
 

 

       12th January 2017 

Dear parents and carers 

 

Tour or Remembrance to Poland 

In the spirit of never forgetting, 40 students have now embarked upon the journey of becoming 

Holocaust Ambassadors for the year 2018. Having spent four days visiting Schindler’s factory in 
Kraków, Poland and the camps of Płaszow, Auschwitz and Birkenau, students met with two survivors 
of the Holocaust who handed the mantel of remembrance on to our students to bear witness to the 

dangers of failing to challenge the seeds of prejudice and discrimination in our communities.  The 

students will now continue their work as Ambassadors by working creatively and collaboratively with 

the school and local village communities in standing up against hatred in the world and simply 

reminding us of the importance of being grateful for what we have.   

Elie Wiesel, a survivor of the camps, reminds us “When a person doesn't have gratitude, something is 

missing in his or her humanity.” At Wollaston we strive to be the at the forefront of encouraging our 

students to be as grounded as they can possibly be in terms of the virtues of kindness, compassion 

and understanding of the needs of not only themselves, but also of one another.    

The students who completed the tour, and will now become Holocaust ambassadors, were profoundly 

moved by the experience, describing it as “powerful, truly heart-breaking and hard to believe that 

such things really did happen”.  Another student, when reflecting on the experience, wrote “let’s be 

happy for what we have and neither sad nor angry for what we have not”. There will be a range of 

follow-up events throughout the year and details will be published on the website. 

 

SRE Education at Wollaston 

Many will have seen in the media, reports stating the importance of Sex and Relationship Education 

(SRE) in school settings. At Wollaston, we are committed to providing our students with high quality, 

age-appropriate information to ensure that our students benefit from a first rate pastoral education 

alongside their academic studies. 

On Thursday, half of Year 10 were led in sessions by the School Health Service, focusing on this 

important aspect of health education. The other half of Year 10 will have this session next week, and 

our program will extend to other year groups during the course of the year.   

If you have any questions about this area of our work, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Boggis, 

Assistant Headteacher, l.boggis@wollaston-school.net. 

Visit from the Director of Children, Families and Education for Northamptonshire 

Lesley Hagger visited the school this Monday to speak with myself and to take a tour to see the school 

at work. Lesley was very impressed with all that she saw, and specifically commented on the 

enthusiasm and engagement of our students in all of the lessons that she visited. We also enjoyed a 

very positive discussion regarding how Wollaston School can play a collaborative role in the local 
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educational community, sharing good practice and ensuring that we not only share the great things 

that we do here, but also learn from the very best teaching and learning locally and nationally. 

 

I took the opportunity to outline our vision for Wollaston School and our ambition to ensure excellent 

outcomes for every student. Lesley was keen to support us in our aims and we can look forward to a 

continuing productive relationship with the Local Authority as we plan to improve Wollaston School 

further still. 

 

Thank you from our Christmas Charities 

 

We have received some wonderful feedback from the Christmas Hampers that we donated to the 

Salvation Army and the community project - Wollaston is Kind. These donations were a significant help 

to over 85 individuals and helped them to enjoy Christmas, a time that can of course become an 

unbearable expense and pressure. Both charities have thanked the school, parents and our students 

for the generous donations and wanted us to know that we had made a difference to the Christmas 

of many families. 

 

I have also received a number of personal thank you cards from recipients - one that read: “What an 

amazing lifeline at such a busy and pressured time of year. It is wonderful to think that there are so 

many young people that are taking the time to think of others and help out in their local communities”. 

 

I fully concur with every word. Thank you again to all who donated and helped-another reason to be 

incredibly proud of Wollaston school. 

 

Thank you as always for your support of Wollaston School. We are absolutely committed to providing 

the highest standards of education possible and if you have any questions or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch with us via email on office@wollaston-school.net. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher  

 

 


