
 

 

Dear parents and carers,                  17th November 2017 

Children in Need 2017 
 

We have enjoyed an incredibly busy day fundraising for the annual Children in Need charity appeal. 

There has been a great variety of fancy dress costumes worn by both staff and students, in some cases 

resulting in complete transformations! We will put a selection of photographs on the school website 

and post the final amount raised by Wollaston School during next week, once we have finished 

counting all of the donations. 

 

In addition to a non-uniform day, students have been very generous in supporting the associated 

fundraising events such as a Mario Kart Challenge, which saw some creative driving skills on display. 

 

House Quiz 2017 
 

Students and teachers joined forces to compete in our house quiz event on Thursday lunchtime in 

front of an enthusiastic audience. The questions were themed in different categories, all based on 

events linked to the year 2017. Teams were fiercely competitive and the final scores very close. The 

final standings were as follows: 
 

 4th Place – Drake 

 3rd Place – Churchill 

 2nd Place – Nightingale 

 The Winners – Austen 

 

Congratulations to all who took part, especially the winning team from Austen House.  If parents would 

like to test themselves against Mr Beeby's quiz questions, they can be found on the school website 

under ‘About our school - House System’. 
 

Monitoring Week 
 

As part of our commitment to ensure excellent standards of learning in every lesson, teachers and 

leaders from across the school will be conducting a work scrutiny during next week. This involves staff 

looking at work from across every year group, right across the curriculum, in order to ensure that we 

insist on high standards of presentation and work. We will also be checking that students act on 

marking and feedback and that they receive guidance from teachers in order to make the next steps 

in their learning.  At Wollaston School, we appreciate the effort and application that our students give 

to their studies and we welcome the support of parents in ensuring that students are aware that 

academic success comes from hard work and challenging yourself in every lesson.  

 

Year 11 Mock Examinations 
 

As part of preparations for success in the GCSE examinations of 2018, all students in Year 11 will be 

sitting mock examinations during the two weeks beginning 27th November 2017. In order that we 

replicate the exam conditions as closely as possible, there will be some amendments to the internal 

timings of the school day in order for us to facilitate students sitting full examinations.  However, there 

will be no change to the start time of the school day and we will ensure that all examinations are 

completed by 3:00pm, in order that students can access their transport home. 



 

We are encouraging students to prepare carefully for these examinations as historic information tells 

us; the better students perform in the mock exams, the higher their chances are of great success in 

their GCSEs.  If students need any additional guidance regarding how to structure their revision, 

subject teachers should be the first port of call. 

 

I would like to thank parents in advance for supporting their children through this process and 

ensuring attendance at school during the mock exam period in all but the most exceptional of 

circumstances. We are aware that any examinations are potentially stressful, and as a school, our 

strategy is to ensure busy, purposeful preparation but without anxiety or pressure.  If you have any 

concerns regarding how your son or daughter is coping with the process, please do not hesitate to 

contact their Form Tutor or the Year Team.  In general terms, teaching staff are very impressed with 

the way in which Year 11 have been working since September and we are planning to achieve great 

outcomes in 2018, both for individuals and the year group as a whole. 

 

Dance Workshop 

Wollaston were pleased to welcome professional dancer Andre Rebelo, from The Jasmin Vardimon 

Dance Company into school to lead students in an extended workshop on Thursday afternoon.  Andre 

taught our students work from the company’s 2016 production of Pinocchio and had been invited to 

promote, inspire and motivate our most able Performing Arts students.  Dancers from Years 10-13 

participated in the class and both Andre and their teachers were hugely impressed with the talent and 

application shown throughout.  Performing Arts has a strong and growing reputation at Wollaston 

School and congratulations to our Dance department and the GCSE and A level students who 

participated.  Photographs can be found on our website.  

Wellingborough School Careers Convention 

25 of our Sixth Form students attended this event on 14th November 2017.  A number of the exhibitors 

were former Wollaston School students who have gone on to enjoy a wide variety of successful careers 

– evidence of the exciting future that awaits our current students! Mr Myers, who accompanied our 

Sixth Formers, had feedback from the organisers of the event that Wollaston students were confident 

and professional, asking intelligent and incisive questions.  A number of firms expressed an interest in 

attending the Wollaston School Annual Careers Fair, of which further information will follow in due 

course.    

Thank you as always for your support of Wollaston School. We are absolutely committed to providing 

the highest standards of education possible and if you have any questions or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch with us via email on office@wollaston-school.net. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher 

 

 


