
 

 

Dear parents and carers,                  10th November 2017 

Remembrance 2017 

Wollaston School held a two-minute silence today, to allow the whole school community to remember 

the sacrifices made by so many in the armed forces, in conflicts both past and present. One of our 

Year 10 Music students preceded the act of remembrance by playing ‘The Last Post’ in the area outside 

the Performing Arts block, and the silence was of course immaculately observed by all. Thanks are also 

due to the humanities faculty and an excellent team of students, who in assemblies this week have 

explained to all year groups the importance of remembrance and the purpose of holding a two-minute 

silence. 

"At the going down of the sun and in the morning. We will remember them." 

Visit from Harry Aikines-Aryeetey 

We were delighted to host Team GB athlete Harry for a few hours on Thursday.   This was part of the 

prize that we were nominated for, by a very kind and generous member of the public who won a 

competition run by Tesco and Muller.  Harry spent time with a number of different PE groups to 

explain how he trains and how he has managed an elite athletics career alongside gaining a university 

education. We had a full range of activities planned to keep Harry busy! These included a question-

and-answer session in the main school hall and the opportunity for autographs and photographs 

during lunchtime. Harry was enormously complimentary about the school and enjoyed his visit. He 

stressed the importance of an excellent education in both PE and the wider curriculum, describing this 

as growing the next generation.  Harry's next major competition will be the Commonwealth Games in 

Australia, which takes place in April 2018.  I am sure he will enjoy great support from Wollaston School 

as he seeks to add to his career medal haul. 

Senior Maths Challenge 

On Tuesday of this week, a number of Sixth Form mathematicians took part in the Senior Mathematics 

Challenge, organised by the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust. This is a formal competition and 

students are given a range of tasks to be completed individually within 90 minutes. The questions 

focus on stimulating high-level problem-solving skills and are designed to challenge even the most 

able of mathematicians. It is testament to the talents of our students that we were able to enter 19 

students into this event, and we look forward to receiving the results in a few weeks time. 

House Activities 

The Wollaston version of the Bush Tucker Trial (made famous on I'm A Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here) 

took place this week. Our version of the challenges, provided us with further evidence that students 

and staff are willing to put themselves through anything to win points for their respective houses. The 

catering team also joined in the celebrations, but with food that was far more delicious and appetising!  

The kitchen was of course fully decorated to match this theme and staff were dressed in camouflage 

to match the occasion. Thank you to all who supported the house event and the theme day in the 

kitchen - both proving enormously popular with students and staff alike. 

 

 



Children In Need 2017 

We will be holding a non-uniform day in order to support this national charity. This will take place on 

Friday, 17th November 2017 and full details can be found on an accompanying letter that Mr Beeby 

will be sending to parents shortly. 

Sixth Form Open Evening 2017 

Forward notice for parents with students in Year 11 (and those in other year groups if they are 

interested in learning more in advance),  that our Sixth Form Open Evening takes place on 7th 

December 2017 from 6:00pm. This marks the start of the application process for Year 11 students to 

join our large and successful Sixth Form. This event is most beneficial if both students and parents 

attend together, look at the different subjects on offer and learn more about the outcomes that need 

to be achieved at GCSE level, in order to secure a place. The evening is a public event as we are 

increasingly enrolling a number of high quality external applicants moving from other schools across 

Northamptonshire, attracted by our broad curriculum and excellent academic outcomes. On the night 

itself, there will be a wide range of information on offer, including individual subject details, a 

presentation from the Sixth Form team, a session on applying to Oxbridge and other Russell Group 

universities as well as the chance to talk to current Sixth Form students and teachers regarding any 

individual questions or queries. 

Uniform 

As communicated previously, we greatly value the support of parents in ensuring that students arrive 

at school with high standards of presentation and uniform. In the overwhelming majority of cases, we 

really do demonstrate that we all wear the Wollaston badge with pride. However, I would like to ask 

for parents' support in ensuring that students always arrive at school wearing their tie. We do not 

keep a large stock of spares and we value your help in replacing ties quickly in cases where students 

have lost their original uniform. Thank you in advance for supporting our uniform policy; it is tangible 

evidence of the pride that we should all feel in Wollaston School. 

Thank you as always for your support of Wollaston School. We are absolutely committed to providing 

the highest standards of education possible and if you have any questions or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch with us. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher 

 

 


