
 

 

      28th February 2020 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

We have enjoyed a positive first week back after the half term break, even braving a snow shower on 

Thursday morning!  Lots of news and achievements to update with this week, as we have enjoyed a 

busy half term and first week back.  Apologies in advance for the marathon letter! 

 

Dance Live 
 

This event replaced the Rock Challenge competition, which saw Wollaston School crowned as winners 

in 2019.  We maintained another spectacular production in 2020, although were unfortunate not to 

gain a place in the top 3.  We have received some incredible feedback from audience members about 

the Wollaston entry – praising not only the quality of our performance, but also the togetherness, 

team spirit, generosity and love of the event that was shown by our students and staff.  Such passion 

and professionalism always deserves to be rewarded – and the Dance Live team have found out that 

they have been selected as the best runner up to perform in the Dance Live final! 
 

Congratulations to the entire team of staff, students, parents and family supporters who made the 

long journey to Portsmouth to celebrate such an incredible production and it is exciting that we have 

the chance to showcase such an incredible performance again! 

 

National Theatre Connections Performance 
 

Hot on the heels of Dance Live, our Performing Arts Faculty again displayed the incredible range of 

provision with the performance of the play, ‘Witches Can’t Be Burned’ by Silva Semerciyan on 

Thursday and Friday. 
 

This production is in collaboration with the National Theatre and sees play writing specifically for 

school staff and students to develop together.  This is the first year that Wollaston School have been 

accepted into the National Theatre Connections project and both the process and performance has 

been inspiring and stimulating.   

Head of Performing Arts, Mrs S Goodge, commented “This has been a brilliant opportunity for Key 

Stage 4 and 5 students to work together to produce this play.  Last night, an audience of over 40 people 

enjoyed our production of ‘Witches Can’t be Burned’ and we were joined by a National Theatre director 
Alex Thorpe.  At the end of the performance, he was really complimentary about the quality of the 

acting and the clear bond between the ensemble, commenting that the cast had handled the 

characters brilliantly.  We have our final performance tonight in school and then get to take our 

production to the Royal and Derngate in the Easter holidays for our festival performance on the Royal 

stage.  Both Mrs Paltridge and I are incredibly proud and impressed by the company and their 

professionalism and thank the parents and carers for their support”. 

Icelandic Adventures 
 

We welcomed back to school our staff and students from the Humanities Faculty who spent the most 

of half term in Iceland, enjoying a number of once in a life time experiences.  As always, our students 

were incredible ambassadors for our school throughout the trip. 



 

Mrs R Collins said “Although we were exposed to some of the roughest elements the shores and skies 

Iceland had to offer, students gathered and appreciated a deeper understanding of not only the origins 

of the earth, but of life itself.  We stepped back in time to walk with Vikings of old, along the continental 

plate boundaries and circled volcanoes, geysers and the remnants of million year old glacial 

formations. Students even enjoyed relaxing in the thermal and mineral rich pools of the mysterious 

Secret Lagoon. This really was a journey to the ends of the earth like no other and an experience which 

shall contribute to the broader extra-curricular education of all of those involved.” 

Special thank you to Mrs Collins for organising this trip and to Mr Hopkins for his support.  

 

Geography Field Trip 
 

It has been a busy time for our Humanities faculty, with the field trip to London taking place just before 

half term.  Mrs R Collins commented, “We had a very successful trip to London with Year 10 Geography 

students and Year 11 Travel and Tourism students. They all had a lovely day, with clear views from the 

London Eye and a very informative Thames River boat cruise. Behaviour was impeccable, and the 

students had a great time.” 

Sporting News 
 

A range of sporting achievements to share, both individual and personal.  

 

Football - Congratulations to both the Year 7 and Year 8 football teams who were able to secure 

victories against opposing teams at Wellingborough School.  Both were exciting games – the year 7’s 

winning 3-2 and the Year 8’s won by 3 goals to 1. 
 

Athletics - At the indoor athletics, the Year 7 girls managed a 3rd place finish, and the Year 7 boys 

finished 4th.  The Year 8 boys came in 7th place and the Year 8 girls in 9th.  Great results all round – 

congratulations to all who took part. 
 

Netball - The Year 7 girls played in the county plate netball tournament at Kettering Buccleuch 

Academy before half term. This was the first time that they had played as a team, playing a gruelling 

6 matches, getting better with every match. Aloise Laughton captained the team, which saw them 

draw and then win their last 2 games, which was a great ending to a brilliant and well organised 

tournament.   
 

Mrs C Read commented “I would like to thank the girls on behalf of Wollaston School for their positive 

attitude and resilience during the first few games, which were very tough against schools like NSG and 

Quinton House. They all played incredibly well and I’m looking forward to see them progress further in 
the district fixtures after half-term”. 

