
 

 

       19th July 2019 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

Although we have three more days of exciting education to enjoy next week, this will be the final Headteacher’s 

letter of the 2018/19 academic year. I would like to thank students, staff, parents and the wider community for 

another excellent year.  As always, I feel enormously privileged to be leading Wollaston, a school filled with such 

positivity, aspiration and celebration.   

 

Staff Leaving Wollaston School 
 

As in previous years, staff will gather on Monday afternoon to say farewell to valued colleagues who are leaving 

Wollaston for fresh challenges.  For some this is promotion to new positions, for others - well-deserved retirement! 

I would like to formally thank every member of our teaching and support staff below for their exceptional service 

to our school and wish them every success for the future! 

 

Mr Simon Davis Teacher of Science Mr Mark Wade Teacher of Humanities 

Mr Steve Burgess Teacher of Maths Miss Clare Randell Assistant Head of Sixth Form 

Mrs Jacquey Wicks Teacher in Charge of ASDAN Mrs Emma Redfern Head of DT & Art 

Mr Johnathan Knight Teacher of English Mrs Zoe Pickering Teacher of Maths 

Miss Sue Meekcom Head of PE Mr Dom Lowe Teacher of Science 

Miss Kim Furniss Teacher of English Mrs Jane Scott Finance Assistant 

Mrs Pat Smith Teacher of Maths   

 

Staff Joining Wollaston School 
 

A new academic year also sees an excellent new team of teachers and support staff joining Wollaston School in 

September.  We have once again been incredibly successful with our recruitment activity and have been able to 

source a range of expert practitioners from competitive fields.  Full details are below and I know that fellow staff, 

students and parents will quickly embrace our new colleagues into the Wollaston School community. 

 

Miss Victoria Ayres Head of DT & Art Miss Emily Cattell Teacher of PE 

Miss Jessica Hall Teacher of Science Miss Abbey Hodson Teacher of History 

Mr Stuart Burditt Teacher of Science Miss Nazorean Billett Teacher of English 

Ms Sarah Hamblin Teacher of Maths Mr Daniel Shatford Finance Controller 

Mr Evan Fennell Teacher of Maths Miss Sarah Taylor Finance Assistant 

Miss Faith Hester Teacher of Maths   

 

 

Rock Challenge 2019 
 

Parents will be aware of the incredible success of our 2019 Rock Challenge team, who won their final - seeing 

Wollaston School promoted to ‘Premier’ status - the elite designation of the competition. 

 

Today saw the publication of the national awards for Rock Challenge, and Wollaston were nominated in the 

following categories:  Choreography, Performance Skill, Stage Use, Concept, Drama, Costume, Lighting and 

Artwork. 

 



Following an announcement today, I am delighted to report that we have been successful in winning the National 

Award for Performance Skill! 

 

This is an incredible achievement for the Performing Arts faculty and I would like to congratulate all of the students, 

members of staff, parents and suppliers involved on this magnificent accomplishment.  Who knows what the 2020 

production will bring? 

 

Year 10 Work Experience 
 

Our Year 10 Vehicle Engineering students are currently out on work experience and I am pleased to report that 

they are enjoying a wide variety of tasks in local garages.  Students have been able to showcase the practical skills 

that they have learnt in school but are also learning a great deal about the functional areas of companies.  They 

are thoroughly enjoying the whole experience and adding value to the organisations during their time there. 
 

Thank you to Mr Myers and Mr Hollis-Brown for arranging the placements. 

 

Dancing Success 
 

Following my notice last week, I would also like to celebrate the success of the following students in a range of 

dancing genres and categories including Greek, Modern, National and Song & Dance styles.  As a result of their 

achievements in local festivals, Izzy Brown, Harry Stanton, Jasmine Lowson and Susanna Trimble have all qualified 

for the All England Dance finals - and we wish them every success in this competition! 

 

I’m always pleased to share the successes of students are Wollaston School, and if you have good news to share, 

please contact Mrs Louisa Nixon by email on l.nixon@wollaston-school.net.  We look forward to publicising the 

incredible achievements of our students! 

 

Wollaston Is Kind: Support over the Summer Holiday 
 

Many will be aware of the excellent work local group Wollaston Is Kind (WIK) undertake in our local community. 

This summer, the group are organising activities and free lunches at Wollaston playing fields on the following dates: 

 

 Monday 29th July 2019 

 Monday 5th August 2019 

 Monday 19th August 2019 

 

Booking is essential and can be done by calling or texting Moira Roche-King on 07874 261991.  Children must be 

accompanied by an adult and teenage helpers are more than welcome! The free lunch is available for adults and 

children alike.  In addition to this, anybody worried about the cost of food in the holidays are welcome to three 

packed lunches per week through WIK.  Please contact Moira in complete confidence to discuss and arrange this. 

 

For more information on WIK, please see their Facebook page WIK Facebook.  Please note that support is available 

for students and families who attend Wollaston School, regardless of where they live. 

 

Sixth Form Leadership 
 

The end of an academic year is always a bittersweet moment when working with the Sixth Form students, we are 

bidding farewell to our Year 13 students who have worked so hard, whilst simultaneously looking forward to the 

new cohort of students that will take their place from September onwards.   

Nowhere else is this transfer more evident than with our senior students.  Over the last 12 months, Sean Bromilow 

and Phoebe Leighton have been our Head Boy and Head Girl, ably supported by Ella Jennings and Morgan Skett 

(Deputy Head Girl and Boy).  Individually they have been superb and working together as a team they have been 
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an amazing help within the Sixth Form.  Whether supporting with careers days or delivering speeches on open 

evenings, we have always been able to rely on them to deliver in the best way.  This was evident by the huge 

success of the Sixth Form Summer Ball, which was planned and organised by this team of students; a massive thank 

you to all of them.   

It is now my pleasure to announce, that after a tough and rigorous selection process, we are able to celebrate the 

selection of the new senior team: 

 Sam Thompson – Head Boy 

 Anya Titmuss - Head Girl  

 Cole Dilley – Deputy Head Boy 

 Louise Sutherland - Deputy Head Girl. 

The competition was fierce and each of the successful candidates should be very proud of their achievements, I 

am sure that they will really help drive the Sixth Form forward with their energy and ideas and Mr Mills is already 

eagerly anticipating working with them. 

 

Examinations Results Day Information 
 

This year’s examination results days will take place as follows: 

 

 A-level results day  - 9.00am - Thursday, 15th August 2019 - Sixth Form Centre  

 GCSE results day – 9.00am -  Thursday, 22nd August 2019 - Main Hall 

 

We hope that students receive the results that they have worked so tirelessly for and we look forward to 

celebrating students’ successes with them.  Members of staff will be on hand to assist students and parents with 

any queries which may arise from the results, assisting with enquiries from Sixth Form entry requirements for Y11 

students and UCAS applications for our Sixth Form students. 

 

We have an excellent final few days of term left to enjoy, including the rewards assemblies on Wednesday and a 

tutor time celebration day period 6. Thank you to all for one of the support throughout the year and behalf of the 

governors, staff and our entire school community, best wishes for a restful, refreshing and enjoyable summer. 

 

We look forward to beginning the 2019/20 academic year on Wednesday 4th September 2019. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher 


