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INSPIRE. MOTIVATE. ACHIEVE 

Despite the snow and an uninvited visit from the ‘Beast from the 
East’, the spring term has once again provided ample evidence of 
the talents and commitment of our students and staff covering all 
areas of academic and extra-curricular life.  

I trust that you will enjoy reading about the wide range of achievements featured in this 
newsletter: achievements which capture what is so special about Wollaston School. A          
collaborative learning family of over 1500 students and staff inspiring each other towards     
excellence. It is this sense of ambition and joy in learning that we seek to celebrate at every 
opportunity and I have included within this page, 
photographs of work nominated for Head teacher    
Commendations. This includes a sculpture of an 
Elephant that I have grown rather attached to, 
which stands proudly on display in my office.  The 
artist is a Year 8 student who ably demonstrates 
how we live our school motto.  

INSPIRE. MOTIVATE. ACHIEVE 
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On Wednesday 17th January, over 70 Year 
11 students and accompanying staff visited 
the Natural History Museum and the V&A 
to give students an opportunity to gain 
inspiration for their upcoming GCSE exam.  

Thank you to Mr Wilkie for sharing 
his  photographs from the day.  

Look out for details of the Art Exhibition in 
the summer term, displaying the students 
completed projects.  

Trips such as this are important because both Art &    
Photography students are expected to:  

 

 

Record observations, experience 

Analyse and evaluate images, objects & artefacts 

Develop ideas and explore alternative media 
process and resources for their project 

Review, modify and refine their work, considering 
colour, light, pattern, shape and texture as they 
progress 



ENGLISH &
 THE LIBRARY

 
 Author Visit 

 

On Monday 13th March, Wollaston School had 
the pleasure of welcoming author and patron of 
reading Joffre White.  

Joffre regaled Year 7’s and 8’s with his journey to 
becoming an author, bringing both humour and    
e-safety into his ‘Power of Words’ motivational 
show.  He blended subjects such as self-belief, 
empowerment and personal potential.  

 

20 students in Year’s 7 & 8 had the opportunity to 
work with Joffre in a creative writing workshop.  

It was really funny 
when he pretended 
to shoot lasers at 
us.  Year 7 student 

I’m going to give mind 
maps a try next time I 
have to write a story.  

Year 8 student 

Throughout the year, the library has displays to challenge and engage students 

to consider what they are reading.  

In January we commemorated Holocaust Memorial Day.        
Students had an opportunity to write their  responses to “The 
Power of Words”. Some were in  response to the Holocaust  
Ambassadors assembly and others were more personal.  

“I’m shocked that something like the holocaust could happen, it made me realise just how 
lucky each and everyone of us is to be alive, well and to have loved ones. It is in               
comprehend able that people are so disrespectful as to deny that it happened”  
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Just before Christmas, 40 students from Years 11-13 made the journey to Poland visiting 
the Schindler’s factory and the camps of Płaszow, Auschwitz and Birkenau. The students 
involved with the trip have gone on to become Holocaust Ambassadors for 2018, leading 
school assemblies in the run up to Holocaust Memorial Day on the 26th January.  

This is an extract from an article written by five Year 11 boys for the Website:  

“The penultimate day could arguably be said to be the most harrowing experience of the 
tour. This was when we went to Auschwitz – Birkenau, the labour and death camps. We 
started off at Auschwitz where over 1,200,000 people were killed, tortured and starved. 
The sheer scale of mass murder carried out here shocked and touched all of us. We saw a 
room of hair that was collected from prisoners of the camp and sold to factories which 
showed the devastating reality of the Nazi regime.  “ 

“As ambassadors… we shall remember”  

Josh, Marcus, Ewan, Tom and Michael 
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LANGUAGES 
On the 8th December, approximatively 30 
Year 9 students went to Irchester Primary 
School to run language based activities. The 
students have spent many after school    
sessions planning their activities and        
organising their resources to ensure that 
they were engaging and challenging for all 
ages. 

The event was very successful and our     
students received many positive comments 
from staff and students at 
Irchester Primary School. 

33 of our Gifted and Talented 
Year 9 linguists took part in 
Wollaston’s annual Language 
Leaders award this year, which 
is now in its 8th year.  They    
performed an excellent      
showcase to Year 6 at           
Wollaston Primary and then 
again to their friends and family 
in the evening.                            

Distinctions were awarded to 13 students and 
many merits were also awarded.    

Congratulations to all the students involved!   

