%2F&psig=AFQjCNHbju49C4XYtO9Bvakl


Goodbye Mr Cowell and Thank you            
Happy Retirement 


