
 

 

      15th November 2019 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

Remembrance 2019 
 

As has now become customary at Wollaston School, we have held a number of events to remember 

the sacrifices made by others in times of conflict and war.  Last week, all students in Years 7 - 11 have 

had assemblies led by the Humanities Team to explain the significance of remembrance, and a two-

minute silence was held across the school on Monday, the 11th day of the 11th month of the year. The 

silence was held in classrooms, in addition to students gathering in two locations (the Science 

playground and the Performing Arts quad) to hear The Last Post played by student trumpeters, Chris 

Elvin and Jamie Blackadder, from our music department. 
 

“At the going down of the sun, and in the morning - We will remember them.” 

 

GCSE Awards Evening 2019 
 

It was a great pleasure to welcome back our GCSE cohort of 2019 for one final time to celebrate their 

excellent achievements at Wollaston School.  As parents will be aware, the class of 2019 achieved 

Wollaston’s best ever headline GCSE measures and it was both humbling and proud for all who 

attended, to celebrate the exceptional achievements of every individual in this year group. 
 

The evening featured the formal presentation of GCSE certificates to every student, as well as a 

number of subject and year team awards.  Congratulations to all - and it was a great privilege for 

myself and members of the school’s Leadership Team to be in attendance to formally recognise the 

great talents and accomplishments of our GCSE class of 2019! 

 

Preparing for Success at GCSE in 2020 
 

Our current Year 11 students are already hard at work preparing to become Wollaston’s new ‘best 

ever’ GCSE cohort.  On Wednesday, we held our parents only event, to provide information regarding 

how to support success in specific subjects, and more general advice and guidance about how to 

manage workload, stress and communication, was given in what can be an intense time for students, 

parents and staff alike!  We were delighted to receive so much positive feedback from the event from 

parents and of course, we will be sharing all of the advice and guidance with students through our 

assembly programme. Thank you to Mrs Cootes, Mr Cunningham, Mr Stevenson and the Faculty 

Teams for organising this event. 

 

Sixth Form Open Evening 
 

We are looking forward to welcoming a record number of perspective Sixth Formers to our Open 

Evening on Thursday 21st November 2019 at 6:00pm.  We have increased capacity to the full 

availability in the main hall for the presentation at 6:00pm, so it may be worth arriving early, as the 

school site is likely to be busy on the evening. 
 

It will be a great pleasure to showcase our successful Post-16 provision, and assist both internal and 

external applicants regarding course choices and what they can expect from life in Wollaston’s Sixth 

Form!  In the meantime, if you have any questions, please email Mrs J Melia, Sixth Form Centre 



Manager on meliaj@wollaston-school.net.  

 

Children in Need 2019 
 

Thank you to the whole school community for an exceptional fundraising event in support of the 

annual Children in Need campaign.   Students donated £1 for non-uniform day and the final total 

raised will be published next week.  Thank you also for the many donations that were given in excess 

of this amount.  We often talk about being a school with values, and stress the importance of kindness 

and care towards others.  Visitors to our school often comment on how this is manifested in day-to-

day actions, and we also see this in the generosity of our school community when supporting national 

charities such as Children in Need.  Thank you! 

 

Year 10 - A Christmas Carol Performance  
 

On Friday, our Year 10 students were treated to a performance from a visiting theatre company of 

Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ - one of the set texts for the GCSE English Literature examination.  

 

Mr Litt, Assistant Headteacher & Head of English, commented “This was a great way to spend a Friday 

afternoon.  The Quantum Theatre Group really brought the text to life and I am sure that we will see 

the benefits of the performance through the students’ work in the weeks to come.  Merry Christmas!” 

 

Jacob Lewis, who watched the performance, commented “My favourite character was Scrooge.  The 

actor really brought the part to life.” 

Thank you to the English department for organising this event. 

 

Dancing Success 
 

We had a number of students compete at the IDTA Nationwide Medallist of the Year Championships 

in Blackpool last weekend.  This is a wonderful achievement and they are part of the next generation 

of amazing dancers who we have at Wollaston.  So congratulations to all!  

 

10 - 12 Freestyle Section 

1st - Madison Frost (Y8). 

4th – Alex Parsons (Y8). 

 

10 - 13 Freestyle Team Section 

1st – Team Insanity (now UK Champions!) Alex Parsons (Y8), Madison Frost (Y8), Poppy Lovelock (Y7), 

Ella Grace White (Y7) & Shuli Willmott (Y7). 

 

14 - 17 Freestyle Team Section 

3rd – Team Sacrifice – Jaeceena Anderson (Y11). 

 

 

Internet Safety 
 

The UK Safer Internet Centre has created a range of new educational resources for schools and also 

brand new resources for parents and the link to these resources can be found here: 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2020/i-am-parent-or-carer 

The resources are free to use aim to help talking with your child about online safety.  They include 

activities, conversation starters and understanding online identity in a digital age in a safe and 

responsible way. 
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Careers education at Wollaston School 
 

We have a number of careers events in motion, both Wollaston led and in partnership with other 

organisations. We are currently well underway with planning our first ‘Bring your child to work day’ 
with Year 10, which I am certain will be a great learning experience for all concerned. 

 

We are also developing a partnership with Wellingborough School on careers events, and last week a 

number of our Sixth Form students attended a Careers Fair at Wellingborough, which was highly useful 

for the students and led to many exhibitors being impressed with our students’ confidence, aspirations 

and achievements. Thank you to all for being such excellent ambassadors for Wollaston School.  
 

Furthermore, we have also been invited to Wellingborough School to share an opportunity to meet 

with a BBC broadcast journalist, to learn more of careers in English and the media.  A small number of 

our Year 11 and 12 students will be selected to benefit from this opportunity, for which spaces are 

understandably limited. 

 

Thank you, as always for your support and cooperation in these matters and of Wollaston School. If 

you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us via email on 

office@wollaston-school.net. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher 
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