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We have enjoyed an incredibly positive and
purposeful autumn term and I would like to pay
tribute to the great work of staff and students
in their achievements so far this academic year.

NEWSLETTER

We have introduced ‘Headteacher
Commendations’ as part of our recognition
programme and it has been truly wonderful
to see the ambition and ability of so many
individuals, in so many different fields. Here are a few examples:

Schools do of course exist to achieve great academic outcomes, but they should also look to
educate the heart as well as the head. At Wollaston, we believe in educating the whole
person and providing a school experience which is inspiring, challenging, supportive and
memorable. Achievement in school is a serious business, but the best schools are also filled
with joy and laughter. That is my experience of day-to-day life at Wollaston School and I
hope you enjoy this compilation of some of the great activities that staff and students have
led this term.
We are particularly proud of the scale and variety of our work and the leadership
opportunities that this provides for our students. Wollaston school is a very special place
and in the following pages we hope to provide a glimpse of what makes Wollaston such
wonderful school.

Wollaston School, Irchester Road, Wollaston, Northants, NN29 7PH
TEL: 01933 663501 FAX: 01933 665272 E-MAIL: headteacher@wollaston-school.net WEB: www.wollastonschool.com

Transition
Year 7 Transition
Learning the ways of secondary school through
induction days in July. Finding our way, making
new friends and learning to work together.

Residential & Alternative Curriculum Day

Year 7

In the first week of October Year 7 attended their first residential it was an opportunity to
make new friends and experience new challenges.

As we move towards the end of our first term, Year 7’s can now find their way to their
lessons without getting lost, get something tasty to eat in the restaurant alongside
everyone else and worries about catching the bus have been long forgotten. Many have
made great progress in their lessons, but also engaged in the varied extra-curricular
activities available at Wollaston. Look out for Year 7 singers in the Christmas concert and in
2018 many are practising hard for Wollaston’s entry in Rock Challenge during March.

Transition
Year 12 successes in
Summer 2017
In November 17 we welcomed
back all of last Year’s Year 11’s
to congratulate and celebrate
their GCSE’s . A full list of the
awards presented can be found
on the Website.

Charity

Question
time
with an
Olympic
Athlete

Year 12

In year 12, as well as being encouraged to continue their
academic pathway, students have had to learn to adapt
to a greater level of Independent learning. They are also
encouraged to take on a greater level of leadership and
complete enrichment activities, either working in
partnership with non-student facing staff or within the
classroom.

House Highlights
House competitions have become an integral part of our culture at Wollaston, encouraging students
to take pride in their House. Events vary and heads of house motivate students to become involved
and challenge themselves to try something new.

The House Event’s started with ‘Eurovision Challenge’ and ‘Countries &
Calculators’, which coincided with a visit from our German
partner school the Max-Planck-Gymnasium
On the 27th September 2017. Wollaston celebrated the European Day
of Languages. The canteen was decorated with flags and had a special
menu for the day, but the main event was the form time music quiz.
Each form was sent 15 musical clips from across the world. The aim of
the game was to guess which language each song was written in.
At the end of the week it became clear that the winner of the quiz
would be 8BRN with an impressive full house. 2nd place went to 10FOS
with 14/15 with 8FUR in a tidy 3rd place. A full list of the songs used in
the quiz can be found on YouTube here: goo.gl/u14MGN

Did you know?


5.5 Billion People on the planet speak no English at all



People who speak a second language earn on average 15% more
than those who don’t



A number of elite universities look for a language GCSE on your UCAS application

Churchill claimed victory with 1000 points (1st place) for
the Trick or Treat event and then gaining an additional 600
points for the Pumpkin Carving Competition. Drake House
came second, gaining 1000 points for the Pumpkin Carving
competition and 400 points for Trick or Treating.

House Events
I’m a Celebrity, Get Me Out of Here continues to be
a popular House event at Wollaston. Staff and KS4
students undeterred in the pursuit of House points!
Churchill and Austen led the way gaining themselves
1000 points each.

The contestants

Austen House won ‘The Big Quiz’
gaining themselves 1000 points.

The Fancy dress competition was won by
Churchill House.

