
 

EYFS • Listen and Respond to religious stories. E.G Using nativity figures play out the Christmas story. 

• Talk about a range of special objects/places/people/practices - Look at a range of precious items talk about how to treat them with respect. 

• Use some basic religious vocabulary. E.G Role play a christening using appropriate language. 

• Shows awareness of things and people that matter to them - Draw a picture of a person, animal or object which they love. 

• Shows curiosity and interest in the world around them. E.G On a frosty day, look carefully at the way the school’s grounds have changed in 

appearance. 

• Show awareness of right and wrong - When listening to a story they give responses to situations of right and wrong. 

Year 1 • Recount elements of religious stories. e.g.  Retell part of the story of Muhammad (pbuh) and the Crying Camel using words of pictures. 

• Recognise religious objects/places/ people/practices - Recognise that a church is a special place for some religious people. 

• Recognise some religious symbols and use some religious words correctly. e.g.  Recognise the Khanda as a faith symbol. 

• Say what is important in their own lives and link this to learning in RE e.g. Using examples of wedding clothes as a starting point, talk about how 

they feel when they dress up for special occasions. 

• Recognise interesting/puzzling aspects of life - Show curiosity by returning several times to the spring bulbs, or bringing an adult to look at the 

world around them. 

• Express their own values and concerns and know that life involves choices between right and wrong - Be able to talk about their own choices 

between right and wrong when facing a specific incident in school. 

Year 2 • Describe some religious ideas from stories and some basic religious beliefs and teachings using some religious vocabulary e.g. talk about the idea 

that for some people God is the creator by re-telling the Christian/Jewish Creation story. 

• Describe some religious objects/places/people and practices e.g. Draw a picture of a prayer mat, say that it faces towards Mecca and describe 

what some Muslims do when they pray. 

• Suggest meanings for some religious actions and symbols - Express their understanding of religious symbols as badges of belongings. 

• Describe experiences and feelings they share with others, including characters in stories with religious meaning e.g. When hearing the Joseph 

story describe feelings of jealousy or anger which they might share with the brothers. 

• Ask questions about puzzling aspects of life and experience and suggest answers, including religious ones. Raise and respond to puzzling 

questions about new life in the natural world. 

• In relation to matters of right and wrong they recognise their own values and those of others. Talk sensitively about the effects on others of 

actions such as stealing, fighting and telling tales. 

Year 3 • Pupils develop their religious vocabulary to describe some key features of religions. Know some of the ideas and teachings of Guru Nanak and 

know that Sikhs believe that he is a messenger of God. 

• Know the function of objects/places/ people within religious practices and lifestyles. Know how some features of religious buildings and artefacts 

are used in festivals, worship and everyday life. 

• Begin to identify the impact religion has on believer’s lives. Using stories and works of art identify how the Easter story expresses the message of 

new life. 

• Identify what influences them, making links between aspects of their own and others’ experiences. Say how your experiences of belonging to a 

friendship group affects how you treat newcomers to your class. 



• Identify questions to which there are no universally agreed answers (ultimate questions). When sorting a range of ultimate and non-ultimate 

questions, pick out those to which there are no generally agreed answers. 

• Recognise how moral values and religious beliefs can influence behaviour. Reflect upon how agreed codes of conduct, for example, classroom 

rules, affects the behaviour of individuals and groups. 

Year 4 • Using appropriate religious vocabularies pupils identify and describe key features of religions, including beliefs, teachings and their meaning e.g. 

Explain how the Buddha’s enlightenment is significant in the Buddhist’s search for inner peace 

• Identify and describe religious practices and their meanings. Using a case study, explain how a Hindu practices their faith through their daily 

routine. 

• Begin to make links between religions and identify some basic similarities and differences. Using dance, art and poetry, explain how good 

triumphs over evil in the story of Diwali. 

• Ask questions and suggest own answers about the significant experiences of others, including religious believers. Talk about experiences of 

prayer and meditation. Ask questions and suggest own answers about the value of having times of stillness and silence. 

• Raise and suggest answers to a range of ultimate questions. Produce personal belief statements in response to a variety of questions about the 

nature of God/gods. 

• Ask questions about matters of right and wrong and suggest answers which show understanding of moral and religious teachings. Share own 

opinions about respect for animals and show an understanding of why religious people hold differing views about eating meat. 

Year 5 • Using a wide range of religious vocabulary explain the similarities and differences in beliefs and teachings between religions. Explain how a belief 

in life after death affects the actions of individual Christians and Hindus.  

• Explain the link between beliefs, ideas, practices and behaviour. Explain how going to worship regularly makes a difference to the lives of 

Muslims and their communities and how it is seen in the practices of their communities. 

• Explain how religious ideas and beliefs can be expressed in a variety of forms. Explain what various Christian denominations believe about the 

meaning and practice of communion, using correct terminology. 

• Explain, with reasons, their own and other people’s views about human identity. Talk about how the meanings behind the Pesach plate could be 

related to their own lives, e.g. what ties me down?  What sets me free? 

• Explain, with reasons, their own and other people’s views about ultimate questions. Explain the different responses, including a personal point of 

view to “human beings have souls”. Discuss why there are a variety of responses 

• Explain, with reasons, their own and other people’s views about human identity and ethical issues, including religious ideas. 

Year 6 • Identify and describe religious practices and their meaning. Describe the variety of practices and ways of life in religions and understand how 

these stem from, and are closely connected with, beliefs and teachings. 

• Using appropriate religious vocabularies pupils identify and describe key features of religions, including beliefs, teachings and their meaning. Use 

specialist vocabulary in communicating their knowledge and understanding. 

• Raise and suggest own answers, including religious ones, to a range of ultimate questions. Share stories of the lives of key religious people, the 

significance of these in their own lives and in the lives of believers today. 

• Use and interpret information about religions from a range of sources. 

• Ask questions about matters of right and wrong and suggest answers which show understanding of moral and religious teachings. Reflect on 

ideas of right and wrong and their own and others’ responses to them. 
• Describe the variety of practices and ways of life in religions and understand how these stem from, and are closely connected with, beliefs and 

teachings. 



• Reflect on ideas of right and wrong and their own and others’ responses to them. 

• Understand how religious festivals are related to key figures, events and stories and how these are celebrated within families and religious 

communities. 

Year 7 •   To develop an understanding of the influence of the beliefs, values and traditions on individuals, communities, societies and cultures 

•   To develop attitudes of respect towards other people who hold views and beliefs different from their own 

•   To develop the ability to make reasoned and informed judgements about religious issues, with reference to the principal religions and world 

views represented locally and in the United Kingdom 

• To be able to ask and answer questions on philosophical and ethical issues, comparing personal views to those held by others 

• To promote the value of empathy through studying different material and to then use this knowledge to understand the world that we live in 

 


