
 

 

          3rd November 2017 

Dear parents / carers, 

 

I trust that the half term break was a restful one, and we have been delighted to see our students 

return with such commitment to maintaining the high standards that were so evident during the first 

part of the academic year.  I would like to thank parents for continuing to ensure that their children 

are in correct uniform and are well equipped for their learning - your support is greatly appreciated. 

 

Visit from the leader of Wellingborough Borough Council 
 

We were delighted to host Councillor Martin Griffiths at Wollaston School and I had the pleasure of 

taking him on a tour, popping in and out of lessons in a range of curricular areas.  Councillor Griffiths 

was very complementary about all that he saw at Wollaston, commenting, “Wollaston is clearly a 

wonderful school." He also posted on the Wollaston and Strixton Facebook site "so impressed with 

the commitment of the staff and the hard work ethic, enthusiasm and politeness of all of the pupils 

we spoke to."  I am always delighted to tour the school with visitors, as it is in our day-to-day practice 

where the strengths of Wollaston are so self-evident.  We have a school to be very proud of. 

 

Halloween Events 
 

A range of activities took place on 31st October in order to celebrate Halloween. The kitchen had gone 

to enormous efforts in decorating the serving and dining areas and many students were served by 

staff in some incredible costumes.  A pumpkin carving competition was the centrepiece house event, 

with some wonderful entries from students in every year group, and some staff entries too! 

Photographs will shortly be available on the website. 

 

During lunchtime on Halloween, students were invited into the main hall to watch staff compete in a 

trick or treat eating event - another competition in which staff could win points for their houses. The 

food served up by Mr Beeby and the team of sixth formers was certainly not for the fainthearted and 

ranged from jalapeno chilli hot dogs to cinnamon sticks to a cold fish milkshake. The large crowd 

cheered on our eight brave members of staff and Mr Bodicoat and Mr Davis from Churchill house were 

crowned the winners. 

 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening  
 

We were delighted with an excellent attendance for our year 11 Parents’ Evening. I trust that the 

consultations were useful, and we were keen to use the time to outline the actions needed in the 

weeks and months ahead to ensure some exceptional examination outcomes at the end of the 

academic year.  We are of course aware that the run-up to exams is potentially a stressful time for 

students and families, and to this end, our aim is to ensure high levels of support and great purpose 

in our learning, whilst avoiding unhelpful pressure or anxiety.  In this regard, it is also worth noting 

that steady preparation during the course of year 11 is likely to be far more effective than eight weeks 

of cramming at Easter.  If students need specific guidance on the work they can be completing at 

home, their subject teachers should be the first port of call, or for more general enquiries, form tutors 

or Mr Wilkie as their Head of Year can be contacted. 

 



Humanities visit to London 

 

Students from years 10 and 12, studying for either Geography GCSE or A-level, visited London this 

week as part of the practical exploration of their subject. Teachers were extremely proud of the way 

in which students worked on their assigned tasks and in the exemplary conduct shown as ambassadors 

of Wollaston School.  Congratulations to all who took part. 

 

Thank you as always for your support of Wollaston School.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch with 

us if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher  

 

 