Year 8 students will be invited to take part in next 
year’s course in the summer term, so watch this 
space! 

This marked the final stage of their award,           
following a fun day at Irchester Primary in             
December, leading fun games and activities which 
they had created themselves in after-school        
sessions.   

The showcase contained sketches, songs, films, 
dances and quizzes, as well as opportunities to 
learn a range of different languages.  The audience 
got to try their hand at umbrella dancing, sing the 
wiggly worm song and were treated to some       
impressive table dancing and even a real volcanic 
explosion!   

Wollaston students really impressed throughout the award. They showed brilliant team 
work and communication skills, with some students showing excellent leadership 
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Earlier in the year, a selection of Year 12 and 13's competed in the Senior Mathematical  
Challenge organised by the United Kingdom Mathematical Trust. 

Wollaston entered 18 students and certificates were awarded for the following: 

Best in School - 1, Best in Year = 2, Gold = 1, Silver = 6, Bronze = 8. Results were scored 
out  of 125 marks and students needed to get over 86 for Gold, 71 + for Silver and 57+ 
for a bronze. 

Sian Bullock, Emily Davis, Yolande Cheeseman & Jace Wright went through to the 'Girls 
Olympiad' round with Sian achieving a Distinction and the others were awarded           
participant certificates. Over 1700 girls nationwide participated, with only the top c.25% 
receiving a certificate of Distinction. 

The Senior Team Challenge consisted of Sam Young, Sian Bullock, Sian Crooke and Adam 
Bebbington gaining a worthy 5th place out of 18 entrants. 

And a Final well done to Sam Smith, Adam Bebbington and Sam Young who went 
through to the Senior Kangaroo round. Sam Smith and Sam Young were in the top c.25% 
out of 6000 students achieving a Certificate of Merit and Adam received a Certificate of 
Qualification. 

Congratulations to all of the students who entered this is a really tough challenge. 

Here is a couple of 
sample questions from 
the Olympiad round. 

Can you answer them? 

Consider sequences a1, a2, 
a3, . . . of positive real num-
bers with a1 = 1 and such 
that an+1 + an = ( an+1 − an) 
2 for each positive integer n. 
How many possible values 
can a2017 take?  

Helen divides 365 by each of 1, 2, 
3, . . . , 365 in turn, writing down a 
list of the 365 remainders. Then 
Phil divides 366 by each of 1, 2, 3, . 
. . , 366 in turn, writing down a list 
of the 366 remainders  
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 Eight questions were chosen, by the Whole School Council, 
from the year group council meeting to pose to the Senior 
Leadership Team on Tuesday 20th March. The eight questions 
selected were; 

1. Can we have more unisex games in P.E like football and    
Rugby for girls? 

2. When there are exams on can we have a practical space for drama and dance? 

3. Can we please have more canteen shacks to alleviate congestion? 

4. Can we have setting in Performing Arts subjects? 

5. What's the likelihood of extending lunch by 30 minutes, so clubs can go on during school 
time? 

6. Can you do anything about the complexity of the remote desktop and there being too 
many sites (Moodle, Go, INSIGHT etc.), it is confusing? 

7. Can we improve the VLE homework section, as the homework programmes are not on 
there? A virtual planner with reminders for deadlines would be good! 

8. The blocks to the internet were becoming increasingly frustrating for most courses, and 
impacting on research and independent learning – can year 11 have a slightly softer internet 
filter? 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Congratulations to our first Bronze Award holders.          
Presented with their Certificates on Friday 23rd March 
2018 

We currently have 33 Year 10’s signed up to the Bronze 
award.  We are currently making the last  few plans for the 
group to take part in a practice expedition over an April weekend. The 
teams have been spending Tuesday evenings learning some of these 

basic skills necessary for an expedition, we had a Friday evening where we set up camp, tried 
expedition foods, learnt basic first aid and camp-craft. The participants have been designing 
routes and projects to help with their exploration of Northamptonshire over the two days of  
hiking and camping.   

We are very much enjoying seeing all the activities        
participants  are logging as evidence against their           
volunteering, physical and skills sections, there is certainly 
an interesting range of activities taking place and it should 
be noted that this means a lot of  volunteering work is 
happening each week with the group out there in the 
community, running Beavers and Brownies, working with 
animals or charity shops so well done. 

School Council  
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The PE department is continuing to build their 
‘Wall of Fame”. If your son / daughter has a 
sporting or physical achievement  that you are 
happy to share, please send a photograph with  
a description to p.bevan@wollaston-

school.net.  

