
Holocaust Memorial – ‘Reflections: Four Months On’ 

 

As we look forward to welcoming Holocaust Survivor, Zigi Shipper, to school next week 

(Thursday 17th May) four of our Year 11 Holocaust Ambassadors who travelled to Poland on 

the 2017 Tour of Remembrance express the power and importance of the experience four 

months on. 

 

 Ewan Jardine 

 

Poland was an experience like none other, walking in places so dark and bleak it gives you 

chills and standing in places, which are infamous for being places where some of the worst 

crimes against humanity performed in history happened, makes you realise just how horrific 

life was for the prisoners of the camps. However, we also saw the hope that the Jewish people 

had and the perseverance that they showed through the most horrific times and whilst they were 

freezing, starving and thirsty, their sole focus was their families and their own survival. 

 

This tour opened my mind to the true horror of the Nazi regime and I realised how horrible and 

sickening the conditions were for the prisoners of the camps. I also realised how lucky I am to 

have good food every day and a warm bed to sleep in which are things that would have been 

luxuries to the Jewish people. Whenever I am cold or hungry I think now of how the Jewish 

people would have felt wearing nothing more than a pyjama-like layer of clothing or how much 

hungrier they would have been, eating nothing but rations. I feel the tour of Poland is 

unforgettable and humbling experience that is like no other, showing the danger of allowing 

racism to be a part of society. 

 

 

Kuba Okroj 

 

The Poland tour of remembrance has deepened and expanded my knowledge and 

understanding of the dreadful event that was the Holocaust. In addition, by doing this, it made 

me think of the life I have more positively than I previously did, by making me draw 

comparisons towards the life I have and the lives of those less fortunate through history. You 

could say the thing I got from the tour is appreciation for what to me seemed small things, 

things that you hardly pay attention to, yet things we take for granted. I also now think more 

carefully about things like values, memories, friends and most of all a more personal/ 

personified view of the Holocaust by learning about the individual stories of the victims of the 

Holocaust, which really stood out for me and really makes me realise just how much of a 

tragedy the Holocaust was. 

 

Ellen Brown 

 

My tour to Krakow, Poland last December opened my eyes to what actually happened during 

the Holocaust. It never seems real when you learn about it in a classroom, but when you visit 

where it all started it really makes you realise that it is true, it happened, and it could happen 

again. I would definitely say that going to Poland is worth it, it is emotional and heart breaking, 

but you come back with so much more knowledge as well as a wider understanding of the 



Holocaust and the people involved. We did not just learn about the concentration camps, we 

learnt about the cruelty that came before it and the devastation that it left behind. This really 

helped me to empathise with the victims of World War 2, especially since we were lucky 

enough to speak to a survivor, a woman who is courageous and compassionate enough to 

educate complete strangers about the horrors of the Holocaust. For me, meeting a person who 

endured such awful things yet is still so willing to help others really put my life into perspective 

and made me appreciate the people around me. I returned from Krakow with a more positive, 

grateful outlook on life and for that I am thankful. 

 

Niamh Geddes 

Our trip to Poland was the most eye opening and surreal experience I have ever encountered. 

The feeling of dread and inhumanity was completely overwhelming. I thought that I knew the 

Holocaust story after reading books and being taught it, however nothing could prepare me 

for what I saw and felt. Walking through the camp as an observer was daunting enough and I 

could never imagine being imprisoned there with the certain fate of torture and death.  

 

One of the things that affected me the most was the many drawings from the children in the 

camp that included images of guns and hangings. This entire experience made me realise how 

dangerous discrimination and hatred can be and what started as one small opinion emerged 

into an attempt to wipe out an entire race. This has opened my eyes to the issues of hate 

crimes in modern society. The Holocaust must not be consigned to the past and I believe that 

we must keep alive the lessons that the Holocaust has taught us and recognize the need for 

tolerance and understanding of each other despite differences of race, creed, religion or 

sexuality. 

 

 


