
 

 

       12th October 2018 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

This half term seems to be passing incredibly quickly and I would like to thank students, staff and 

parents for such a wonderful start to the academic year.  This half term will conclude at 3:00pm on 

Friday, 19th October 2018 and we will return on 29th October 2018 at 8:30am for the longest half term 

of the year!  A reminder that all of our term dates can be found on the school website. 

 

World Mental Health Day 
 

Many will be aware that this week saw the International World Mental Health Day. This of course is 

an important issue in schools, as well as in the wider community.  We are committed to supporting 

the whole school in monitoring positive mental health, in the same way that we promote good 

physical health.  In addition to providing formal information through events such as assemblies, we 

also use informal methods to advertise support and strategies to look after our mental health. An 

example of this are the posters and notices displayed in student, staff and visitor toilets on a range of 

themes and issues. 
 

If students and parents would like further advice or support regarding mental health, the charity Young 

Minds (https://youngminds.org.uk), provides advice and guidance, as well as being a campaigning 

organisation to improve provision for this important area.  There are sections on the website for both 

students and parents to offer information and support. 

 

Student Voice 2018 
 

Over the past week, our student voice Sixth Form leads have presented to all year groups their vision 

for student engagement in our school. The slogan they have for their work is ‘The power of a 

community is only as strong as the actions of its members’. 
 

There are an incredible number of exciting ideas and events under this theme, including a student 

web broadcast, a range of community events and a student run school shop to sell a range of 

stationery and equipment. 
 

Exciting times ahead and we encourage all students to be involved in whichever way interests them. 

Thanks to the student leadership team and Miss Stone for leading the assemblies and inspiring such a 

high level of interest. 

 

Year 11 Information Evening 
 

Thank you to students, parents and staff for a wonderful turnout for the Year 11 Information Evening 

on the importance of early preparation for examination success in 2019.  Leaders from English, maths 

and science were on hand to advise on specific approaches and resources to aid revision, as well as 

members of the Year Team to discuss pastoral care, support and an overview of how to help students 

achieve well in their exams.  
 

Our strategy as always, is to help students prepare early for great achievements in their GCSEs, 

ensuring that Year 11s have a great deal of purpose and focus, whilst avoiding feelings of pressure or 

last-minute stress. 

https://youngminds.org.uk/


 

Cars on Site at the End of the Day 
 

As notified previously, we greatly appreciate slow, safe and careful driving around the school site at 

the end of the day. We do also recommend that parents collecting students by car, do so after 3:15pm 

once the buses have left.  
 

We would be grateful if all parents could note that they should not attempt to drive off the site using 

the ‘entrance’ as an exit. This is obviously potentially very dangerous and furthermore sets a poor 

example to our Sixth Form drivers, who we now hold in a queue until the buses have left. Thank you 

for your cooperation in this matter - it is very much appreciated. 

 

The Importance of Breakfast! 
 

Mrs Read and her Year 10 GCSE students demonstrated the importance of a healthy breakfast this 

week.  As part of their work on Diet & Nutrition, students brought in healthy breakfast items and 

suitably fuelled, they attempted an exam question on the importance of diet for a marathon runner!  
 

A picture is on the website and is an important reminder to all of how a good healthy breakfast can 

set you up for great things for the day! Perhaps also a useful reminder that the canteen at Wollaston 

opens for a range of breakfast items from 8:00am each day. 

 

 

Thank you as always for your support of Wollaston School. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch with us via email on office@wollaston-school.net. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher  

 

 


