
 

 

       2nd November 2018 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

I trust that families enjoyed a relaxing half term break, and we are already back into the swing of a 

dynamic and exciting half term. 

 

Science Trip to CERN in Geneva 
 

A number of our excellent scientists are currently enjoying the trip a lifetime to visit CERN - the 

European Organisation for Nuclear Research.  They will have the opportunity to learn more about the 

large hadron collider and learn how these experiments (with particles colliding close to the speed of 

light) teaches us about the laws of nature. CERN draws together the world’s most distinguished 

physicists and engineers to seek answers to the most fundamental questions about life itself:  How did 

the universe start?  What is it made of?   We are sure that our scientists will draw suitable inspiration 

from the trip and who knows, may work at CERN themselves in the not too distant future! 

 

Key Dates for Year 11 
 

We are delighted with how our Year 11’s are working towards the GCSE exams and notification of a 

couple of crucial dates which are approaching: 

 

 8th November 2018: Year 11 Subject Consultation Evening - This parents’ evening allows the 

opportunity for students and parents to discuss progress with subject teachers. We have 

found this most useful when students and parents attend together, as we are able to give 

specific advice and guidance regarding how to structure work and revision in the weeks and 

months ahead. 

 

 19th - 30th November 2018: Mock Examinations - The purpose of these mock exams is to 

familiarise students with both the process and intensity of a block of exams, ensuring that all 

students have an understanding of the specific demands of each paper in every subject that 

they are taking. We encourage students to prepare carefully and revise fully for these 

examinations. Subject teachers can advise further on any specific preparation required for 

each paper.  

 

Cake sale for Costa Rica 
 

We have a number of students who are travelling to Costa Rica in the summer of 2019 as part of our 

Outlook Expeditions Trip to undertake charity work and an expedition. They held a Halloween cake 

sale on Tuesday and Wednesday of this week, providing students and staff with the most delicious 

cakes.  We will update you with how much was raised early next week.   Well done to all involved! 

 

House Competitions, Pumpkins and Pigs! 
 

The notorious staff “trick or treat” house competition took place on Wednesday lunchtime in front of 

an audience of 250 students, demonstrating fierce loyalty to their respective houses! This involved 

staff representatives from each house undertaking a variety of eating challenges under the watchful 

eye of Mr Beeby. I won’t list the full menu, but as dessert was a pig’s snout with cold custard, you 



probably get the idea! Congratulations to all involved and the rankings were as follows: 

 

First place:  Austen & Churchill 

Second place:  Drake 

Third place:  Nightingale 

 

We also had a Pumpkin Carving Contest as a house competition, with a range of incredible and highly 

artistic pumpkins on display. Congratulations to all of the students who participated and the final 

results are: 

 

First place:  Austen 

Second place:  Drake 

Third place:  Nightingale 

Fourth place:  Churchill 

 

Our used pumpkins have also not been allowed to go to waste. Thanks to Mrs Ratledge, we have 

donated these to NANNAs Animal Rescue Centre, were they have been greatly enjoyed by a number 

of happy pigs! 

 

To stay up to date on the House Championship events and rankings, we have launched a new Twitter 

feed - the account name is @Wollaston_House. 

Behaviour when travelling to and from Wollaston School 
 

In the overwhelming majority of cases, our students display the same positive behaviours when 

travelling to and from Wollaston, as we enjoy when they are here during the school day.  However, 

we have been disappointed by a small number of incidents which have occurred on the school buses, 

bus stops or whilst walking home.  Mr Beeby has led assemblies on this during the week and I wanted 

to remind parents, that for students who use the bus service, any incidents of poor behaviour on 

transport (or whilst waiting for transport) will be dealt with through a fixed term or permanent travel 

ban imposed by both the school and NCC Transport.   

 

We thank parents in advance for their support and would be grateful if you could discuss with your 

child(ren), the need for responsible behaviour when travelling home and the need to respect our local 

communities and residents. 

 

GCSE Evening: The Class of 2018 
 

Thursday 15th November 2018 is our formal GCSE Presentation & Awards Evening.  All students from 

last year’s GCSE cohort (current Year 12) are warmly invited to attend and we look forward to 

celebrating some incredible achievements, both individually and as a year group. Various subject 

awards will be issued and every student will receive their formal certification for their GCSE exams.  

 

Parents and siblings are also invited to attend and we look forward to celebrating success with 

students, staff and parents. To book tickets please visit www.wollastonschool.eventbrite.com. 

 

Careers Advice & Guidance 
 

Mr Myers leads our work on this vital aspect of education and we have enhanced our provision this 

year by recruiting Mrs Downey, an external careers expert, for one day each week.  A range of careers 

programmes are already well underway this year, which have included an accountancy information 

evening at McIntyre Hudson, a presentation on apprenticeship degree courses and lunch time drop in 

sessions for those interested in Northampton College courses. 

http://www.wollastonschool.eventbrite.com/


 

 

 

In the forthcoming weeks, we will host visitors from the University of Portsmouth and the NITAL 

Engineering Academy.   

 

For further information on our Careers provision, please contact b.myers@wollaston-school.net.   

 

Half Term Site Improvements 
 

I would like to say an enormous thank you to our Site and ICT team who have been incredibly busy 

over the half term break, upgrading and improving our school site.  A summary of the work can be 

found below and is further evidence that Wollaston School works so well because we are a team and 

a community working hard to make our school the best it possibly can be. 

 

Works have included: 

 Full decoration of the Performing Arts Block, including under floor heating and repairs to the 

kiosk. 

 Tarmac repairs around the school site; 

 New fencing; 

 A selection of classrooms refurbished with new carpets, blinds, furniture and decoration; 

 A new school shop is now in place in the school library (further information will follow shortly 

about the exciting launch of this); 

 New canteen furniture; 

 New CCTV has been installed across the whole school site; 

 Essential ICT works has been undertaken to virtual servers and hosts and replacing hardware 

across the whole school site where required. 

 

Thank you as always for your support of Wollaston School. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch with us via email on office@wollaston-school.net. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher  

 

mailto:b.myers@wollaston-school.net

