
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reporting and Assessment Guidance 

‘a work in progress…’ 

2021/22 

 

This document should be used as supporting guidance to supplement published progress reports for Years 7 to 11. 

 

The aim of this guidance is to help understand the grading used at Wollaston School, how we set targets and how we 

measure progress against them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KS4 Targeting using the Fischer Family Trust (FFT) 

To support target setting for Wollaston School students, we employ the services of the Fischer Family Trust, (FFT). 

FFT is a non-profit organisation who analyse school performance and support schools and authorities in tracking 

progress and setting meaningful targets to enable students to achieve their full potential – used by over 13,600 

schools nationally. 

Below is an example of targeting data for Student A in Science. 

 

FFT uses students’ prior attainment data (KS2 / CATs) to set probable benchmarks (not predictions) for every student 

in each subject for the end of KS4. 

Student A is compared to similar students in previous cohorts nationally. The comparison will be made on prior 

attainment as well as other attributes, such as month of birth. The outcomes of the similar students are assessed and 

a distribution of KS4 outcomes is created to set a Benchmark (target grade) for student A. 

FFT50 is commonly used as a comparison of school performance. This process uses data only from schools 

performing in the top 50% nationally. 

At Wollaston School we use FFT20 – this uses data only from schools who perform in the top 20% nationally. We 

believe this gives us the right balance between realistic and challenging targets. 

In this example the Benchmark set is a grade 6. 25% of students similar to Student A 

went on to acieve a grade 6 in this subject. To stress that target setting is prediction 

and probability, not prophecy, 2% went on to achieve a grade 2 and 6% a grade 9. 

The risk of achieving less than grade 6 is  , the chance of exceeding is a grade 6 is              . 

 

Where outcomes can be broadly predicted using a student’s previous attainment, other contributing factors to a 
student’s outcomes include: the quality of teaching; the support at home; the determination of the student, among 

other factors. 

 

Year 7 CATs Testing – Cognitive Abilities Tests 

For the current Years 7 and 8 cohorts, in the absence of KS2 data, the FFT targeting is based on CATs results. These 

cognitive assessments are completed in the first term of Year 7, marked externally and the results returned. For 

these year groups FFT have used the same historical data, comparing CATs results to generate FFT targets. 

It is yet to be confirmed whether CATs results, or KS2 data, will form the basis of FFT benchmarks for future cohorts. 

For information on what the CATs testing entails or what Standard Aged Scores (SAS) tell us then please look at the 

links below for video tutorials… 

https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/content-pages/understanding-your-cat4-data/ 

‘Explaining CAT4 Batteries’   and   ‘Explaining the Standard Age Score’ 

https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/content-pages/understanding-your-cat4-data/


KS4 - Years 10 and 11 students  

KS4 students are presented with their FFT20 target grade in Year 10 as a benchmark to measure their progress 

throughout the course. This is the grade they will be aiming to achieve at the end of Year 11 in their GCSE results. 

There will be opportunities through the Key Stage to raise the target if more challenge is required. Lets remember 

that these grades are a benchmark and each carries a % of risk and chance. Targets should never be seen as an upper 

limit, nor the guarantee of any particular outcome. 

 

BTECs - Business and Technology Education Council 

VTQs - Vocational and Technical Qualifications 

FFT does not provide benchmarks for BTEC 

and other Vocational qualifications. For 

these, the targets are set using average GCSE 

targets for an equivalent grade. This chart 

shows the equivalence between GCSE grades 

and BTEC grades. 

 

 

KS3 - Years 7, 8 and 9 students 

FFT targets are an end of KS4 benchmark. Whilst this data is generated for all year groups, these benchmarks may 

change through the years as more data is made available through each Exam series’ results. 

Although there is no longer KS3 national testing, KS3 (years 7 to 9) is a crucial phase of education. During KS3, key 

skills are developed across a broad curriculum prior to progressing to a more tailored curriculum through KS4. As 

such there is no direct transfer of grading from KS3 progress to KS4 outcomes. We do however use the 1-9 grading 

system from year 7 through to Year 11. At each reporting cycle teachers provide a professional judgement grade to 

outline where we feel the student is currently performing along their journey. To inform this judgement grade 

teachers will use a number of indicators such as assessment grades, homework, classwork or contributions and 

observations in the classroom. 

We have used the Flight Path overleaf as guidance in setting realistic, but challenging, targets at KS3. Each student in 

Year 7 to 9 will have two target grades against which to measure their progress - Good Progress and Outstanding 

Progress. These relate to their journey on the flight path but, be advised, the journey of progress is not always linear. 

Please consider the chart below to be a guide of where students should be aiming for within each year group. 

 

Scenarios… 

Your child achieves a grade 2 at the end of year 8… 

It would be reasonable to expect them to progress to a Grade 5-7 as a GCSE outcome. 

 

Your child achieves a grade 1- at the end of Year 7… 

This would ‘currently’ put them on course to progress to a Grade 3-5 as a GCSE outcome. 

 

If your point of comparison is still the system of A* - G then please note the broad comparison of this system against 

the newer 1-9 GCSE grading system, now used across all GCSE subjects. 



 

Progress Flight Path 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The journey 


