
 

 

       10th May 2019 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

Although the weather has not felt quite like the start of summer - the beginning of major formal GCSE, 

BTEC and A-level examinations next week certainly marks the summer examinations series! 

 

Year 11 Examinations 
 

Year 11 had their penultimate assembly as a year group on Thursday and this was the opportunity to 

recognise the incredible hard work from students so far and to offer best wishes for their exams on 

behalf of the governors, staff and students as well as our wider community. It is completely normal 

for students to feel nervous at this time and I know that faculties and staff (as well as parents, friends 

and families) will be sending positive and encouraging messages for every examination.  
 

If students or parents have any questions at all during the exam period, please do ask.  Year Team 

staff, subject leaders and the exams office are all on hand to help. 
 

A final reminder also that as public examinations, there is no opportunity to take any examination at 

an alternative time. In the case of a genuine medical emergency on the day of an exam, please contact 

Mrs Hobson, Mr Jackson, or Mrs Martin who will advise on the appropriate course of action. 

 

Year 10 Mock Examinations 
 

As Year 11 Exams begin – congratulations to our Year 10 students on successful completion of their 

mocks!  The students have been exemplary in their conduct and commitment and we look forward to 

reviewing progress with students in every subject, whilst setting targets for the rest of the year. 

 

BTEC & A-Level Examinations 
 

We would all like to wish the Year 13 students the best of luck as they enter their final A-Level and 

BTEC examinations.  This is the culmination of two years’ hard work and efforts, and for many, the 

final few weeks of seven successful years at Wollaston.  They should all feel proud of what they have 

achieved to this point, and confident in their ability to achieve some excellent grades in August.   

Although the official leavers’ celebration will take place on 24th May 2019, students know that staff 

will be offering lessons and supporting them in whatever way they can, right up until their final 

examinations have taken place.  If students need to talk about revision tactics, exam technique, course 

content or any other concerns, then the Sixth Form team are happy to help.  In addition, whilst public 

examinations are taking place, students are able to revise at home the day before any exam if they so 

wish.   

Good luck to everyone involved, we know that a final drive for students will lead to some excellent 

opportunities for them next year and beyond. 

 

Sports News 
 

Handball - Earlier this year, the Year 10 girls Handball Team qualified for the regional handball finals, 

after beating all of the schools in the district tournament.  The final was held at Derby arena on 



Thursday 9th May. What is even more impressive, is that these girls had never even picked up a 

handball up until earlier this school year as part of their GCSE PE assessment.  The team had some 

tough competition which was testing physically and mentally.  It was a fantastic experience for these 

girls to perform at this standard and level of competition (1 away from nationals)!  The girls walked 

away placed 4th in the Country! 

NBA Basketball - Congratulations to the Year 7 Basketball team who played in the Junior NBA semi-

finals.  It was a closely fought battle, which unfortunately ended Marshlands 31 – Wollaston 21. 

Despite the final score, it must be noted what a fantastic achievement this is and the students were 

perfect ambassadors for the school. Well done to all involved! 

 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
 

Thank you to all who attended the Year 7 Parents’ Evening. This was an incredibly positive event, and 

wonderful to discuss with parents the progress and learning of their children. Head of Year 7, Mr Rees, 

commented “It was wonderful to see so many parents and students in attendance last night and we 

have received some encouraging feedback from parents in how positively conversations were 

managed and any individual concerns that were raised were addressed in a constructive and clear way.  

These conversations are key to developing an effective parent / school relationship, which is essential 

to support the students as they continue to enjoy their education through the school.” 
 

Thank you to all who attended, and we are looking forward to working together in the years ahead to 

ensure that every student is able to reach their full potential at Wollaston School. 
 

 

Visit from Julia Kedwards OBE 

As a new Multi-Academy Trust (MAT), we are provided with support from the Department for 

Education through an experienced Academy leader. We are incredibly fortunate to have Julia 

Kedwards as our allocated lead. Julia is CEO of Northampton Primary Academy Trust Partnership 

(NPAT), a MAT of 11 schools in Northamptonshire and she has been formally recognised with an OBE 

for her services to education. Julia visited Wollaston School on Friday of last week and unfortunately 

our planned tour of the school site was unfulfilled as we became submerged in a torrential rain 

shower! However, Julia was impressed with our plans for the new MAT, and there may well be 

opportunities for us to work together on a range of projects in the near future. 

Partnership Development 

In further good news for the Nene Valley Partnership (NVP), we are also beginning partnership work 

with a similar sized MAT in Cambridgeshire.  Bozeat, Irchester and Wollaston share a vision of 

‘Excellence in Education’ and part of our strategy is to ensure that we are well connected schools with 

access to regional and national best practice. This enables us to cherish and nurture our local 

community education, whilst drawing on national expertise and innovation to ensure that we provide 

the very best education for every individual in each of the NVP schools. 

Thank you as always for your support of Wollaston School. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch with us via email on office@wollaston-school.net. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher 

mailto:office@wollaston-school.net

