
 

 

       3rd May 2019 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

Formal Examinations 
 

Thank you to the entire school community for a strong start to the examination season. Students in 

years 10, 11, and 13 have been involved this week. Our exams team and external invigilators have 

been incredibly impressed with the focus, maturity and preparedness of our students. I would also 

like to thank students in all year groups for their exceptional support, students have been silent around 

exam venues, have coped with the requisite room and venue changes and have been warm and 

encouraging to those taking examinations. 

 

NBA Basketball Success 
 

Many congratulations to our Junior NBA Basketball Team who have been successful in reaching the 

semi-final of the National Tournament. We play a team from Wisbech on Wednesday, and victory 

would ensure a place in the National Final. 
 

The Wollaston team won their group and subsequent play-off game against a school from Kings Lynn. 

This play-off proved an extremely entertaining game with only two points between the sides as we 

entered the final two minutes. Thanks to the determination and dynamism of the Wollaston team, we 

managed to take the game out of reach of the opposition and secured a 23 points to 17 victory. 
 

I would like to congratulate the team on their achievement and also their exceptional conduct, 

sportsmanship and fair play. Although a highly competitive match, both sides played with excellent 

spirit and flair. 
 

Well done to the Wollaston team and thank you to Mr Carey and Mr Crook for their leadership and 

coaching. 

 

Football Season Review 
 

What a Season! To win the league and cup in the same season is extremely difficult in any format, yet 

our Year 8 football team have managed to do this now in consecutive seasons, which is an outstanding 

achievement. They have given their all in every fixture, even if the result has not always gone their 

way. They have performed fantastically as a team and represented the school superbly on and off the 

pitch.  

Well done to the Year 8 team and to Mr Jackson who has coached and supported them to their 

success. 

Rock Challenge - More Good News 

It is worth noting that our Rock Challenge Team have won plaudits, not only for their performance 

and artistic talents. Since learning of our victory, we have been contacted by staff, parents and 

students at other schools to say how much they enjoyed rehearsing, performing and sharing the day 

with the Wollaston School team. 



One message praised the passion and drive of our students in our own performance, but also the 

respect, positivity and praise for others that Wollaston School shared for all the other schools, teams 

and individuals.  We managed to make new friends through both our artistic excellence, and as 

importantly, our conduct as a positive, warm and collaborative team. It is obviously wonderful to 

receive such fantastic feedback and an important message that we can celebrate our own successes 

with great enthusiasm, whilst appreciating the achievements and feelings of others. 

Well done again to all involved - another reason to be incredibly proud of Wollaston School. 

Assessment & Reporting 

Some forward notice that from September, we are planning to include a ‘comments’ section in our 
progress checks for students who need to improve a specific aspect of their work in school, in order 

to demonstrate a ‘good’ level of engagement.  This approach will also be trialled with Year 12 this 

term, in order that we can evaluate how well this works and take on any feedback from students and 

parents. 

We will continue to use Go4Schools for parents to see current grades and test scores, but will also be 

printing a formal report termly (3 times a year) for every student, in order that we can use these to 

formally set targets for the next assessment cycle. 

The aim is to ensure that we are able to provide students, parents and staff the opportunity to 

evaluate progress every term and set meaningful targets for further improvement throughout the 

year. 

Job opportunities at Wollaston 

As a new Multi-Academy Trust, we now have monthly meetings of Trustees as part of our governance 

structure, and are currently advertising for a Clerk to the Board of Trustees.  An advertisement with 

full details and Job Description / Person Specification can be found on the Wollaston School website 

https://www.wollastonschool.com/about/vacancies/ and should you have any further details please 

contact Mrs Louisa Nixon on l.nixon@wollaston-school.net. 

Thank you as always for your support of Wollaston School. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch with us via email on office@wollaston-school.net. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher 
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