
 

 

       1st March 2019 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

It was wonderful to return to Wollaston this week in blazing sunshine and a distinct feeling of spring 

in the air.  Although temperatures are returning to normal, it is a reminder that we are beginning the 

crucial second half of the academic year, which will see around 360 of our students sitting GCSE, BTEC 

and A-level examinations.  I will of course include further details of specific plans in my weekly letters. 

 

German Exchange Visit 
 

Congratulations to all staff and students who travelled to Bremen, and who by all accounts were 

excellent ambassadors for Wollaston School. We are rightly proud of promoting an international 

aspect to education and particularly in supporting German language teaching - a language which is no 

longer taught in some schools. Thank you to Mr Rockingham, Mr Sheldrick, Mrs Sumner, Mrs Smith 

and to all of the students for such a successful trip.  Further details can be found on our school website. 

 

Conversion to Academy Status 
 

Plans are progressing effectively and efficiently for our conversion to academy status, with a now 

reasonably secure date of 1st April 2019 listed for formal conversion.  This will see Wollaston School, 

Irchester Community Primary School and Bozeat Community Primary School, convert on the same 

date and formally establish the Nene Valley Partnership - a small local Multi-Academy Trust. Needless 

to say, this is an exciting time for us and we have a total commitment to providing ’excellence in 

education’ to the children and families that we serve in our local communities.  More details to follow 

in due course, and I would like to thank staff, students, parents and the wider community for their 

support to date and in the future as we establish the Nene Valley Partnership. 

 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
 

A reminder that the Year 10 consultation evening with subject teachers will take place on Thursday 

7th March 2019 from 3.45pm to 7.00pm.  Appointments can be made on the Insight system, and if you 

have any queries, please contact Mr E Stevenson (Head of Year 10) via email  e.stevenson@wollaston-

school.net or Mrs A Cootes (Student Manager)  a.cootes@wollaston-school.net. 

 

Year 10 have made an exceptional start to their GCSE studies and we look forward to meeting parents 

and students to discuss how we can improve this progress still further. 

 

National Offer Day - Secondary Schools 
 

Many parents will be aware that today is the National Offer Day for secondary school places for the 

Year 7 students of 2019.  This can be an anxious time for parents, particularly when applying for 

oversubscribed schools.  At Wollaston School we have received over 465 applications for a Year 7 

place, but of course we have only 240 spaces available. Whilst this demonstrates the growing 

popularity and reputation of our school, I also know that this does inevitably lead to us not being able 

to offer places to all who apply. 
 

September 2019 will also mark a significant milestone in Wollaston School’s development, as we will 
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be completely full in all year groups in terms of student numbers.  This is testament to the hard work 

of students, staff and parents, working together to ensure a fulfilling, enriching and happy education 

at our school. 

 

Sporting Success 
 

Congratulations to our Year 10 girls who won the County School Games Handball Trophy this week! 

The team will now go on to represent Northamptonshire in the national competition and I will of 

course update everyone with how they progress. 
 

Congratulations to Olivia Downes, who was runner-up in Northamptonshire for indoor rowing.  
 

Well done to all and thank you to the PE team for arranging these events.  Pictures and further details 

can be found on the school website. 

 

Picking up students from school 
 

As always, we appreciate parents parking and waiting considerately at the end of the day when picking 

up students by car.  The site and local residential areas do become congested and we ask that parents 

are mindful of avoiding blocking in local residents.  We are also neighbours to local businesses and 

would appreciate if parents could avoid parking on driveways and access roads around the water 

tower which are in use throughout the day. 

 

A reminder that buses leave school at 3.10pm and the site is considerably less busy by 3.15pm.  

Students waiting for a lift can wait in either the library or the canteen if they are being picked up at 

this time. 

 

Thank you as always for your support of Wollaston School. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch with us via email on office@wollaston-school.net. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher  
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