Lacrosse – Year 9 girls have a fantastic opportunity to try this sport which is new to Wollaston School.  

They have been invited to Stowe School to learn about the game and develop their skills.  Thanks to 

Mr Pugh (our very own England Lacrosse Player!) for arranging. 

Extra-Curricular Timetable – The new timetable is now live and details can be found on our website. 

Dancing Success 
 

Congratulations to Alex Parsons in Year 8, who has qualified for the World Championship in Freestyle 

Disco Dancing, which will take place this Summer at Blackpool Winter Gardens.  We wish her all the 

best and look forward to hearing about how she gets on. 

 

 



 

 

Promoting Mental Health Event at Northampton Town Football Club 
 

Mrs Z Correa-Humphries (Associates Assistant Headteacher & Head of Humanities), along with 3 of 

our students, Hannah Wear, Georgina Haynes & Robert Allen,  headed over to Northampton Town 

Football Club before half term, to place the school’s ‘brick’ into a wall, to raise awareness for the 
importance of mental health.  The Wollaston School brick was filled with positive messages from our 

students. 
 

The brick will now take pride of place in school as a reminder of the importance of Mental Health 

Awareness in amongst young people. 

Coronavirus and the Italy Ski Trip 
 

As per the communication earlier in the week, please visit the following link for the latest advice on 

Coronavirus:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-

about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19.  

Please do get in touch if there is anything that you think school should be aware of. 

We have written to all parents of students going on the Easter Ski Trip and will continue to monitor 

the situation closely and liaise with the tour company.  Mr Bodicoat will update parents weekly with 

any further developments or advice. 

Access to Disabled Bays 
 

Please can parents collecting children after school be mindful of maintaining access to the disabled 

parking spaces.  We have had incidents where parents of disabled students have struggled to pick up 

their children due to other parents blocking access to these bays whilst waiting to pick up their own 

children.   Access to these bays must be kept available at all times.  Your assistance with this matter is 

very much appreciated.  

Safe Travel to and from School 

We have a shared priority with the Parish Council to promote good road safety for all pedestrians and 

drivers, particularly around the start and end of school.  The Parish Council are looking at a number of 

formal measures to promote good road safety and in the meantime, we would support the following 

advice of parents not parking on the corner of junctions and talking to your children regarding 

responsible behaviour and remaining alert when walking to and from school.   

There has also been a request for parents to keep their vehicles off grass verges on Hookhams Path, 

as these are becoming very muddy, which is not nice for the residents or the Parish Council who are 

responsible for cutting that grass.   

Thank you for your continued cooperation with this matter. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19


Job Opportunities  - including Senior Deputy Headteacher / Head of School 

As a major employer in the local area, we are always looking for talented and dedicated people to join 

our team.  This includes the significant appointment of a Senior Deputy Headteacher / Head of School, 

who will be responsible for Whole School Standards.  This is a new role for Wollaston and will be 

instrumental in ensuring we continue our mission to become an exceptional school, achieving the very 

best outcomes for every single student who we serve. 

It is important that we have the capacity to make this happen at Wollaston whilst continuing to 

develop the work of our new Multi-Academy Trust – The Nene Valley Partnership. 

For details of this post, as well as for the positions of PA to Headteacher & CEO, Exams & Data 

Manager & Teacher of Maths, please visit the Vacancies page of the school website - 

https://www.wollastonschool.com/about/vacancies/  

 

Forthcoming Dates 

 

Date Event 

Friday 28th February 2020 Connections Performance 

Thursday 5th March 2020 Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 9th March 2020 Year 12 Apprenticeship Fair 

Tuesday 10th March 2020 Year 11 & Year 13 Apprenticeship Fair 

Wednesday 11th March 2020 Pupil Premium Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 12th March 2020 Wellingborough Rotary Musical Festival – Main Hall 

Tuesday 17th March 2020 Personal Development Day 

Wednesday 18th March 2020 DNA Theatre Trip – Bedford – 5.00pm 

Wednesday 25th March 2020 Leicester Theatre Visit – 5.30pm 

Thursday 26th March 2020 Year 12 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 30th March 2020 RAG WEEK 

Tuesday 31st March 2020 Year 10 / 11 Wembley Trip – England v Denmark 

Thursday 2nd April 2020 Year 11 Photograph 

Friday 3rd April 2020 Year 9 Geography Trip 

Saturday 4th April – Saturday 11th April 2020 Italy Ski Trip 

Monday 6th – Friday 17th April 2020 EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Monday 20th April 2020 School re-opens for Term 5 

 

 

 

Thank you, as always for your support and cooperation in these matters and of Wollaston School. If 

you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us via email on. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr James Birkett 

Headteacher 

https://www.wollastonschool.com/about/vacancies/

