
 

 

      13th December 2019 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

It is certainly starting to feel festive in school – even if we could do with slightly less rain outside!  

Whilst continuing to work hard until the end of term, students are also thinking of others as they 

prepare festive hampers to distribute to the Salvation Army and Wollaston is Kind prior to the end of 

term, next week.  We have also held a Festive Jumper Day today in aid of Save the Children and will 

publicise the amount raised next week. 

 

Year 13 Parents’ Evening 
 

Thank you to all parents, students and staff for such a productive subject consultation evening on 

Thursday.  As Always, we appreciate the partnership approach to ensuring exceptional achievement 

at Wollaston School and we trust that our Year 13 cohort are ready and prepared for every success in 

the Summer. For many students and parents, this was their final parents’ evening of their school 

careers and we know that the consistent levels of support and challenge have proved so successful in 

forging a collaborative and ambitious year group.  Year 13 will sit their mock A Level and BTEC 

examinations in January. 

 

Personal Development Days 
 

Thank you to all students who contributed so fully to our first Personal Development Day of the year.  

There was an incredible range of work undertaken and students in all year groups took the opportunity 

to explore themes central to their personal development and learn about their own potential as 

positive role models in society. 

 

Associate Assistant Headteacher, Mrs Z Correa-Humphries, commented:  

“It was a pleasure to see so many of our students engaged in some difficult and controversial 

issues.  From the magistrates court mock trials, to a young enterprise activity where students were 

developing a programme to prevent knife crime and criminal exploitation.  It was lovely to hear 

students leaving school having conversations about the day and, in particular, Year 9 students who 

were discussing why they believed the verdict that their form had come to was wrong, with reasoned 

judgements. 

The Year 10 work based experience also went well, with good news for some students as they have 

been offered work placements when they turn 16.  The Year 10 students who embraced this 

opportunity are now booking in with Mr Myers to discuss potential avenues after their GCSE studies. 

Year 7 parents and carers were also invited to a parent e-safety talk, and a document summarising the 

discussion will be available on the school website for all parents and carers to access.” 

 

Sporting Success 
 

Despite the weather, events have continued unaffected as the end of term approaches. 

 



On Thursday, a number of Year 8 students competed at the District Sportshall Athletics Competition.  

The girls finished joint winners and progress to the County Finals in February. The boys’ team were 

second by only 5 points and will also progress to the Country Finals.  

All students were a credit to the school and showed amazing comradery, supporting each other 

throughout the competition.  

 

Safeguarding Alert 
 

We would like to make parents / carers aware of a suspicious person report that we have received.   

A white van approached a student last night. The driver offered the student a lift before driving off.   

The driver is unknown and the incident has been reported to Northamptonshire Police – we ask that 

you remind your son / daughter to be extra vigilant and remind them that they should never accept a 

lift from an unknown person.   

If they, or you, have any concerns, please share this information.    In emergencies, the Police should 

always be the first point of contact – non-emergencies can be shared with us.  

 

Community Policing Visit 
 

Students will have noted the visit of Police Community Support Officer, Donna Fenner, on Wednesday 

lunchtime.   

Donna will be visiting the school on a regular basis and engaging with the school community, as a 

visible presence.  This is a proactive approach as we continue to engage with the local Police team and 

develop stronger working partnerships with them.   

Donna will be available to speak to Sixth Form students from 12.30pm -12.50pm, before joining the 

duty team at lunch.  After lunch, she will remain in school for 10 more minutes to speak with pastoral 

teams. 

In addition, we have planned Police partnership initiatives for 2020.  Parents / carers of students in 

Years 8-13 will be aware that this has been a regular feature of the school calendar for the last 5 

years.  Again, this is a proactive approach to ensure the safety of every student in our care.  Due to 

the nature of the initiatives we do not publicise dates but we will communicate to you as the visits 

take place.  

Uniform Policy 

A reminder at a time when students tend to purchase new footwear and clothing, that uniform 

guidance is available on our website https://www.wollastonschool.com/parents/uniform/ . 

All students should be wearing black shoes, uniform including tie and sweatshirt on their 

return.  Hoodies are not permitted.   

Staffing Update 

At the end of the year, we say farewell to a number of valued staff.  Some are leaving for pastures 

new, others are leaving temporarily on maternity leave.   

 

On behalf of governors, staff, students and the wider school community, I would like to thank all for 

their service and wish them every success in the future: 

https://www.wollastonschool.com/parents/uniform/


 

 

 

 Mrs Tracy Fincher - SENCO 

 Miss Jasmin Smith – Year 9 Student Manager 

 Mrs Lindsey Smith – Exams & Data Manager 

 Miss Nazorean Billett – Teacher of English 

 Mrs Janine Hobson – Head of Year 7 (Maternity Leave) 

 Mrs Philippa Stothers – Teacher of MFL (Maternity Leave) 

 Mrs Nicki Reynolds – DT Technician 

 

As we wish our leavers well, we also welcome new staff and congratulate others commencing their 

new roles: 

 

 Mr M Jackson will assume the full time Head of Year 7 role from January. 

 

 Congratulations to Mrs C Burgess who was successfully appointed as the new Student Manager 

for Year 9.  Mrs Burgess has been a Learning Support Assistant here at Wollaston for many years 

and is excited to commence her new role. 

 

 Mr A Bennett joins us as our new Head of PE.  He joins Wollaston from a high performing Upper 

School in Bedfordshire and we are looking forward to developing and enhancing our provision in 

both academic and extra-curricular PE and sport. 

 

 Mrs A White joins us in January as a new Teacher of Modern Foreign Languages and she is thrilled 

to be joining this successful department. 

 

 We also welcome Mr A Rahman and Mr A Hartley into our excellent English department.   

 

We know that the entire school community will make all new members of staff feel extremely 

welcome. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Date Event 

Monday 16th December 2019 Assessment Reports available on Go4Schools for all year groups. 

Monday 16th December 2019 Year 11 Mock Exam Results Assembly 

17th – 21st December 2019 Trip to Auschwitz 

Thursday 19th December 2019 Sixth Form Awards Evening (2019 Year 13 Leavers) 

16th – 19th December 2019 Rewards Assemblies – all Year Groups 

Friday 20th December 2019 Last day of Term 

Monday 6th January 2020 School re-opens - First day of term 

 

 

 



Staff Professional Development Day – Friday 3rd January 2020 

 

Staff will return from the Christmas break on Friday 3rd January 2020 to undertake some professional 

development.  Please note that the school will only be open from 8.30am – 1.15pm on that day, should 

parents need to make contact. 

 
 

Thank you, as always for your support and cooperation in these matters and of Wollaston School. If 

you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us via email on 

office@wollaston-school.net. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher 

mailto:office@wollaston-school.net