Congratulations to Katie Turland who competed in the 
Cadet European Taekwondo Championships in Budapest 
during October 2017. Katie was selected to represent 
Great Britain in her weight category. Katie reached the 
quarter finals which is quite an achievement considering 
she was competing against the best in Europe.  

Congratulations to Lucy 
Stevens who came 3rd 
in the County Cross 
Country Competition on 
Saturday 20th January, 
qualifying for the next 

round of the competition.  

Rugby  On the 11th January both Year 7 & 8 played in the District Tournament. Year 7 

came 2nd and Year 8 came 1st! 

The Y7, Y8 and Y10 Football 
teams have all made the District 
Cup Finals in Football this year, 
and all are welcome to come  
and watch at the end of the 

month. The games will be played at Ferrers School 
in Higham Ferrers on the 26th and 27th March; it 
would be great to see some people there to sup-
port the boys in what has been a terrific achieve-
ment so far. 



Sporting Achievements 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

Congratulations to the students involved  
in the indoor athletics tournament.         
Although no podium places were achieved, 
the students performed and conducted 
themselves well.  

On 15th March, the Y9 Football team         
travelled to Manor School in Raunds for     
the annual District 7-a-side tournament.  
  

They played some excellent football and, as 
always, represented themselves and the 
School with distinction. They managed to  
finish with an excellent record of two wins, 
two draws and a solitary defeat. There were 
many great performances, but credit must go 
to Woody McDonald, who finished as top 

scorer, and Alex Blakey who was excellent in his debut match for the School. 
  

Well done to all who played. 
  

Harvey Bolland, Woody McDonald, Ryan Jones, Louie Murphy, Owen Brooks, Alex Blakey, 
Ethan Day, Nathan Folkes. 

Well done to the Year 7 girls who played 
their Netball match against Weavers on 
Tuesday 6th March at home. The result of 
the game ended at 12-3 to Wollaston with 
them performing amazingly for their first 
game in Year 7. Miss Read has given      
special recognition for performance for 
Katy who performed as Captain and Lola  
as GA  

Well done to all of those students involved in the Leadership Academy for their excellent  
organising and running the Boccia tournament for local Primary schools on the 31st       
January.  Oakway Academy, Risdene Academy, Cogenhoe Primary, Croyland Primary and 
St Mary’s all had an excellent experience.  
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This year’s theme...‘2084 – a world with everyone watching’ 

On Tuesday 13th March, 
Wollaston travelled to 
High Wycombe for the 
regional heats! 

Over 100 students and staff, travelled to High Wycombe 
to participate in the regional heats of the Rock Challenge 
event. The Wollaston team performed with great energy 
and precision, and their dystopian piece based on 
George Orwell's 1984, was incredibly well received by 
the audience and judges alike. We won a total of 10 

awards and secured a second place finish. On the 
night, this looked as though it would not be enough 
to take us through to the next round. However, on 
Wednesday morning we discovered that we were 
the highest scoring second place entry in all of the 
regional heats and this led to us qualifying for a place 
in the Southern Final A in Portsmouth on 26th April 
2018.   

Congratulations to all of the Rock Challenge Team, 
not only the performers but the crew and design 
teams too!  

awarded for :  

Concept, Set design and 
function, Entertainment, 

performance skill,             
Costuming Character, Stage 

Use & Lighting 

A big thank you for all of the parental support with 
fundraising,  collecting from practises, as well the 
huge support we received on the day, with over 100 
parents attending the regional event in High 
Wycombe. We look forward to wowing you once 
again in Portsmouth  on Thursday 26th April 2018. Make up & hair!  
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PERFORM
ING ARTS 

Wollaston School Triumphs at Wellingborough Music Festival 3rd year in a Row! 

Wollaston School’s music students have been taking part in the Wellingborough Music    
Festival all week (5th

- 9th March 2018). The Wellingborough Music Festival is a local Music 
competition that Wollaston School enters every year. The Wellingborough Music Festival is 
run by the Wellingborough Rotary Club. Each group that enters plays a minimum of 2 con-
trasting pieces and goes up against other local schools/music centres that enter. We are so 
proud to announce we have managed to retain two trophies for 3 years! Well done to all 
the        Wollaston School Musicians involved! 

