
 

 

       26th April 2019 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

Rock Challenge 2019 
 

Congratulations to our Rock Challenge team, who last night (25th of April) were victorious in the Rock 

Challenge Final in Portsmouth! This is an incredible achievement and once again demonstrating the 

extraordinary talent, passion and commitment that we have in our Performing Arts faculty - both from 

students and staff. 

Although we have qualified for the final the previous two years, this is the first time we have won. 

Head of Performing Arts, Mrs Goodge commented “We are absolutely thrilled with the result at 

Portsmouth last night!  The students’ performance was outstanding, so much so that one judge was 

so captivated that they forgot to write comments! We are really proud of our Team as they behaved 

impeccably and really enjoyed making new friends.  Also, thank you to all of the parents who have 

supported us on our Rock Challenge journey so far – your cheers could be heard from the changing 

rooms!”  

As a result of this win at the final, Wollaston now becomes a Rock Challenge Premier School - and will 

enter the Elite Competition in 2020, taking our place alongside the best Performing Arts departments 

in the country. 

Thank you to every individual who has made this possible and the contributors are in the hundreds! A 

wonderful way to begin the Summer term and full details and a brief video clip can be found on the 

school website. 

Prom Pop-Up Shop 
 

I would like to thank local community group Wollaston is Kind, Mrs Roche-King and Mrs Smith, as well 

as all of the staff who ran a highly successful Prom shop on Wednesday. 
 

Thank you also to all those who donated some incredible outfits and other accessories to ensure that 

students from all backgrounds are fully kitted out for their big night.  Over 25 students picked up items 

and we are absolutely delighted with the success of this new event. Wollaston is Kind and staff of 

Wollaston School will also offer a hair and make-up service on the evenings themselves and further 

details will follow. 
 

Thank you again for a wonderful initiative and a great example of how we can work with the local 

community for the benefit of our students. 

 

Year 10 Examinations 
 

Students in Year 10 begin their first Mock Examinations for GCSE and BTEC courses on Monday, 29th  

April 2019.  This will give our GCSE cohort of 2020 the first opportunity to formally assess their progress 

to date, and set targets for the rest of Year 10 and for the transition into Year 11.  We do of course 

want students to prepare carefully for these examinations, but also to avoid putting any unnecessary 

pressure on themselves.   



 

The aim of the mocks is to provide a benchmark for every individual, in every subject, in order that 

they are clear on areas of strength and areas for improvement in the weeks and months ahead. The 

mock exams also provide students with the opportunity to experience the practicalities and format of 

these examinations, including exams in the hall and external invigilation. 
 

We wish our Year 10 students the very best of luck with these examinations and if parents have any 

questions about the process and practicalities, please contact Mr Stevenson e.stevenson@wollaston-

school.net or Mrs Cootes a.cootes@wollaston-school.net. 

 

GCSE BTEC & A-level Examinations 
 

As the formal exam season begins, on behalf of staff, students and the governors at Wollaston School, 

I would like to wish all of our students who are sitting formal qualifications, the very best for their 

examinations. 
 

We believe in ‘purpose not pressure’ and whilst we do expect students to be working hard, we do not 

want any student to experience any undue stress or anxiety. In terms of revision, short bursts of 

regular preparation are likely to be more effective than infrequent, day-long cramming sessions - and 

it is important that students also take regular breaks and engage in usual activities with friends and 

families. 
 

Advice on how you can support your son or daughter with preparing for exams can be found here: 
 

https://www.wollastonschool.com/parents/year-11-exam-support-resources/ 

https://www.wollastonschool.com/teaching-learning/sixth-form/ 
 

If you have any subject specific queries, please contact the relevant subject teacher. For more general 

examination queries, please use the Year Team as the first port of contact: 

 

Year 11 Mrs Hobson (Head of Year 11) – j.hobson@wollaston-school.net 

Mr Jackson (Head of Year 11) – m.jackson@wollaston-school.net 

Mrs Martin (Student Manager) – k.martin@wollaston-school.net 

Year 13 Mr Mills (Head of Sixth Form) – t.mills@wollaston-school.net 

Mrs Melia (Sixth Form Centre Manager) – j.melia@wollaston-school.net 

 

We are looking forward to a successful and productive summer term-hopefully blessed by wonderful 

weather! Thank you to parents and carers for ensuring that students have returned in correct uniform, 

are well-equipped and refreshed for a positive term ahead. 

 

Thank you as always for your support of Wollaston School. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch with us via email on office@wollaston-school.net. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher 
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