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          ‘Dare to know
 seek to understand’  

What is A Level  Music?      
A Level Music allows students to further advance their musical understanding through performance, 
composition and listening and understanding.  Opportunities are given for students to focus on their 
chosen instrument to a higher level as a soloist as well as developing skills within ensemble groups, de-
velop their creative composition skills linked to an abstract or technique based composition and devel-
op analytical skills through the study of musical focus works 

 

What does the course cover? 

The main purpose of any course in music is to develop the student’s ability to appreciate the world of 
music through the study of existing works and become enabled to respond in a personal and creative 
way through both performance and composition. 
The skills students will develop will be varied, including:  developing ability to analyse music with  
reference to harmony, tonality, melody, texture, structure, rhythm and meter, being able to place mu-
sic heard within a context of time and purpose, instrument specific performance skills, techniques of 
composition which are applied to their own creative work.  
 

Course Structure: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What next? 

 

Further study and career opportunities in music include university degrees in Music or Arts related sub-
jects, Musician, Composer, Arranger, Arts Management, Sound Engineer, Music Therapy, Music in Edu-
cation, British Forces Musician. For more information about the courses, your suitability for them, and 
possible career paths for students with Music see Mrs Hollis-Brown, Teacher in Charge of Music or Ms 
Walker, Head of Year 8 and Music Teacher. 

A Level  

Component 1: Performing (30%) 60 Marks 
(Internally Assessed) 
 

Perform a programme of pieces lasting 8 minutes, solo and/or ensemble, recorded onto CD 
for submission for the board and performed at any time during the second year of the 
course. 
Component 2: Composing (40%) 
(Externally Assessed) 
 

Composition: Create a composition lasting a  
minimum of 4 minutes in length. 
Technical Study:  Builds on knowledge and  
awareness of harmony through pastiche studies  
including Baroque Counterpoint, Chorale or Popular Song lasting a minimum 2 minutes. 
Together the compositions need to last a total of 6 minutes. 

 Component 3: Appraising (40%) 
(2 Hour Exam - Externally Assessed) 
6 Areas of study with 3 set works in each, the areas of study are: 
1. Vocal Music 

2. Instrumental Music 

3. Music For Film 

4. Popular Music and Jazz 

5. Fusions 

6. New Directions 


