
 

 

       29th March 2019 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

Nene Valley Partnership  
 

This is the final week in which Wollaston School will operate as a maintained school under 

Northamptonshire County Council. We have received final confirmation from the Secretary of State 

for Education that we will convert to Academy status on 1st April 2019, alongside Irchester Community 

Primary School and Bozeat Community Primary School.  This will also see the establishment of the 

Nene Valley Partnership (NVP) - our Multi-Academy Trust, which will aim to provide ‘Excellence in 

Education’ for children and families aged 4 to 18, within our local community.  This is an exciting time 

for all three schools and we will send out a letter from the Nene Valley Partnership on Monday to 

formally mark the occasion.  

 

Language Leaders Event  
  

One tangible benefit of the NVP will be the enhancement and development of our partnership working 

across the network of schools.  A wonderful example of this is our Language Leaders event. Our Year 

9 students hosted a day of activities for students in our partner primary schools, as well as an evening 

show and accompanying videos which were designed to be both humorous and to highlight the 

importance of learning a language - the entire event absolutely hit the mark on both success criteria!  
 

Congratulations to our Year 9 Language Leaders, our Modern Foreign Language department, staff and 

students from our partner primary schools and all who came and supported this excellent event.  

 

Football Success  
 

Congratulations to our football teams in Year 7, 8 and 9, who have made the District Cup Finals, which 

will be played next week. The very best of luck to all of our teams - and as the current holders of the 

Year 7 and Year 10 District Cups, it is great to see our football teams continuing to do so well.  I will let 

parents know of the results in my letter next week. 

 

Congratulations to all involved and thanks to the PE staff for their ongoing coaching and management 

expertise!  

 

Performing Arts Productions  
 

The Performing Arts faculty continue to inspire staff and students, both within lessons and in the range 

and quality of their extracurricular provision. Our 2019 Rock Challenge Production will be performed 

in Stevenage on the 2nd April, and this is our most impressive production yet.  The scale of the set, the 

dynamism and focus of the performances and the sophisticated narrative (linking a Greek myth to the 

contemporary issue of child forced marriage) are truly wonderful to behold. Members of the Senior 

Leadership Team were treated to a sneak preview last week and it was both humbling and inspiring 

to see the talents of our students and staff, so effectively harmonised to produce a piece of such a 

high standard of artistry.  
 

Good luck to our Wollaston School 2019 Rock Challenge cast next week!  



 

In addition to this, the Performing Arts team are already planning their next success! We will perform 

Queen’s ‘We Will Rock You’ the musical at the end of the Summer Term. Enthusiasm is already 

considerable and the faculty are holding pre-audition sessions on Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes 

in music rooms for all those who are interested, so that they can learn the songs and see what is 

required prior to audition.  I am sure we will bring more news as rehearsals progress.  

 

Pop-up Prom Shop  
 

We are delighted to be working with the local community group ‘Wollaston is Kind’ to help support 
the building excitement around our Year 11 Prom. We are conscious that it can be difficult to source 

all of the clothing and ‘essential’ items which are now well established as part of the school prom 
tradition.  

To this end, will be holding a pop-up prom shop in school on Wednesday 24th April 2019 at lunchtime 

in the main hall. This will be staffed by the year team and Mrs Smith, in addition to members of the 

local community. Thank you in advance to the staff and Wollaston is Kind for organising this event, 

and I am sure that we will see the impact on prom night itself!  

Parking in Residential Areas  
 

On behalf the school and our neighbours, thank you for considering our local residents when parking 

or picking up near to the school site. Whilst not yet perfect, we have been contacted by the Parish 

Council to say there has been a noticeable improvement. Thank you again for your support and for 

continued thought and consideration when parking.  
 

On a slightly different note, it would also be much appreciated if when picking up students from clubs 

or activities after school, parents can park in designated spaces, as we sometimes end up with a long 

line of cars waiting on the internal exit road, which can become unnecessarily congested. Thank you 

again for your support with this.  

 

Easter Holidays, Revision & Homework 
 

A reminder that we complete the Spring Term on Thursday 4th April 2019 at 3.00pm. It is of course 

vital that all students enjoy some relaxation in preparation for the final run into GCSE, A-Level and 

BTEC examinations next term.  Students will already be in discussion with teachers about revision and 

homework to be completed over the break, and the quantity required may depend on the individual 

student.  Parental help is much appreciated in this regard.  We do not want students to work every 

hour of every day - they need to balance holiday time with any work required. 
 

However, it is important that students undertake the revision that they or their teacher feel helpful in 

maintaining momentum towards examinations. As a general guide - small amounts of regular revision 

(for example an hour each morning) seems to be more effective than attempting to cram all of the 

work into a couple of intensive days. Students are advised to contact their subject teachers in the first 

instance for advice on what they should be doing in each subject. 
 

Thank you as always for your support of Wollaston School. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch with us via email on office@wollaston-school.net. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher 

mailto:office@wollaston-school.net