Mario Kart Challenge
Winners

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Sporting Achievements

On Thursday 9th November Wollaston welcomed, Harry Aikines-Aryeetey. His visit was
part of a prize that Wollaston School won as part of a competition run by Tesco and Muller,
which we were fortunate to be nominated for the prize by a member of the public.
During Harry’s visit, he spoke to sixth formers and Year 9 PE
students. Students were able to ask Harry questions about his
career and what has inspired him to date. He was interesting
to listen to and had some key messages for students:
“A challenge is a good thing, it tests your
character and it builds you and it can build
you to do great things, just enjoy it!”
“stress is something you create, try not to look at things in a negative
fashion…there is no reason why you can’t put a positive spin on it…
there is always something that goes wrong…think about how bad is it,
how can I fix it”

Congratulations to the Year 7 football team.
The boys have won the District league tournament and impressively for their first term
playing together have remained undefeated.

Sporting Achievements
Recent Fixtures
The Autumn Term has been extremely busy for
fixtures, especially Football.
* Year 7 Girls & Boys Football, Year 8 Boys & Girls
Football, Year 9 Boys & Girls Football and Year 10
Boys & Girls Football.
* Basketball - Year 7 & 8
* Netball -Year 9

* Year 10 Cricket Team played well against Oundle

The Under 14’s Football Team
Winners of the Under 14’s District
Tournament.

Netball
Year 9 Girls

Year 8 girls Dodgeball team
played in the district dodgeball
tournament at Weavers. They
played with resilience and
awesome team work

The girls represented the school at the county netball
tournament at Kettering Buccleuch Academy.
They finished 6th out of 10 schools, well done.
Year 8 Girls Football

The Under U16 Girls Football
won the district tournament on
Thursday 16th November. They
beat all the other teams
convincingly only conceding one
goal. There best game was 13 -0
against High Ferrers and top
Scorers went to Tia Stanton and

Fantastic performances from
the girls took them to 2nd
place in the District League
fixtures.
Year 7 Girls Football

The girls finished a respectable 4th
in the District League fixtures.
Special mention goes to Poppy in
goal for her professional saves and
Caitlin for excellent tackling.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

* Indoor Athletics—Year 7 & 8—came 2nd

Sporting Achievements

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The PE department are looking to build a ‘Wall of Fame’ to
celebrate and share the sporting / physical activities that
students participate in outside school. If you have any
photographs of your son / daughter that you are happy to
share, please could you provide a description of who /
what / where and send it to p.bevan@wollaston-school.net.
Year 11 student, Maisie-Summers Newton, came
within touching distance of breaking the Women’s
SB6 100m Breaststroke world record on the third
night of the British Summer Championships in
Sheffield. She took gold in the Women’s MC 100m
Breaststroke final with 998 points. Her time of
1:34.99 was just 0.04 seconds off the current
world record.
Maisie is currently top of this year’s world rankings
and competed in the World Para-Swimming
Championships in Mexico City in September. Congratulations to Maisie for all of her hard work
and dedication and I know that the whole school community will be supporting her in all of her
competitions.
Maisie’s swimming success continues and we are pleased to
report that she has recently won the Disabled Sports Person
Of The Year Award’ at the Northamptonshire Sports Awards
and also the ‘Emerging Athlete Of The Year Award’ at the
2017 British Swimming Awards.

Ella has won the ‘2017 Young Volunteer Of The
Year Award’ at the East Midlands Netball Goaldon
Globes and also the ‘Young Leader Of The Year
Award’ at the Northamptonshire Sports Awards.
Ella received recognition for her leadership skills,
coaching ability and dedication to the sport. Many
congratulations to Ella and students can read
about her experience of leadership in an article
she has written for the PE Times.

The Berlin Trip

Berlin

Just before the October half term a group of history students had the amazing opportunity to
visit Berlin, the German capital, to find out more about what life was really like during the
existence of the Berlin Wall. We visited old parts of the wall, various museums as well as the
old Stasi prison, with each part of the trip bringing a new perspective into life in East Germany.

