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The Course Overview 

 

AQA Combined Science Trilogy (8464) 

Use the AQA website www.aqa.org.uk to find resources and support 

information.  

If selecting ‘Subject’ scroll to science and then at the bottom of the 
next page you can see a list of options for all of the options of 

studying science. The students are sitting the above course. When 

you select this course you will see the following screen: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On this page you can choose to download and read through the 

specification (giving all of the details about what the students will 

study on the course) and also the specimen papers and mark 

schemes. There is also access to some teaching and assessment 

materials which you might find useful.  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


The Combined Science Assessment 

 

 The course is 100% examined! 

 There are 6 exams in total covering all areas. 

 Each exam is 1hour 15minutes 

o 2 Biology  

o 2 Chemistry 

o 2 Physics 

  The exams compose of questions in many 

different styles: 

o Multiple choice 

o Structured response 

o Closed short answer 

o Open response 

 On results day each student will receive 2 grades 

for the combined science course 

o B1, C1 and P1 make up the first grade 

o B2, C2 and P2 make up the second grade 

 

Twice the work, twice the reward! 

 

 



The Exam Papers 

Each exam is structured so that only some topics are in each 

exam. This allows pupils to focus on which topics to revise  

 

Paper Topic Number Titles 

Biology 1 Biology topics 1–4: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection 

and response; and Bioenergetics. 

Biology 2 Biology topics 5–7: Homeostasis and response; 

Inheritance, variation and 

evolution; and Ecology. 

Chemistry 1 Chemistry topics 8–
12: 

Atomic structure and the periodic 

table; Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter; Quantitative 

chemistry; Chemical changes; and 

Energy changes. 

Chemistry 2 Chemistry topics 13–
17: 

The rate and extent of chemical 

change; Organic chemistry; 

Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the 

atmosphere; and Using resources. 

Physics 1 Physics topics 18–21: Energy; Electricity; Particle model 

of matter; and Atomic structure.  

Physics 2 Physics topics 22–24: Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and 

electromagnetism  

 

 

 



Exam Dates 
  

Biology 1 14th May 2019 pm 

Chemistry 1 16th May 2019 am 

Physics 1 22nd May 2019 pm 
  

Biology 2 7th June 2019 pm 

Chemistry 2 12th June 2019 am 

Physics 2 14th June 2019 am 
 

  There are Tiers for Science and this will be decided in 

spring: 

  Foundation is grades 1-5 

◦ Low (1-3) and standard (4-5) demand questions 

  Higher is grades 4-9 

◦ Standard (4-5), standard/high (6-7) and high 

demand questions (8-9). 

Both Higher and Foundation exams are on the same date at 

the same time 



Exam paper design 

40% will assess knowledge and understanding of scientific 

ideas, technique and procedures – This can be learnt by 

learning the facts in the CGP revision guides, textbooks and 

exercise books from lessons. 

 

40% will assess your application of those ideas – This can be 

developed through discussions in science lessons, exam 

question practice, reading about science in the 

press/websites/social media, watching science 

documentaries/YouTube videos 

 

20% will assess candidate’s ability to: 

- Interpret 

- Evaluate 

- Make judgements 

- Draw conclusions 

- Develop experimental procedures 

- Improve experimental procedures 

This last section is developed and learnt through the 

required practicals embedded in the scheme of work. All 

students will go through the practicals and can work on 

this by reviewing the practicals in lessons and at home by 

explaining the practical to parents/careers/family and 

friends.  

 



Exam preparation 

- Revision guides (all students were given one in year 10. 

Replacements can be purchased from the science department) 

 

- Workbooks (a selection of worksheets for each topic and 

subject. Can be purchased from the science department) 

 

- Learning checklists (will be printed and given to all students at 

the start of 2019 when the revision begins in lessons) 

 

- Past papers (all students will be given access to a past paper 

programme. As it’s only the second year of exams for this 

syllabus since the change, previous past papers will contain 

content and topics that are no longer relevant. Students will be 

guided to which questions they should ignore in each paper) 

 

- Sample papers and specimen papers for the current syllabus 

are available in the AQA website (see previous page on how to 

access) 

 

- Revision techniques (there are lots of options here and 

students will need to be encouraged to try different 

techniques. Some might work better for different 

topics/subjects) 

examples: mindmaps, flash cards, revision notebooks and 

posters 

Online help – YouTube (myGCSEscience, Primrose Kitten, Fuse 

School). GCSE Bitesize (chose the specific syllabus). 

Getrevising.co.uk (for ready-made flash cards) 



“I can’t help, I don’t know any Science!” 

Encourage them to start now (maybe develop a weekly 

routine) 

Encourage students to discuss the science on particular 

pages of the revision guide. Which is the most important 

part? Why? What are the 5 most important ideas? How 

does it link to the wider world? 

Talk through answers to exam questions. E.g. Read the 

question together then the student answers while you read 

the mark scheme and check off correct parts and highlight 

anything that was missing.  

See if they can talk you through experimental methods. 

Sub sections of the revision guide are labelled “practical” 
This means the students must know the experimental 

method. You could ask what the equipment does? What the 

point is?  

Use the questions at the bottom of each revision guide 

page to test students. 

Challenge students to give you a lesson on a certain topic 

or subtopic. 

 

 


