
 

Here are some of the ways in which your child will be developing their literacy skills this term, along with 

some quick and easy ideas for furthering this learning at home. (Please find further guidance and materials 

in the ‘Literacy Strategy’ area of the school website- for example, advice on supporting reading at home.) 

 

 

Some of this term’s English texts, and wider reading 

recommendations based on these (available from the library): 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 

Reading in lessons:  

Trash or The Witches. 

 

Reading in 

lessons: Boy 

87 

Reading in lessons: 

My Sister Lives on 

the Mantlepiece  

Looking for another story filled 

with action and adventure? 

Try: ‘Lark’ by Antony McGowan.  

 

If you are reading ‘The Witches’, 
try choosing other Roald Dahl 

books from the library.  

Looking for other stories that tackle 

current social issues or the themes of 

difference, acceptance and tolerance? 

Try:  

‘Can you see me?’ by Libby Scott. 

‘Terror Kid’ by Benjamin Zephaniah. 

‘Ghost Boys’ by Jewell Parker Rhodes. 

 Nov 

2020 
Blue Peter 

Book Award 

– 2021 

shortlist 

announced. 

Since 2000, the enormously popular and influential Blue Peter Book Awards have 

been recognising and celebrating the best authors, the most creative illustrators 

and the greatest reads for children. The Blue Peter Book Awards 2021 celebrates 

children's books published in the last year in two categories: the Best Story and 

the Best Book with Facts.  

@BookTrust 

KS3 Literacy Update: Autumn Term 2 

Year 7 and 8: Each week, during 

Library Lessons, we complete 

language investigation work based 

around a ‘word of the week’. 

This term’s ‘words of the week’: 

Week 1: Belligerent  

Week 2: Faltering  

Week 3: Glimpse 

Week 4: Disingenuous 

Week 5: Paradox 

Week 6: ‘Not my cup of tea’ (idiom) 

Week 7: Vocabulary quiz! 

Challenge your child to use these 

words in conversation at home and 

help them to look out for them being 

used! 

During tutor time, this term, students will be learning about 

the important acronyms and initialisms that we use and read 

regularly in daily life: 

NHS? ASAP? MoD? B&B? GCSE? NATO?… We will be thinking 

about why these are used and what some common examples 

stand for. Acronyms and initialisms are all around us- as you 

spot examples in daily life, this learning can be supported by 

checking that your child knows what they stand for.  

 

For year 9 students (upwards)-  

On our department Twitter page, we regularly share articles and 

revision materials to support our GCSE and A Level English 

students. 

If you want a taster of what GCSE or A Level learning looks like, 

then please join us at: wollaston_ENG 

 

 

Literacy Calendar: National literacy events going on this term:  

Reminders: We expect students in 

all year groups to complete 20 

minutes of reading every day and to 

have a reading book with them, in 

school, every day. All KS3 students 

record their weekly reading in a 

reading journal, which we ask 

parents to sign each week. A routine 

of daily reading (for as little as 20 

minutes per day) has been proven to 

have positive impacts on wellbeing 

and GCSE outcomes across the 

curriculum.   