German Students Visit
In September 17 we were visited by students from our German partner school the Max-PlanckGymnasium. Our year 11 German students had been getting to know this latest group of
students on social media, and a number of them came to welcome the Germans at The Priory
for their first night. The next morning everyone met in Northampton for some shopping and an
excellent tour of the Sessions House with the very entertaining Reg. We were even lucky
enough the meet the council chairman and stage some enthusiastic mock trials in the
courtrooms.
Our German visitors, who have some of their lessons back home taught in English, then spent
a day at school, attending classes with their partners and proudly wearing the Wollaston
uniform. They were given a tour of the school in German by Year 11 to start with, before
sampling a range of lessons across the school. Many said that they felt as if they were ‘treated
like royalty’ and that their lessons had been ‘fun.’ The food in the canteen was also a real hit.
The highlight of their visit was a day spent with our KS4 German students in Oxford. They were
inspired by the University surroundings, fascinated by the weird and wonderful exhibits in the
Pitt Rivers Museum. At the end a very lengthy return journey to school, it was once again time
to reflect on a great trip, with students from both schools making speeches. There were hugs
and goodbyes all around as the coach departed the Ibis hotel where the German group were
staying.
Projekt Planck, as we call it, has now been running for a number of years at Wollaston, and we
really value the opportunities it creates. In a time of increasing tensions and the potential for
great changes across Europe, it was surely refreshing to see a group of young people
broadening their horizons. As in previous years, we hope to soon begin the process of
planning and organising our own visit to Bremen, continuing to strengthen the links between
our two schools.

SCHOOL TRIPS

We also were lucky enough to pay a visit to the
Reichstag, which gave us an insight into the
political side of how East Germany was governed.
Mr Keane and Miss Murts, the trip leaders,
managed to schedule an exciting, informative and
action-packed itinerary, but we still had some time
to relax during our free time; from eating (perhaps
too much) delicious German food to enjoying the
general day-to-day city life. It was an incredible trip
that allowed us to apply our knowledge as well as
experience the city on a first hand basis - memories
to last a life time!

PERFORMING ARTS

Rock Challenge Update

Wollaston has secured a place in the Regional Heat at High Wycombe on Tuesday 13th
March 2018. We hope that as many parents and students will be able to support us in
our bid to replicate our successes last year.
Our fundraising team have been very busy raising money to help pay for sets and
transport. So far we have raised over £200 with a film night for Year 7 & 8 and another
£400 with our spare change challenge. We have our Dawn till Dusk Danceathon still to
come in the New Year.

Keeping warm...with the
Macarena! VIP & The
Laminator

Coin number 1 outside
the Performing Arts block

The last coin leading
into the Science block

It was freezing!

Numb fingers !

Christmas Concert
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas...
with the snow and ice and Monday’s
performance rescheduled for Thursday, it
felt like Christmas had arrived just in time
for our annual Christmas Musical
Celebration.

Rehearsals

The tech team setting up the lighting
Brass ensemble

Jonathan practises his drums

The builders arrived!

PERFORMING ARTS

The quality of performances on both the
nights gave Wollaston students an
opportunity to showcase their outstanding
abilities. The dedication and hours of
practise by students, staff and sixth form
leaders was clear to see in this cumulative
seasonal performance.

Charity Support
Charity and consideration for others is part of life at Wollaston School, this term we have
supported Macmillan, Children In Need and just before Christmas, we will donate hampers to
the Salvation Army. For students and staff who wear a Christmas Jumper on Wednesday 20th
December, all proceeds will be donated to Save the Children. We appreciate the continued
support from parents that allows us to give so generously to these charities.

CHARITY

Grand to raised
£351.72. from the
sales of Staff cakes
and Gingerbread
person entrance
fee.

Hamper donation to one of our
School neighbour's

£1447.99 raised

OAP Party

Community
On Thursday 14th December, Wollaston School held their annual OAP Christmas
Party. Our guests were treated to some fabulous food prepared by staff and
students. First class entertainment was also provided by the Performing Arts
department, including dance, carols and drama. Members of the Sixth Form
worked with skill and maturity in ensuring the smooth running of the event. Mr
Birkett called a round of Bingo to an enthusiastic and highly competitive audience!
There was also visit from Santa himself to round off the party in traditional style.