  

All Wollaston School students have achieved amazing results. They are as 
follows: 
  

The Ensemble Classes Results are:  
  

Large Ensemble Class: 
1st place- Wollaston School Concert Band (Trophy-3rd year in a row!) 
2nd place- Wollaston School Big Band (Lead by Oliver Breslin) 
  

Orchestra Class: 
1st place- Wollaston School Orchestra (Trophy-3rd year in a row!) 
  

Small Ensemble: 
2nd place- Wollaston School Clarinet Ensemble (Lead by Francesca Zoboky)  
  

Duet Class: 
1st Place- Phoebe Bainton and Eva Jennings (Trophy)  
  

There was also great successes in solo classes. Well done to all whom  
entered! 
  

Well done to all students involved we are all very proud of you! 

  

The winners concert was held at the Castle Theatre on Wednes-
day 14th March 2018 at 7pm.  
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In collaboration with Lab_13 at Irchester Primary 
School, we hosted a KS2 and KS3 event to celebrate 

Science Week. The challenge the participants had been set 
was to build a model of a floating garden, using a limited set 
of materials. The entries showed a marvellous and diverse 
set of solutions to the challenge. The winning garden model 
was able to withstand a weight of 3Kg! All entries were 
judged by Bren Hellier from practicalaction.org and by the 
Lab_13 committee. It was a wonderful day which was      
enjoyed by all. 
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SIXTH FORM 

RAG week  took place from 5th—9th February . Sixth 
Formers , Victoria Harding, Phoebe Davis & Hollie 
Williams (all Y13) were responsible for organising a 
multitude of events over the week.  

We Raised? 
£3693.47 



HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

As we work our way towards the end of the 4th term, results are very close. The House 
Championships provides all students with an opportunity to get involved,  with all         
departments taking part at some point during the calendar.  

Results are added to the website on a weekly basis. Remember attendance and The Day 
caption competition are also included in the totals.  

At the end of January, Number Day took place. A competition 
for Year 7’s and 8’s and a great way of making Maths fun. Staff 
wore a number and students had to locate and work out the 
answer. There were many entrants as Year 7 and 8 buzzed 
around the hallways at break and lunch 
time trying to find the relevant number 
attached to a member of staff.  

Austen were the winning House! 

 

Un-perturbed by the snow, students raced 
around the corridors before school and at 
break time looking for the quotes from Harry 
Potter books. However, as the snow continued 
and students had to be sent home early, the 
trail had to be continued on the Monday.  

Congratulations to Laura Stanion & D’Arcy 
Coffrey who won goody bags and Maia, Amy, 
Jessica , Cheynne & Natasha who won a World 
Book Day book and sweets.  

The overall House winner was 
Drake! 

 

“I do believe something magical can happen 
when you read a good book” J.K. Rowling 



HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
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Winners of the      
parachute drop  
were Nightingale!  

All KS3 forms were 
tasked with making a parachute using 
a prescribed set of materials, to       
include splints, plastic bags, straws 
and elastic bands. They were dropped 
from the top of the Maths block by 
one of the site team and were timed 
to see how long they took to fall. The 
winning form were 8BRM with a 
time of 11 seconds.  

Winners of  the Sport 
Relief  week were 
Churchill!  

A special well done to Ms    
Boggis for her extra effort at 
dressing up as a well known 
sports personality!  

It’s been very close this week 
with three of the Houses      
winning an event.  

Totals for to date are:  

Austen Churchill Drake Nightingale 

20975 22300 20700 21400 

Total raised: 

£807.99 
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SCHOOL NOTICES 
DATE EVENT 

Wednesday 28th March 2018 School Closes for Easter Holidays 

Thursday 29th March 2018 Training Day 

Monday 16th April 2018 School Re-Opens 

Thursday 10th May 2018 Year 7 Parent’ Evening 

Friday 25th May 2018 School Closes  for May Half term 

Monday  4th June 2018 School Re-Opens 

INSPIRE. MOTIVATE. ACHIEVE 

Key Dates for Year 11, 12 & 13 

Formal Examinations  
Start 

Monday 14th May 

Year 13 Leavers Day Friday 25th May  

Formal Examinations    
Finish 

Friday 22nd June  

Year 11 Leavers Days Friday 15th June 

A Level Results Day Thursday 16th August 

GCSE Results Day Thursday 23rd August 

Remember to  check the website for Exam 
information, this can be found at: 

www.wollastonschool.com/parents/exam-

arrangements  

OR 

www.wollastonschool.com/parents/Year 11 
Exam Support  Resources 