Another great start to the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
Award in 2017/18 for Year 10 with 40 new participants
signing up to undertake this award.
The Duke of Edinburgh Award requires young people
to undertake activities for an hour a week for either
12 or 24 week period in volunteering, skills and
physical activity. Participants select the activity they
want to complete and record their activities in a log
book, at the end of the time the person who has been
working with them signed off an assessors report to
outline their achievements. We have a wide selection
of activities being undertaken by this year’s Year
10. For example in Volunteering we have a number of young people working with Scout and
Guide groups providing support for younger children, Buddy reading schemes with younger
school years or assisting in charity shops and working with animals.

Medical Society

All Years Welcome ● 3pm-4pm ● Wednesdays ● Seminar 1 in The Sixth Form
Centre
If you are interested in medicine, science or ethics then Medical society is the place for you!
It is a student led club where we discuss latest advances in medicine, read and watch exciting
articles and clips, have controversial ethical debates and can also help you with the application
process, all whilst enjoying biscuits! For those of you thinking of doing a science degree at
university Medical Society will be hugely useful on your Personal Statement. For more
information please see Evie Burles, Ella Jennings or Mr Keane.

EXTRA CURRICULAR

Duke of Edinburgh

FREE SCHOOL MEALS: EMAIL: FREESCHOOLMEALS@NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.GOV.UK

Catering
Since September, Wollaston School has taken
back responsibility for the onsite catering and
have been providing meals to students and
staff. The team is made up of our Executive
Chef and catering staff.
We have sourced local suppliers and have
been using these successfully since the
transition. This has enabled us to offer a more
extensive range of items. Over the past few
months, we have looked at the feedback and
we are pleased to say that uptake has increased and excelled our expectations!
Breakfast is available daily and includes cereals, juice, pastries and hot items. The dining
area is supervised by a member of staff; students arriving at school early are encouraged to
use the facility - (any students entitled to FSM can claim this at this time too).

Every week the menu is offered as follows:


Monday is usually a theme day and includes a
delicious array of foods from around the world.



Tuesday is a traditional menu, based on some
British favourites.



Wednesday lunchtimes are always roast day.
Different roasted joints of meat each week, from
our local butcher, with seasonal fresh vegetables. Served with all the trimmings.



Thursday is our seasonal offering and this menu is rotated every term.



Friday lunchtimes, is always fish and chips day.

We have a vegetarian option every day, we also serve:
sandwiches, filled rolls, baguettes, bagels, meal deals
and soups with fresh home-made breads.
Hot puddings are available, alongside a wide selection
of cold desserts, jelly, mousses, yogurts and fresh fruit.
Not forgetting our scrumptious freshly baked cake
selection. Break time consists of a range of take away
items, including a very popular chicken bar.

Catering

During all meal times, various beverages
are available to purchase, along with a
coffee and a hot chocolate machine.
There are selections available to all year
groups including items that can only be
purchased by Sixth Form students. We
have been piloting different options to
gauge student taste and hope to continue
to expand and evolve our growing range.

Looking forward, we are working with the Student Council to develop our branding and
decoration throughout the two dining rooms. We hope to introduce promotions within the
current offer, including some January sale items. We are keen to receive feedback and
suggestions on what our clientele would like to see in the future.

TOP UP YOUR CASHCARD: WWW.PARENTPAY.COM

We have a planned schedule of events which occur
throughout the terms and link to house events.
These theme days involve the whole school and the
catering staff dress up, decorate the restaurant and
also produce food related to the theme. During this
term, we have already had Halloween, Jungle and
our 12 Days of Christmas. These days have included
competitions and supporting charity events such as
Macmillan Coffee Morning and Children in Need.

DATE

EVENT

Wednesday 20th
December 2017

School Closes for Christmas Holidays

Wednesday 3rd
January 2018

Training Day

Thursday 4th
January 2018

School Re-Opens

Friday 9th
February 2018

School Closes for February Half term

Monday 19th
February 2018

School Re-Opens

Keep up to date with the latest information: Website: www.wollastonschool.com

Twitter:
@wollastonschool

INSPIRE.
MOTIVATE.
ACHIEVE
Dates
for the Diary

SCHOOL NOTICES

DATES FOR THE DIARY

